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conserve waterfowl and secure 
the future of waterfowl hunt-
ing. Delta Waterfowl is based 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and 
Bismarck, N.D.

For more information, 
contact, Nigel Simms, Vice 
President, Commnications, 
Delta Waterfowl Foundation 
nsimms@deltawaterfowl.org 
O: 877.667.5656 C: 204.294.0374

Sportsmen’s Act Hits 
Roadblock in the U.S. 

Senate
The Senate version of the 

Sportsmen’s Act of 2012 struck 
a roadblock last Monday night 
when it ran afoul of budget 
rules.

The latest version of this 
bill – a Reid-Tester substi-
tute amendment – included 
provisions allowing for fed-
eral spending in excess of the 
budget limitations adopted 
last year by Congress.  These 
spending features prompted 
a “point of order” to be raised 
against the package and a 
Tester motion to waive the 
point of order (proceed with 
the amendment even though 
it violates budget limitations).  
Tester’s motion did not pass.  
New efforts are underway to 
see if the substitute amendment 
can be modified to address the 
budget problems and enable it 
to be passed before Congress 
adjourns.

The Senate version of this 
bill was introduced by Sen. Jon 
Tester (D-MT) as S. 3525 and 
included a variety of other bills 
including measures to protect 

hunting, fishing, and shooting 
on federal lands as well as pro-
tect  continued use of traditional 
ammunition and fishing tackle.  
Additional modifications were 
made prior to Monday’s action 
and these changes were offered 
in the substitute amendment by 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV) and Tester.

Earlier this year the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
passed overwhelming its ver-
sion of the Sportsmen’s Bill 
– H.R. 4089.  Rep. Jeff Miller 
(R-FL) was the primary spon-
sor.  The House bill included 
the traditional ammunition/
fishing tackle protection fea-
ture, provisions for shooting 
ranges, authorization to import 
limited numbers of polar bear 
trophies and a very important 
Title establishing that 700 mil-
lion acres of federal lands, man-
aged by the Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. For-
est Service, are open to hunting, 
fishing, and shooting unless 
specifically closed or restricted 
by particular agency action.

The Senate leadership de-
cided not to act on that House-
passed measure. Instead, Reid 
and Tester assembled their sub-
stitute amendment which in-
cludes (a) three parts of House 
bill (ammunition/fishing tackle 
protection; shooting ranges; po-
lar bears), and (b) many other 
features not part of the House 
bill (e.g., federal land exchange 
facilitation; fishery habitat pro-
tection; wetlands acquisition 
reauthorization; increasing the 
price of federal duck stamps) 
but (c) does not incorporate the 

open until closed designation 
for BLM and Forest lands.  Ma-
jority Leader Reid also decided 
to not allow any other amend-
ments to be offered on the Sen-
ate floor besides the Reid-Tester 
substitute.

The spending portions of 
the Reid-Tester amendment 
prompted the budget objections 
that the full Senate declined to 
waive on Monday night.

“While this doesn’t out-
right kill chances for passage 
this year, it does significantly 
complicate matters,” said Evan 
Heusinkveld, USSA’s Director 
of State Services.  “There is still 
time to renegotiate a package of 
bills that will satisfy the needs 
of sportsmen and women while 
satisfying previously adopted 
federal spending limitations. 
We hope that Democrat-led 
Senate and Republican-led 
House can work through their 
partisan differences to pass 
the Sportsmen’s Act this Con-
gress.”

As noted, the substitute 
amendment to S. 3525 has im-
portant provisions including:

    Confirms that the Toxic 
Substances Control Act does 
not allow federal EPA to ban 
or regulate the use of tradi-
tional lead ammunition or 
fishing tackle; this means that 
anti-hunting groups cannot use 
federal courts to force EPA to 
ban such ammunition or tackle.

    Facilitates the construc-
tion of new shooting ranges on 
federal lands.
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State News

ALABAMA
STATE LANDS GO 

SOCIAL WITH NEW 
FOREVER WILD 

WEBSITE 
The Forever Wild Land 

Trust has launched a new so-
cial media-driven interactive 
website, alabamaforeverwild.
com. The new site serves as a 
social media hub that integrates 
services such as Foursquare, 
Twitter, Flickr, YouTube and 
Facebook, and is a forum for 
fans of Forever Wild to share 
their favorite outdoor experi-
ences.

To help visitors get started 
using the new Forever Wild 
website, a helpful video tuto-
rial has been posted in the 
blog section of the site, and on 
YouTube at http://youtu.be/
Prw7RHpmxGI. 

Greg Lein, Alabama State 
Parks Director and Director of 
the Forever Wild program for 
the Alabama State Lands Divi-
sion, said the new Forever Wild 
web experience is a place for 
fans to interact and engage with 
each other, and to discover the 
beauty and recreational activi-
ties that Alabama’s public lands 
have to offer.

“Social Media has become 
a daily tool that most of us use 
to communicate and share in-
formation,” he said.  “The new 

Forever Wild site helps people 
connect though shared experi-
ences that are associated with 
public lands in Alabama. Social 
media is the perfect platform to 
promote Forever Wild because 
it is a medium through which 
the public has a direct voice.”

A primary social media 
feature of the new website is 
the ability for visitors to share 
their photos and videos of 
Forever Wild properties with 
the use of hashtags, a word or 
phrase with the prefix “#” that 
makes that word or phrase 
searchable in various social 
media platforms. In order to 
share a video or photo on the 
Forever Wild site, users can tag 
their personal Flickr photos or 
YouTube videos with the land 
tract hashtag provided on the 
tract’s individual page on the 
new Forever Wild website.

Users of the site can also 
virtually “check in” to the indi-
vidual land tracts and become 
that tract’s “mayor” by using a 
Foursquare account. Each land 
tract page also features the 
news feed of its Facebook and 
Twitter pages as well as any 
YouTube videos associated with 
the property.

An educational component 
is also embedded into the site 
with a section just for educa-
tors. Have questions about the 
flora and fauna on a particular 
public land? Each tract also has 

an “Ask a Biologist” section and 
a list of plants and animals that 
are commonly found in the area. 
 Do you have a favorite outdoor 
activity or Forever Wild prop-
erty? The new Forever Wild 
website allows users to search 
that category and find every 
land tract in Alabama that of-
fers it, and the interactive map 
pinpoints each Forever Wild 
land tract in Alabama. The map 
is searchable by your current 
location or where you will be 
traveling.  You can even check 
the local weather to ensure the 
conditions are favorable for 
your recreational activity.

Log on to alabamaforev-
erwild.com and share your 
favorite Alabama Public Lands 
experience today!

COLORADO
HPP OFFERS HABITAT 

IMPROVEMENT 
GRANTS

 Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Habitat Partnership Pro-
gram is now accepting applica-
tions from any agency, entity, 
organization or individual in-
terested in receiving finan-
cial assistance for large-scale 
habitat improvements projects. 
The Colorado General Assem-
bly and the Colorado Wildlife 
Commission established the 
Habitat Partnership Program 
in 1990 as a creative way to re-
duce conflicts between wildlife 
and agricultural operators by 
facilitating and encouraging co-
operation between landowners, 
land managers, sportsmen and 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 
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HPP is offering up to $500,000 
for this grant opportunity 
with $100,000 being the mini-
mum awarded for large-scale 
habitat improvements includ-
ing shrub/tree cutting, water 
developments, weed control 
and reseeding. When com-
pleted, the projects will re-
duce conflicts and improve 
habitat and range conditions. 
“This program works,” said 
Pat Tucker, HPP coordinator 
for Colorado Parks and Wild-
life. “Through HPP, we can 
see how a successful, work-
ing partnership between our 
agency and other stakehold-
ers improves communication 
and effectively reduces game 
damage claims and conflicts.” 
The HPP State Council will 
evaluate each application us-
ing various criteria, including 
the size and scale of treatments 
and the type of improvements 
proposed. One critical com-
ponent the council will use to 
evaluate applicants is the extent 
of the recipient’s partnerships 
that can be used to leverage 
limited funds and increase 
total project accomplishments. 
Anyone interested should sub-
mit an application by February 
1, 2013. Applications should 
number 12 copies and include 
all pertinent information nec-
essary for the State Coun-
cil to understand the project. 
Work on approved projects can 
begin July 1, 2013, and must 
be completed by June 30, 2014. 
Extensions will not be granted.     
 
For additional details and to 
print the application, please vis-
it: http://wildlife.state.co.us/

LandWater/PrivateLandPro-
gram/HPP/Pages/HPP.aspx 
 
For more information, contact 
Pat Tucker, HPP State Coordi-
nator, at (970) 255-6188 or at pat.
tucker@state.co.us

FLORIDA
YOUTHS CAN 
JOIN THE FWC 

CONSERVATION TEAM
Even though young people 

are allowed to hunt and fish in 
Florida without having to buy a 
license until they turn 16 years 
old, a change in the license 
system now makes it possible 
for youngsters to voluntarily 
purchase their licenses early 
and start contributing today 
toward conservation.

Youths under 16 years of 
age can now purchase their 
very first annual freshwater, 
saltwater or hunting license, 
which will remain valid until 
their 17th birthday, no mat-
ter how young they are when 
they buy it. All three types of 
licenses are $17.

“You’re never too young to 
start contributing to our great 
state’s hunting and fishing heri-
tage and protecting our wild 
habitats and resources,” said 
Richard Corbett, a Commis-
sioner with the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC). “And this new abil-
ity to purchase a license creates 
a wonderful opportunity to do 
just that.”

Youths under 16 years of 
age will still have to complete 
the state’s hunter safety certifi-

cation before taking advantage 
of this special license oppor-
tunity for hunting. The classes 
are free. Safety classes aren’t 
required for fishing licenses.

Another opportunity for 
youths is the $100 Gold Sports-
man’s license, which  authoriz-
es the holder to take game and 
freshwater or saltwater fish and 
provides the deer, management 
area, archery season, muzzle-
loading season, crossbow sea-
son, turkey, waterfowl, snook 
and spiny lobster (crawfish) 
permit privileges.

For every year that passes 
until a youth turns 17, the FWC 
will receive approximately $7 in 
matching federal funds, which 
will be used to preserve and 
manage the nearly 6 million 
acres of the state’s public-hunt-
ing, wildlife management area 
system and the state’s saltwater 
and freshwater fisheries.

Go to MyFWC.com/Hunt-
erSafety to learn when to reg-
ister a child for a hunter safety 
class. The new hunting and 
fishing youth licenses can be 
purchased at all outlets that sell 
hunting and fishing licenses, 
such as county tax collectors 
offices. They also can be bought 
online at License.MyFWC.com.

The youth license became 
available at the same time the 
FWC launched its new Recre-
ational License Issuance Servic-
es (RLIS) on Oct. 2. The license 
vendor is Brandt Information 
Services of Tallahassee.
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IDAHO
DOMESTIC DOG 

ATTACKED BY 
MOUNTAIN LION
A domestic dog was injured 

during an apparent alterca-
tion with a mountain lion at 
a residence in Garden City’s 
Meadowcreek subdivision 
Thursday evening, October 18. 
Urban wildlife specialist Eric 
Hansen, with USDA Wildlife 
Services, responded to the dog 
attack report on Friday and con-
firmed the dog’s wounds were 
caused by a mountain lion. 
No one was home at the time 
of the attack. The lion entered 
the backyard by jumping a 
six-foot fence. Two other dogs 
in the yard were uninjured. 
A number of mountain lion 
sightings have been reported 
during the past few weeks, 
all of them near the Boise Riv-
er. As such, greenbelt users 
are advised to be aware of 
their surroundings and keep 
small children and pets close. 
Anyone seeing a mountain lion 
anywhere in Boise is asked to 
report the information immedi-
ately to the Boise Police Depart-
ment or the Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game. A detailed 
description regarding when 
and where the cat or cat sign 
was seen remains very helpful. 

The light goose season opens 
in Area 2 on Monday October 29. 
In Area 2 the season on blue 
Ross’s and snow geese runs 
through January 18, 2013 
and opens again from Feb-
ruary 16, 2013 - March 10, 
2013. The bag limit is 10 per 

day and 20 in possession. 
Area 2 includes Bingham Coun-
ty west of the west bank of the 
Snake River and the American 
Falls Reservoir bluff; Power 
County north of Interstate 86 
and west of the west bank of the 
Snake River and the American 
Falls Reservoir bluff. (See map 
on Page 11 of the Waterfowl 
Seasons and Rules brochure). 
In Area 3, the light goose sea-
son opens on November 5 
and runs through January 
25, 2013. It opens again Feb-
ruary 16 through March 10. 

IOWA
IOWA WATERFOWL
Area 3 includes Ada, Boise, 

Canyon, Cassia, Elmore, Gem, 
Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Mini-
doka, Owyhee, Payette, Twin 
Falls and Washington counties. 
Hunters are reminded that 
Fort Boise and Payette River 
wildlife management areas 
and the part of Roswell Marsh 
Wildlife Habitat Area south 
of State Highway 18, and the 
Snake River Islands Unit of 
the Deer Flat National Wildlife 
Refuge are closed during the 
spring light goose season from 
February 16 through March 10. 
 
In addition, the restriction 
on hunting waterfowl with a 
shotgun capable of holding 
more than three shells unless 
it is plugged with a one-piece 
filler, does not apply during 
the light goose seasons in Idaho 
that occur in areas 2 and 3 from 
February 16 through March 10. 
 
The light goose season is open in 

Area 1 through January 18 and 
in Area 4 through January 25, 
2013. Except Fremont and Teton 
counties in Area 4 are closed 
during the fall light goose sea-
son through January 25, 2013. 
 
Only nontoxic shot approved 
by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service may be used 
while hunting waterfowl. 
 
For additional information 
please see the 2012 Waterfowl 
Seasons and Rules brochure 
available at all license ven-
dors, Fish and Game offices 
and online at: http://fishand-
game.idaho.gov/public/hunt/
rules/?getPage=66. 

upper snake changes & 
omissions in waterfowl rules 

Hunter can become crea-
tures of habit, just like their prey, 
and Idaho Fish and Game wants 
to make sure waterfowl hunters 
in the Upper Snake Region are 
aware of some changes and 
omissions in the latest edition 
of the waterfowl rules brochure. 
 
Hunters are cautioned to make 
sure they understand the num-
bering system used to iden-
tify hunt areas. Some changes 
have been made that could 
affect their hunting areas. It 
is important to review hunt 
area descriptions and season 
dates (See map on Page 10 
in rules brochure, http://fis-
handgame.idaho.gov/pub-
lic/hunt/rules/?getPage=66.) 
 
Hunters should also note that 
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Fremont and Teton counties 
are closed in seasons for light - 
blue, snow and Ross’s - geese. 
 
In Area 4, the light goose sea-
son season runs from October 
13 through January 25, 2013. 
Fremont and Teton counties 
are closed. Area 4 includes 
all parts of the state not in-
cluded in Areas 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Hunters must have a valid 2012 
Idaho hunting license, and any 
person 16 or older who hunts 
migratory game birds, such 
as ducks or geese, must have 
in their possession a federal 
migratory bird stamp, which 
costs $15 and is valid from 
July 1 through June 30 of the 
following year. All waterfowl 
hunters also need a federal 
migratory game bird harvest in-
formation program validation. 
 
Only approved nontoxic shot 
may be used to hunt waterfowl. 
For a list go to the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service website at: 
http://www.fws.gov/migra-
torybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/
nontoxic.htm. 

PHEASANT SEASON 
OPENS SATURDAY IN 
NORTHERN IDAHO

The regular pheasant season 
opens Saturday, October 13, in 
northern Idaho, Area 1, and 
runs through December 31. 
In the rest of the state the 
season opens October 20. 
It runs through November 
30 in eastern Idaho, Area 2, 
and through December 31, 
in southwest Idaho, Area 3. 

 
Shooting hours are from one-
half hour before sunrise to one-
half hour after sunset; except on 
the Fort Boise, C.J. Strike, Mon-
tour and Payette River wild-
life management areas, where 
shooting hours are from 10 a.m. 
to one-half hour after sunset. 
 
The daily bag limit is three cocks, 
and the possession limit is nine, 
except on wildlife management 
areas where pheasants are 
stocked, where the daily limit is 
two cocks and six in possession.  
 
Hunters 17 and older need 
a wildlife management area 
upland game bird permit - 
$23.75 for resident hunters and 
$51.75 for nonresidents - to 
hunt on the nine Idaho Fish 
and Game wildlife manage-
ment areas where pheasants 
are released, including the 
Fort Boise, C.J. Strike, Payette 
River, Montour, Sterling, Mar-
ket Lake, Mud Lake, Cartier 
Slough and Niagara Springs 
wildlife management areas. 
 
All  pheasant and upland 
game bird hunters are re-
quired to wear a minimum 
of 36 square inches of hunter 
orange above the waist dur-
ing the pheasant season while 
hunting on wildlife manage-
ment areas where pheasants 
are stocked. A hunter orange 
hat meets this requirement. 
 
All hunters must have a valid 
2012 Idaho hunting license. For 
more information, go to http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/
hunt/pheasant.

INDIANA
Whitewater Memorial State 

Park will hold goose reduction 
hunts during regular goose 
season. 

The purpose is to manage 
the growing population of 
Canada geese, which threat-
ens the park’s ecosystem and 
potentially the safety of park 
patrons. 

The park will remain open 
to visitors during the hunts. 
Notices will be posted at the 
office, gatehouse, beach road 
and boat dock ramp. Visitors 
are cautioned to be aware of 
the hunting. 

The number of hunts and 
dates are to be determined. 

Whitewater Memorial is 
in Indiana’s central waterfowl 
zone, where the regular goose 
season is Nov. 3 through Dec. 
25 and Jan. 7-27. 

H u n t e r s  s h o u l d  c a l l 
Brookville/Whitewater wild-
life specialist Tom Carr at (765) 
647-2657 ext. 216 for exact hunt 
dates. Carr will also provide a 
blind location and a permit. If 
interest is high, hunters may 
have to enter a drawing for a 
spot. 

Morning shooting hours 
will start at one-half hour be-
fore sunrise and last for two 
hours. Evening shooting hours 
will be the two hours before 
sunset. 

All decoys, portable blinds 
and other hunting equipment 
must be picked up after the 
morning and evening hunt ses-
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sions. Decoys cannot be set up 
the day before or abandoned 
during the hunt. 

All federal and state licens-
es, stamps, regulations and bag 
limits apply. 

Only electric trolling motors 
and oars are allowed on White-
water Lake. 

Whitewater Memorial State 
Park is at 1418 S. S.R. 101, Lib-
erty, 47353. 

IOWA

GRINNELL MAN 
SUFFERS MINOR 

INJURY WHILE 
PHEASANT HUNTING 

SATURDAY 
POSTED: 10/28/2012 
A Grinnell man suffered minor in-

juries after being struck in the face by 
shotgun pellets while hunting pheas-
ants Saturday in Poweshiek County.  
 
Darrell Lamb, 78, received two pel-
let shots in the face when a pheas-
ant flushed between him and three 
other members of his hunting party 
at the end of a food plot. Lamb and 
the others could not see one another 
because of the height of the food 
plot and the topography of the land. 
 
Lamb was treated and released from 
Grinnell Regional Hospital. The in-
cident occurred at approximately 11 
a.m. Saturday.

LATE SEASON DOVE 
HUNTING

 
As tens of thousands of Iowa 
hunters gear up for pheasants 
and other upland game spe-
cies, a handful are just wrap-

ping up their dove season. 
  
This year marked Iowa’s sec-
ond mourning dove season; 
with wildlife biologists encour-
aging hunters to get out in the 
first couple weeks of the sea-
son—the first half of Septem-
ber—for their best prospects. 
In those first days many dove 
hunters reported seeing a cou-
ple hundred in a morning, es-
pecially tied to sunflower plots; 
a favorite dove feeding source.  
 
Doves are an early migra-
tory bird and most have 
moved on south by the time 
heavy frost comes and the 
crops are out of the fields.  
 
B u t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e m .  
 
“I’ve hunted (around Wash-
ington and Johnson counties) 
fairly hard. I’m seeing, not as 
many…but 40 or 50 in a hunt, 
if part of a field has no cover. 
There could be more we didn’t 
see,” notes Rick Frees, of Riv-
erside. Outside of the season’s 
first days, Frees hasn’t seen 
anyone else chasing doves—
unless they were with him.  
“Doves are going to stick around 
into winter; not as many, but 
with all the waste grain in 
the fields, it is worth locating 
where they are,” suggests DNR 
wildlife management biologist 
Tim Thompson.  “They may 
roost in a woodlot; then fly 
out to a picked field to feed.” 
One key? Look for clues. Doves 
perched along fencerows or 
overhead lines are good indi-
cations that more are nearby.  
“Most hunters are used to hunt-

ing pheasant or quail; with 
food and habitat really close to-
gether,” observes Frees. “Doves 
may fly a half mile or a mile 
for feeding or water. I was set 
up in a picked field, but doves 
were flying 80 yards overhead. 
I picked up (my decoys) and 
followed them over the top of 
a hill and 30 or 40 came boiling 
out.”

LOOKING AHEAD TO 
IOWA’S PHEASANT 

SEASON 
 

Upland game hunters have a 
good reason to step out into 
the fields this weekend across 
Iowa. Pheasant numbers are up, 
for the first time in seven years. 
 
Give credit to the mild winter 
and relatively warm, dry spring 
for the rebound. Annual road-
side counts this past August 
showed an average of eight 
birds per 30-mile route. That’s 
up from a record low 6.8 birds 
last year, breaking a string of de-
clines that stretches back to 2005.  
 
Though modest ,  the  in -
crease does nudge popula-
tions in the right direction. 
 
“Our harvest should be slightly 
better than last year. Hunters 
should take approximately 
125,000-200,000 roosters this 
fall,” forecasts Todd Bogen-
schutz, DNR upland research 
biologist.  Bogenschutz points 
to higher counts in Iowa’s north 
central and northwest coun-
ties; up 35 percent and 58 per-
cent, respectively. Central Iowa 
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saw a bounce of 12 percent.  
 
I o w a ’ s  p h e a s a n t  s e a -
s o n  r u n s  f r o m  O c t o -
ber 27 through January 10. 
  
With the fall crop harvest basi-
cally complete, hunters may 
concentrate on remaining cover 
to find birds; CRP acres, grassy 
waterways and shelterbelts. 
That’s especially true as more 
winter-like weather moves in. 
  
“If you can find those areas on 
private land, they should have 
birds around them,” suggests 
Bogenschutz. “Public land is 
important, too. Our wildlife 
area complexes in north central 
and northwest Iowa are de-
signed with pretty good winter 
and nesting cover. That’s been 
the key to where bird numbers 
have been the last couple years.” 
 
Also available this year is 7,000 
acres of private land in 41 coun-
ties; to be utilized for public 
hunting through Iowa’s Hunt-
ing and Access Program (IHAP).  
 
Still, Bogenschutz acknowl-
edges ringneck numbers re-
main well below where hunt-
ers, and wildlife officials, want 
to see them. With 1.6 million 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres on the ground, 
Iowa could support a harvest 
of 600,000 to 800,000 pheasants, 
IF good weather continues.  
 
“It took five years for Mother 
Nature to knock us down. We 
had one good year. I think we 
need about two more years; 
getting more hens through 

the winter and building on 
that,” advises Bogenschutz. 
 
This year’s roadside survey did 
show a nine percent increase 
in the number of hen pheas-
ants counted, over 2011. The 
chicks per brood—a measure 
of survival of young pheas-
ants—was up 13 percent.  
 
Hunters may even see a bit of 
a bonus, brought on by bone-
dry summer weather.  Those 
surveys are best run with heavy 
dew saturating the vegetation. 
Hens bring those broods out to 
the roadway to dry off, in the 
early morning. With little dew 
on many August routes, hunters 
may see a few more birds than 
anticipated as they take to the 
fields over the coming weeks. 
 
For more information contact 
Todd Bogenschutz, Upland 
Research Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.

KANSAS
KANSAS QUAIL 

INITIATIVE IN THE 
RUNNING FOR 

GRANT
Votes  for  the  Kansas 

Quail Initiative could bring 
$25,000 grant to program 
You can help Kansas bobwhite 
quail with just the click of your 
mouse. Sportdog Brand, a com-
pany that produces electronic 
dog training equipment, is 
asking the public to help select 
conservation projects that they 
can support with additional 

funding. 
Sportdog’s Future Forward 

Fund contest is a spin-off from 
their Conservation Fund pro-
gram, which supports grass-
roots organizations that work 
with state, federal, and private 
wildlife and land manage-
ment agencies to conserve 
wild game populations and 
critical wildlife habitat. The 
Future Forward Fund contest 
accepted conservation project 
proposals from around the 
country before selecting a top 
seven. The Kansas Quail Initia-
tive (KQI), nominated by Quail 
Forever, made the cut. Voting 
is open now through Nov. 30, 
2012. You can vote for the KQI 
on Sportdog’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/Sport-
DOGBrand, Twitter feed www.
twitter.com/SportDOGBrand, 
Sportdog’s website www.sport-
dog.com or the email address 
facebook@sportdog.com. 

The project with the most 
votes will receive a $25,000 
grant. The second place vote-
getter will receive $5,000. 
KQI is a Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism project designed to re-
verse declining bobwhite quail 
populations at a landscape 
level. The project includes the 
designation of two large quail 
management focus areas in the 
eastern half of the state where 
landowners will receive 100 
percent cost-share to improve 
habitat on their land. The goal 
is to increase quail numbers by 
50 percent and to increase suit-
able quail habitat by 5 percent 
in each focus area. Additional 
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support for KQI is provided 
by the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, Quail and Upland 
Wildlife Federation, Quail For-
ever, Safari Club International, 
Kansas Wildlife Federation, 
and the Nature Conservancy. 
Kansas biologists have joined 
forces with biologists in other 
states to form the National 
Bobwhite Technical Committee 
with a goal of improving quail 
habitat across its range through 
a National Bobwhite Conserva-
tion Initiative.

KENTUCKY
SEASONALLY 

FLOODED 
IMPOUNDMENTS 

PRODUCE NATURAL 
FOODS IMPORTANT 

TO WATERFOWL
 Seasonally flooded im-

poundments, also referred to 
as moist soil units, can produce 
a smorgasbord of native plants 
that migrating waterfowl will 
feed on throughout the fall and 
winter hunting seasons. 

“Natural foods are superior 
to row crops because they pro-
vide more complete nutrition, 
said Kevin Tucker, a private 
lands wildlife biologist with 
the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources. 
“With the proper water level 
manipulation its possible to 
encourage smartweed, wild 
millet, fall panicum and sedges, 
which will attract mallards and 
other species of dabbling ducks. 

Seasonally flooded im-
poundments typically average 

about 10 acres in size, but can be 
as small as 1 1/2 acres or larger 
than 100 acres. The optimum 
water depth is about 18 inches. 

The best locations for sea-
sonal impoundments are low 
areas along rivers or in creek 
bottoms, where runoff water 
collects and the soil types hold 
water. Construction should take 
place during the dry part of the 
summer, but Tucker, who has 
worked in western Kentucky 
since 1995, said it can be too 
dry. “There has to be enough 
moisture to be able to compact 
the dirt levee, he said. 

Water levels are controlled 
by whats called a stop log struc-
ture. This consists of a three-
sided metal box with slots on 
the front facing the water where 
boards can be stacked on top of 
one another. “When water over-
tops the boards, it falls into the 
box and runs out a pipe through 
the levee, said Tucker. “Adding 
boards raises the water level in 
the impoundment, and remov-
ing boards lowers it. 

After the growing season is 
over in early fall, the water level 
should be brought up slowly. 
“That way not all the food will 
be flooded at the same time, 
said Tucker. “You want the 
water level to peak in early- to 
mid-December. 

With proper water level 
management, natural foods will 
be available to waterfowl for 
a much longer period of time 
than grains such as corn or mil-
let, which deteriorate rapidly 
when flooded continuously. 

Seasonally flooded im-
poundments continue to pro-

vide food long after the weed 
seed are gone in the late win-
ter, when ducks migrate back 
through Kentucky on their way 
to their breeding grounds. 

“Ducks forage through the 
fodder or plant debris, feeding 
on larval insects and other in-
vertebrates that provide much-
needed protein, Tucker said. 

The draining of seasonal 
impoundments should not be-
gin until early- to mid-April. 
“You want to slowly take the 
water level down, removing 
one board every two weeks, 
said Tucker. “By slowly low-
ering the water level you get 
a much different vegetative 
response. Drop the water level 
too fast and your mudflats will 
dry up. That will promote the 
growth of bad weeds such as 
the cocklebur. 

Hunters with access to wet-
lands could have some excel-
lent hunting this fall. Many 
of the ponds and sloughs in 
western Kentucky that dried up 
during the summer drought are 
now covered with lush stands 
of native grasses, providing 
excellent duck forage. 

Duck numbers are up, too. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (U.S.F.W.S.) reports 
the 2012 estimate of breeding 
ducks in the traditional survey 
area was 48.6 million birds, 
a 7 percent increase from last 
year’s record total. This is the 
largest estimate since annual 
waterfowl surveys began in 
1955. Mallards were up 15 per-
centfrom 9.2 million birds in 
2011 to 10.6 million this year. 
Only twice, in 1958 and1999, 
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have more mallards been re-
corded during the May survey. 
Populations of all other major 
duck species, except northern 
pintails, were either above or 
statistically similar to 2011 es-
timates. 

Seasonally flooded im-
poundments will help you 
take advantage of this fantastic 
waterfowl bounty this fall

MIGRATORY GAME 
BIRD VIOLATIONS 

LEAD TO FIVE GUILTY 
PLEAS AND FINES
Oct. 24, 2012 -- Two Vermil-

ion Parish men pled guilty in 
the U.S. Western District Court 
of Louisiana in Lafayette on 
Oct. 17 for migratory game bird 
violations.

Ryan Frederick, 23, of Ka-
plan, and Dustin Fontenot, 23, 
of Abbeville pled guilty to tak-
ing over the daily bag limit of 
white-fronted geese, hunting 
geese with an electronic call-
ing device and for failing to 
maintain custody of their birds 
in the field.

Judge Patrick Hanna or-
dered Frederick and Fontenot 
to each pay a total of $2,155 in 
fines and fees and placed them 
on two years of probation, 
which includes no hunting of 
any migratory game birds.

In connection with this case, 
Zayne Greene, 23, Robert Rus-
so, 21, and Drew Laborde, 21, 
all from Abbeville, pled guilty 
outside of court at an earlier 
date to hunting geese with an 
electronic calling device and 
failing to maintain custody of 

their birds in the field. These 
three men each paid $1,770 in 
fines and fees.

Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforce-
ment Division agents observed 
Frederick and Fontenot on an 
afternoon hunt north of Kaplan 
on Jan. 12, 2012.  When agents 
attempted to make contact with 
Frederick and Fontenot, the two 
threw geese into a nearby canal 
to hide them.  Agents recovered 
17 white-fronted geese and five 
snow geese from the canal and 
an electronic calling device 
used during the hunt after mak-
ing contact with Frederick and 
Fontenot.

After further investigation, 
agents learned that Greene, 
Russo and Laborde partici-
pated in the hunt earlier in the 
afternoon in which the elec-
tronic calling device was used.  
Greene, Russo and Laborde 
also left harvested birds in the 
field.

Senior Agents Justin Son-
nier and Lonnie Campbell 
investigated this case, which 
was prosecuted by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Brett L. Grayson.

For more information, con-
tact Adam Einck at 225-765-
2465 or aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

DOVE HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

AVAILABLE AT 
POINTE-AUX-CHENES 

WMA FOR SOUTH 
ZONE, SECOND AND 

THIRD SPLITS
 
Oct. 11, 2012  – The Louisi-

ana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) is allowing 
vehicle access to the dove field 
parking area on Pointe-aux-
Chenes Wildlife Management 
Area, just north of the dove 
field gate, on the mornings of 
Oct. 20 and  27, weather per-
mitting.

The WMA’s dove field acre-
age in Terrebonne Parish, with-
in the site’s Point Farm Unit, is 
accessible from Dolphin Street, 
off LA 55 in Montegut.

Except for the weekend of 
Oct. 13-14, when the Pointe-
aux-Chenes WMA youth lottery 
deer hunt is scheduled, dove 
hunters will also have to access 
the dove field on foot or by boat 
from Oct. 15 to Nov. 25 for the 
second split, and from Dec. 22 
to Jan. 7 for the third split.

The public is reminded 
that vehicles must travel on 
the limestone access road only 
and non-toxic shot is required 
south of the dove field gate due 
to the presence of migratory 
waterfowl on the Point Farm 
Unit.  Also, dove hunting hours 
on Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA 
are one half hour before sunrise 
until 12 p.m. (noon).

For more information on 
Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA dove 
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hunting, contact Shane Granier 
at 504-284-5264 or sgranier@
wlf.la.gov .  

The Department of Wild-
life and Fisheries is charged 
with managing and protecting 
Louisiana’s abundant natural 
resources. For more informa-
tion, visit us at www.wlf.louisi-
ana.gov on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ldwffb or follow 
us on Twitter @LDWF.

MINNESOTA
DNR INVITES PUBLIC 
INPUT ON PROPOSED 
ATV TRAIL IN ITASCA 

COUNTY
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) 
invites the public to review 
and comment on a proposal to 
authorize state Grant-in-Aid 
(GIA) funding for the Bigfork 
to Balsam All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) Trail in Itasca County.

The proposed funding will 
provide a managed ATV trail 
that connects the city of Bigfork 
to the Balsam Trail Blazers ATV 
Club trail in northern Itasca 
County. The county will spon-
sor the trail and provide trail 
monitoring, development and 
maintenance in cooperation 
with the Wilderness Wheelers 
ATV Club.

Most of the trail, which 
is approximately 25 miles, is 
located in the George Wash-
ington State Forest in northern 
Itasca County. Parts of the trail 
go through the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest and in the rights-
of-way of Itasca County roads. 

Approximately one mile of new 
trail would be developed on 
state forest land.

The majority of the trail 
route is already open to all ATV 
use. Segments of the trail that 
pass through state or federal 
lands also would continue to 
be open to nonmotorized uses, 
such as hiking and horseback 
riding.

The DNR welcomes public 
input on the trail proposal. 
Copies of the proposal and a 
project map are available for 
review online. To request a 
printed copy, call 218-999-7922 
or toll-free 888-646-6367.

Written comments on the 
proposal should be directed 
to: Andrew Brown, assistant 
area supervisor, DNR Parks 
and Trails Division, 1201 E. 
Highway 2, Grand Rapids, 
MN 55744. Comments can also 
be sent by email to andrew.
brown@state.mn.us or by fax 
to 218-999-7915.

DNR NAMES PAUL 
TELANDER CHIEF OF 
WILDLIFE SECTION

Paul Telander of Bemidji, a 
28-year wildlife management 
veteran of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), has been named the 
Fish and Wildlife Division’s 
new Wildlife Section chief. His 
new duties begin Wednesday, 
Dec. 5.

“Paul is an experienced 
wildlife manager and adminis-
trator who brings a strong track 
record of effectively working on 
complex wildlife management 

issues,” said Ed Boggess, divi-
sion director.

Telander has been regional 
wildlife manager for the DNR’s 
northwest region since 2005. 
Prior to that, he spent 21 years 
as manager or assistant manag-
er of the 55,000 acre Thief Lake 
Wildlife Management Area and 
surrounding area.

“Paul has been a leader in 
addressing some very difficult 
and high profile issues such as 
elk management, bovine tu-
berculosis and Con-Con land 
issues,” Boggess said. “He will 
be able to put that experience 
and skill to good use in work-
ing through broader statewide 
wildlife and habitat manage-
ment issues.”

Telander will oversee a 
$47.2 million annual Wildlife 
Section budget and a staff of 
220 full-time and 81 part-time 
employees. With personnel 
based in four regional and 38 
area offices, the section carries 
out research and management 
programs affecting state wild-
life species and habitat.

The DNR’s Wildlife Sec-
tion acquires, develops, and 
manages wildlife management 
areas, which are open to public 
hunting during established 
seasons; recommends hunt-
ing and other wildlife-related 
regulations; conducts wildlife 
population census, survey and 
research projects; and works to 
protect, enhance, and restore 
wildlife habitat on public and 
private lands.

Telander earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in wildlife 
management from the Univer-


