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Dog Ownership

Owning a dog is a privilege. 
It’s something special that not 
everyone can do. Most of the 
time we think of someone or 
groups as the wealthy. There 
is no question that the cost  
involved in having a dog is 
expensive , however, there is 
more. Individuals or families 
must have the ability to under-
stand dog behaviors and how 
to train and handle their pets.

Selecting a dog is a im-
portant event especially in a 
family environment. Consider 
the breed, size, temperament, 
known health issues, and the 
purpose you want for the dog. 
Purpose ? Yes, why do you 
want a dog in the first place.? 
Having a dog is a long term 
responsibility. As an example 
hunters want hunting breeds, 
others are looking for a com-
panion, some folks are involves 
with service dogs, still others 
want one for show competition.

Once the choice is made 
finding the right dog becomes 
an exciting adventure. Con-
sideration should be given to 
whether it will be a pup or an 
older dog. Many breeders have 
both available. Maybe a rescue 
breed will fit the families needs. 

Regardless, what decision is 
made find one that meets the 
expectations of the character 
you want.

When you have the dog of 
choice, all the responsibilities 
you committed to must be ad-
dressed.. This is a serious prom-
ise you’re making not only as a 
family, but to your new pal. It’s 
a lifetime agreement.

Over time the dog must 
form a firm bond to at least one 
family member. Once this bond 
is in place the dog can find sol-
ace within the family .

 As each year goes by make 
time to document enjoyable 
events with you pet. Take pic-
tures as often as possible. Pic-
tures are always taken during 
fun and happy times. Make 
sure you include your pal in 
the front row.

 As the dog grows into their 
senior years be aware of the 
change in their condition. Some 
dogs live a long time, yet oth-
ers are gone to soon. Always 
remember that death is part of 
life. I have been asked over and 
over when is the time to put a 
dog down. My answer is, you 
will know. This is a extremely 

difficult time and each person 
or family must face it. We have 
had nine English Springer 
Spaniel in our family in thirty-
six years,we have two with us 
today. In each situation it is dif-
ficult to put a dog down.,even 
knowing their quality of life is 
extinguished

 When the decision has been 
made contact your veterinarian 
and make arrangements. Some 
Vets can come to your home. 
If the place is the clinic ask for 
a special time during the day. 
When you go rather than filling 
yourself with grief try to think 
of all you have done for your 
pal and how they improved 
your life. Make it a proud mo-
ment, hold on to them till the 
end, they have no one else, 
because you are their life.

I remember a story posted 
on the bulletin board in a vet-
erinarians office which impart 
said, “dogs will be waiting for 
us in a special place and when 
we get to heaven and call out 
their name they will come 
running when they hear their 
masters voice.”

I know they will be there 
because God created them for 
us...where else could they be.

 Loyde Childs hails from 
Marshall, WI

 Remember Me
 

By Loyde Childs


