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If you look at the papers of the 
current National Champion, pick 
your breed, you will find the dog 
was not the first champion in their 
bloodline. That is absolute proof 
that champions are born not bred. 
Or is it?

What it may tell us is people 
that run in events where champions 
are crowned, like to start up with 
great bloodlines. Does that mean 
it’s all about bloodlines and few 
other virtues are needed to have a 
great dog? Wait once we just went 
from Champions to great dogs. 
Many times a champion is not 
necessary a great dog, a lot has to 
do with perspective.

To many a hunter and dog han-
dler the greatest dog in the world is 
just a few feet away in the house or 
kennel. We all want something dif-
ferent in our dogs. The title cham-
pion is crowned on a specific dog 
that fits a very tight set of criteria 
on a certain day. Yes it is a perfect 
storm kind of thing. To get to the 
nationals all dogs must be good. 
But on any given day: the running 
order, kind of bird, which dogs are 
there, the temperature, humidity, 
barometric pressure, terrain and 
star alignment may make just as 
much difference. If you question 
that, you need to attend a few more 
events.

Do the bloodlines make a 
difference? You damn right. I 
know a breeder that was breeding 
the National Champion female, 
whose sire was also the national 
champion. The pups were all sold, 
plus 10 backups within about 10 
minutes after the breeding was 
announced. And guess what, ALL 
of the people buying the pups were 
professional field trialers. And they 
all knew about half the litter would 
be washouts. But if you just hap-
pened to be lucky enough to get 
the GREAT pup from that litter and 
put that dog in the correct training 
program and run the correct events, 
you too would be at the center of 
attention at the nationals. So great 
litters typically go to people in the 
know which put these dogs MILES 
ahead of someone checking the 
Sunday paper for a pet/hunter.

Raising great dogs is a crap-
shoot, and we all know it. Too not 
buy a pup from the best proven 
breeding of that year in your breed 
would be dumb. Great bloodlines 
are about a third of the requirement 
of a great dog. We always hear 
about the great dog of the litter. We 
never hear about what happened to 
the rest of them.

Great dogs have at least six 
elements: great bloodlines, the 
best OF those bloodlines, the cor-
rect training program, the correct 

handler, the correct event and that 
mysterious last piece we’ll just 
call luck!

Bloodlines are thus a small, 
though important aspect of the 
mix. If you do some research into 
dogs you will find some fascinat-
ing facts. You will find out about 
a dog in Eastern Europe that can 
understand over 200 words. This 
dog from unregistered parents can 
be put in a room of dozens of dog 
toys and it will retrieve each toy 
asked for back to a second room 
where the owner sits based on the 
item requested. Can you imagine 
working with a bidable dog like 
this?

The Russians breed a lot of fox 
for their fur. Though dog blood-
lines can be traced to wolves not 
foxes the concept of breeding and 
passing of genes follow closely. 
Fifty years ago the Russians de-
cided to start a breeding program 
to try to breed a fox that was not 
quite so mean and easier to handle. 
So they took ten percent out of the 
most docile fox out of each litter 
to breed. They also took another 
ten percent of the meanest foxes 
to breed in a different pool.

 

Fifty years later the results 
are incredible. The two groups 
don’t even look alike. There is 
one group that can be sold as pets 
because they are calm as dogs. 
Another group the handlers won’t 
event go into the pen area without 
guns on the odd chance that one of 
the mean foxes may get out. It is 
amazing what the selected breed-
ing program has produced in such 
a short time.

Great Dogs Are Born Not 
Raised!

By Dennis Guldan
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