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from the GAME DOG book to 
train his dog to whistle com-
mands. “I used one whistle 
blast to make her sit. I then 
would give two blasts and 
say, ‘Mackie come,’ to bring 
her back. She soon associated 
the two whistle blasts to mean 
come. This is slightly different 
than the GAME DOG BOOK.”

Through  the  summer 
months, Mike took the dog 
out to the country to work on 
flushing pheasants, three to five 
times per week. “She flushed 
her first pheasant when she was 
13 weeks old. I had permission 
to take her on some private 
land and worked a lot on wild 
pheasants in heavy cover.”

“This was also a good place 
to work on hup, sit, and stay 
when she would get too far out. 
Much whistle work was done 
during these training sessions. 
Again, this type of training 
took a lot of time, patience, 
and praise to get the dog to 
respond.”

Mike and Mackie worked 
on retrieving during the dog’s 
early months. Then, at about 5 
months, Mackie quit bringing 
back the dummy. “I tried pheas-
ant scent, but it didn’t seem to 
work. At this point I picked up 
a dog Frisbee called a Flippy-
Flopper. We called it Flippy and 
would play with this. I would 
have her sit, then stay, throw 
Flippy and release her to go get 
it. She always brought it back. 
I got to the point where I could 
tell her to go find Flippy and 
she would scour the house to 
find it and bring it back. The 

GAME DOG book said to only 
use a dummy and nothing else. 
In this case, when the ‘dummy’ 
failed to fetch the dummy, the 
Frisbee made the difference,” 
Mike remarked.

When Mackie hit 13 weeks, 
Mike started using a dead 
pigeon to work on retrieving. 
“I would have her sit and stay 
first, throw the pigeon, fire the 
gun, then release her to fetch. 
While she learned what the shot 
meant, I would start throw-
ing the bird over a hill where 
Mackie could not retrieve by 
sight. She would have to use 
her nose to find the bird. Again, 
repetition, patience, and praise 
were important.”

When the dog was 9 months 
old, Mike started her on live 
pigeons. “At first I would plant 
the pigeons in some grass, go 
through the commands, and 
have Mackie bring the birds 
back. I then pulled some flight 
feathers and would throw the 
bird into the air. After the bird 
would land, I would wait. This 
would give her time to get very 
excited; then I released her to 
fetch.”

The use of the flashlight on 
the wall was stumbled upon 
when Mike watched the dog 
chase the reflection the sun 
made when it bounced off his 
wristwatch. “After watching 
the dog entertain herself for 
periods of time when chasing 
the reflection of the sun through 
the window, I began to shine 
the flashlight beam on the floor 
or wall. I then incorporated this 
with a method of teaching hand 

signals, called ‘baseball,’ which 
was outlined in the GAME 
DOG book. I used the flashlight 
variation of this at home, since 
Mackie liked to chase the light. 
It also fit well into my limited 
time for daylight training ses-
sions. The dog loved to do it, 
and it was a big help in repeat-
ing commands and learning 
signals.”

Mike took Mackie with him 
everywhere he could. “I wanted 
to expose her to many different 
situations and different sur-
roundings. This was empha-
sized in the GAME DOG book. 
It made her less spooky when 
being around other people 
and other dogs. I feel this re-
ally helped her get along when 
hunting with other dogs.”

Although the first season 
was pretty successful for the 
dog, there was still some more 
work to do as the dog got older, 
but many weak spots were 
soon worked out after the first 
season.

Young dogs can do a pretty 
good job of hunting, if you 
“plan the work,” and then 
“work the plan.” It takes time, 
consistency, repetition, and 
patience. And also, if the dog 
is attracted to flashlights, you 
can even work in a little “night 
baseball.” 
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