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Gun Laws

Many people call for more 
firearms laws without knowing 
or acknowledging the laws on 
the books. Let’s look at a case 
study to see what laws are al-
ready in effect and what should 
happen to a career criminal 
who breaks the gun laws.

Scenario: Bob is a multi-
convicted felon, a drug dealer 
and a fugitive. He lives in New 
York City. Five of Bob’s “cus-
tomers”, all of whom are drug 
addicts previously convicted 
of felony drug trafficking, ask 
Bob to get them guns. Two 
of his customers live in New 
Jersey. Bob obtains a fake New 
Hampshire driver’s license and 
other identification. He drives 
to New Hampshire, goes to 
five sporting goods stores, fills 
out the ATF forms, undergoes 
the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check (NICS) and 
purchases the guns. (His coun-
terfeit identification enables 
him to get through the back-
ground check.) He immediately 
files the serial numbers off the 
guns, returns to New York and 

delivers them to his customers, 
knowing they will be used in a 
crimes of violence involving the 
drug trade.

Using the above scenario 
and looking at the Gun Control 
Act (United States Code, Title 
18, Chapter 44), Bob should face 
considerable prison time. Keep 
in mind that numerous state 
and local laws were broken as 
well. In the interest of space, 
we will only look at the federal 
violations.

It was a federal felony for 
Bob -- as a convicted felon, as a 
fugitive or as an unlawful drug 
dealer -- to buy or receive or 
transport any firearm (§ 922(g)
(1)-(3)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob to exhibit false identifica-
tion when purchasing the guns 
(§ 922(a)(6), § 924 (a)(1)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob, a resident of New York, to 

buy firearms in another state 
and transport them back to 
New York (§ 922 (a)(3)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob to sell firearms to persons 
who were not New York resi-
dents (§ 922 (a)(5)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob to sell firearms to convicted 
felons or unlawful drug users 
regardless of where they lived 
(§ 922 (d)(1),(3)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob to engage in the business 
of dealing in firearms without 
a Federal Firearms License (§ 
922 (a)(1)(A)).

It was a federal felony for 
Bob to transport a firearm with 
an obliterated serial number (§ 
922 (k)).

Penalties

The basic felony penalties 
for each of Bob’s willful viola-
tions are fines, imprisonment 
or both. Bob could face up to 
a maximum of 5 or even 10 
years in prison, depending on 
the violation. Each gun would 
constitute a separate count for 
each offense.

There is an alternative sen-
tence of 10 years for knowingly 
violating six of the provisions 
(§ 924 (a)(2)), which would in-

The Writer’s Guide to 
Firearms and Ammunition

Penalties For Violating Firearm Laws -- A Case Study



21
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November  2012                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

crease the total federal felony 
sentence to 470 years.

The penalty provisions of 
the Gun Control Act define ad-
ditional offenses and enhanced 
penalties that would increase 
Bob’s sentence further:

— Bob’s knowledge that 
crimes would be committed 
with the guns he transported 
and sold would add 50 years of 
sentencing time (§ 924(B), (h)).

— Since Bob had more than 
three felony convictions, he is 
subject to a mandatory 75-year 
sentence (§ 924(e)(1)).

— Bob’s trip to New Hamp-
shire to acquire firearms to be 
used in illegal dealing in fire-
arms is a felony carrying a sen-
tence up to 10 years (§ 924(n)).

— Bob’s conspiracy with his 
customers to purchase in anoth-
er state and provide firearms to 
be used in a crime of violence 
is punishable by a sentence up 
to 20 years (§ 924(O)).

Conclusion

Eliminating illegal gun 
transfers requires that we en-
force the laws on the books with 
a zero-tolerance policy and long 
prison terms for lawbreakers 
and criminals like Bob.

“There Ought To Be A Law 
. . .” (And There Is)

 • You must be 18 years old 
to purchase long guns (rifles 
and shotguns) and 21 years old 
to purchase handguns.

 • You must be 18 to pur-
chase rifle or shotgun am-
munition and 21 to purchase 
handgun ammunition.

 • It is illegal for certain 
categories of people to ship, 
transport, receive or possess 
firearms. These categories in-
clude any person:

 under indictment for, or 
convicted of a crime punishable 
by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year

 who is a fugitive
 who is an unlawful user 

or addicted to any controlled 
substance

 who is an illegal alien
 who has been dishonorably 

discharged from the military
 who is subject to a restrain-

ing order from harassing, stalk-
ing or threatening an intimate 
partner or child

 who has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor crime of domes-
tic violence

 who has been adjudicated 
mentally defective, or had been 
committed to any mental insti-
tution

 who was a citizen of the 
United States but has renounced 
citizenship

 • Mail order sales or other 
transfers of firearms between 
individuals in different states 
are illegal.

 • It is illegal to have, ship 
or receive a firearm that has its 
permanent serial number miss-
ing or changed.

 • It is illegal to purchase a 
firearm with the intent to sell it 
to an unqualified third party. 
These are called “strawman” 
purchases (Visit www.dontlie.
org).

 • A federal firearms li-
censee must make an official 
record of every sale or transfer 
of all firearms and notify the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
if multiple firearms sales are 
made to any person in a single 
transaction.

 • It is illegal to manufacture 
or sell ammunition specifically 
designed to defeat body armor.

 • Theft of a firearm from 
a federally licensed dealer is 
punishable by imprisonment 
for up to 10 years and a fine of 
$250,000 (18 United States Code 
§922(u)).
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Cold Weather

There are many precau-
tions people take when the 
cold weather rushes in for 
the winter. Pets can also be 
heavily affected by the drop 
in temperatures and so it 
is important to take note of 
these precautions.

Prior to the first freeze, 
schedule an appointment 
with your veterinarian for 
a checkup. You need to be 
aware of the existing illnesses 
your pet has; some chronic 
illnesses can worsen in the 
winter.

If you have small pets it is 
best to keep them in a warm 
shelter, like your house, for 
nights below freezing. As a 
precaution it is important to 
do a home inspection prior 
to the winter months, be-
cause your furnace can leak 
carbon monoxide which can 
be a silent killer for you and 
your pets. It is also necessary 
to check windows and door 
panes for drafts which can 
suck out the warm air and 
bring in the cold winter air.

If your pet does stay out-
side check it’s paws for sharp 
ice or embedded snow which 
can lead to frostbite and fur-
ther damage.

 If your animals can not be 
brought inside due to their 
size Dr. Leslie Easterwood, 
clinical assistant professor in 
equine medicine at the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sci-
ences (CVM) explains ways 
your animal can be protected 
from the cold temperatures.

“Herd animals tend to 
congregate together to con-
serve body heat, and will 
generally protect the young 
ones in the center,” said 
Easterwood. “If it is not wet, 
and merely cold, then all 
they should need is a wind 
break.”

“Their natural winter coat 
traps air against the skin 
when it fluffs up, and this 
insulates them,” notes East-
erwood. “Their natural fat 
cover also helps to add insu-
lation as well.”

“Cold, wet weather calls 
for some type of covered pro-
tection if at all possible,” said 
Easterwood. “They will also 
need additional roughage or 
hay in order to produce their 
own body heat.”

When providing extra 
hay for your animals to stay 
warm make sure the hay is 
fresh. According to Easter-
wood, “using old hay for 
bedding can pose problems 
with varmints, mold, in-
haled allergens, parasites, 
and many more.”

 Most  large animals 
should stay outside, unless 
they are newborns or de-
bilitated animals. Most other 
large animals can withstand 
the coldest of temperatures.

“Babies are most adapted 
to being born in the spring, 
when temperatures are mild-
er,” explains Easterwood. 
“Again, as long as they have 
a wind break and some cover 
from the rain (even if it is a 
shed with no sides) than they 
will be fine.”

When the temperature 
drops, it is vital to keep your 
animals hydrated. Proper hy-
dration helps animals regu-
late their body temperature. 
Dehydration can cause major 
health problems for animals 
in the cold.  

“One of the most fre-
quently encountered medical 

Protecting Pets from Winter 
Cold
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problems for horses related to 
the cold weather is impaction 
colic due to a decreased con-
sumption of water,” explains 
Easterwood. “Horses do not 
like to drink cold water, and 
we have studies to prove that 
they will drink more water if 
it is warmed. For this reason 
they use bucket warmers up 
north in order to prevent the 
water from freezing, and to 
keep it warm to encourage 
increased consumption. In 
most cases we do not have 
to go to those measures here 
in Texas, but some individual 
horses who are very opposed 
to cold water would benefit 
from those extra measures.”

“Some owners will top-
dress their grain with oral 
electrolyte powder to en-
courage their horses to drink 
more in the winter,” notes 
Easterwood. “Keeping track 
of water consumption for 
their horse can give them 
a heads-up to impending 
problems if they notice a 
decrease.”

During the winter months 
keep a cautious eye on your 
animals, because with your 
help they will be able to with-
stand the cold months.

“Watching your pets and 
getting to know their indi-
vidual behaviors, body con-
ditions, and intake habits can 
be very helpful in maintain-
ing a healthy animal through 

the winter,” says Easter-
wood. “Also it is extremely 
important to maintain a good 
relationship with your veteri-
narians so that they can help 
with any problems along the 
way.”

ABOUT PET TALK

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. Sto-
ries can be viewed on the 
Web at http://tamunews.
tamu.edu.

Suggestions for future 
topics may be directed to 
cvmtoday@cvm.tamu.edu.

Disclaimer: If you do not 
wish to receive further news/
releases from Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
please click the following 
link: [Remove Me]. Requests 
will take a maximum of 10 
business days to process.

Contact information: An-
gela Clendenin, Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Scienc-
es, Vet Med Rm 101, VMA, 
BLDG 1026 - 4461 TAMU, 
College Station, TX 77843-
4461
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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited 
reaches conserva-

tion milestone

 Ducks Unlimited (DU) 
is proud to announce it has 
reached a conservation mile-
stone with more than 13 million 
acres of habitat conserved in 
North America. The ground-
breaking number is a cumula-
tive accomplishment of the mil-
lions of DU members, as well as 
volunteers and partners, who 
have been a part of the organi-
zation over the past 76 years. 

"Coming on the heels of 
DU's 75th anniversary year, this 
milestone is a fitting tribute to 
the hard work of each and ev-
ery member, volunteer and staff 
member who has contributed 
in any way over the past three-
quarters of a century," said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. "If not for their 
dedication and commitment to 
conservation, this accomplish-
ment would not have been 
possible."

Such conservation gains 
did not come easily in the face 
of ongoing threats to water-
fowl and their habitats. Loss of 
wetlands and other waterfowl 
habitats across North America 
is a challenge DU volunteers 
take seriously, and their efforts 

will not stop now.

"DU's on-the-ground habi-
tat conservation work, science 
and policy efforts, and the hard 
work of all waterfowl conser-
vationists will never be more 
important than in the years 
ahead," said Dr. Scott Yaich, 
DU's director of conservation 
operations. "DU, along with 
our waterfowl conservation 
partners, must build upon the 
progress that resulted in 13 mil-
lion acres conserved."

The groundbreaking num-
ber is a perfect example of 
how much can be achieved 
when hunters and others with 
a passion for waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation work to-
gether for a common goal. DU's 
mission has always been to 
conserve, restore and manage 
wetlands and associated habitat 
for North America's waterfowl, 
and this milestone is a direct 
reflection of that statement.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world's largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America's continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 13 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 

by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more informa-
tion on our work, visit www.
ducks.org. Connect with us on 
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/DucksUnlimited, follow 
our tweets at twitter.com/
DucksUnlimited and watch 
DU videos at youtube.com/
DucksUnlimitedInc.

Matt Coffey

(843) 263-7445

mcoffey@ducks.org

Pheasants Forever 
Announces First 

Veterans Wildlife 
Area Project

In honor of Minnesota’s ser-
vicemen and women, area will 
be open for public recreation

As part of its 30th anni-
versary and in recognition of 
Veterans Day, 2012, Pheasants 
Forever (PF) and its partners 
are working to develop sup-
port for the Minnesota Veter-
ans Wildlife Area project. The 
purpose of this project is to 
honor Minnesota’s veterans 
and military, and permanently 
secure a public wildlife area 
in honor of their service. This 
project is patterned after Pheas-
ants Forever’s “Build a Wildlife 
Area” campaign, which has 
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completed 21 projects in three 
states, providing more than 
5,000 acres for public use and 
outdoor recreation. 

“On behalf of Minnesota’s 
Veterans, we are proud to sup-
port the Minnesota Veterans 
Wildlife Area Project, 2012.  
This initiative by Pheasants 
Forever is an excellent example 
of our community and state’s 
support and commitment to 
the men and women who have 
fought and served our state and 
nation,” says Larry Shellito, 
commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. “Many of our Veterans in 
Minnesota enjoy hunting and 
fishing for recreation as well 
as therapy.  This program hon-
ors Minnesota’s heroes while 
preserving our state’s natural 
wildlife resources for genera-
tions to come.”

This effort is supported by 
Minnesota’s Commander ’s 
Task Force (CTF), comprised of 
nine congressionally chartered 
Veteran Service Organizations. 
Like PF’s Build a Wildlife Area 
projects, the Minnesota Veter-
ans Wildlife Area project will 
put 100 percent of the funds 
raised directly toward the proj-
ect. In addition, it’s been Pheas-
ants Forever’s pledge from the 
beginning to see that every dol-
lar donated to the Minnesota 
Veterans Wildlife Area project is 
leveraged through federal and 
state grants which Pheasants 
Forever has secured.

“For protecting the liberties 
that define our American way 
of life, Pheasants Forever wants 

to honor our state and country’s 
Veterans. Securing lands and 
wildlife that the public can en-
joy forever is the most effective 
and efficient way Pheasants 
Forever can use its resources 
and 30 years of experience to 
accomplish this goal,” says 
Howard K. Vincent, president 
and CEO for Pheasants Forever. 
“The Minnesota Veterans Wild-
life Area will serve as a perma-
nent reminder of the sacrifices 
made by our servicemen and 
women, and we hope all those 
who use the area remember 
the Veterans who protect our 
everyday privileges and in do-
ing so also protect our outdoor 
heritage.”

Since its inception in 2003, 
the Build a Wildlife Area cam-
paign has been recognized as a 
proven model for raising funds, 
protecting wildlife habitat and 
providing the public outdoor 
areas to enjoy. Once land is 
acquired, it is then restored 
and enhanced for wildlife and 
to provide a permanent place 
for the public to enjoy hunting, 
fishing and the outdoors both 
for today’s outdoorspeople and 
future generations. Historically, 
each project has become a pub-
lic Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) or Waterfowl Produc-
tion Area (WPA).

For more information re-
garding Pheasants Forever’s 
Minnesota Veterans Wildlife 
Area project, please contact 
Joe Duggan at (651) 331-9734 
or email Joe. For all other in-
quiries, please contact Rehan 

Nana, Pheasants Forever public 
relations specialist, at (651) 209-
4973 or email Rehan.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members 
and 720 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.
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News From The AKC

Chairman’s Report 
December 2012

-- The True Essence of 
AKC Breeders --

Eleven years ago, Ron 
Menaker, Dennis Sprung, and 
the good folks at Eukanuba 
created the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship and 
made celebrating our breeders 
an integral part of the event. In 
2003, they added the Best Bred-
By-Exhibitor competition and 
every year since then, many of 
our sport’s top breeders com-
pete in the Bred-By-Exhibitor 
competition.

In fact, 30% of the more than 
4000 dogs entered in conforma-
tion this weekend are entered in 
the Bred-By-Exhibitor competi-
tion. And they aren’t here just 
to compete; they take the time 
to educate the public about 
their breed at the AKC Meet 
the Breeds¬Æ over the course 
of the weekend.

In addition, the Breeder of 
the Year Award recognizes one 
prominent AKC breeder from 
each Group who has made a 
great impact on a specific breed. 
At the end of the presentation 
Sunday night honoring these 
seven breeders, one will be 
chosen as 2012 AKC Breeder 
of the Year.

Certainly, this emphasis on 
the role of breeders is a clear 
statement:

There is no doubt that the 
American Kennel Club respects 
and supports our breeders.

And that commitment will 
grow even stronger next year. I 
have been working with Den-
nis, AKC Staff, and the Parent 
Club and the Health Delegate 
Committees, and I am pleased 
to announce the initiation of 
our first Breeders Workshop 
at next year’s AKC/Eukanuba 
Championship show.

This free workshop will be 
by breeders and for breeders, 
and will feature what I call 
“news you can use.”

There is also no doubt 
that the public loves what our 
breeders bring into the world 
‚Äì puppies, bred for type and 
to be sound in body, mind, and 
spirit. Look at any social shar-
ing site and puppies are always 
a big part of the conversation. 
On You Tube alone, there are 
over 729,000 videos garnering 
billions of views.

There are many reasons to 
look forward to the Holiday 
Season, but anyone who has 
bred a litter knows there is 
something extra-special that ar-
rives each year ‚Äì the Holiday 
cards and notes updating you 
on the puppies you bred that 
are now part of other families.

Both the photos and mes-
sages are heartfelt expressions 
of how lives were made better 
by the addition of that dog. The 

arrival of those cards serves 
as a powerful reminder of the 
important role responsible AKC 
breeders play in bringing the 
joy of a dog into people’s lives.

There is also no doubt that, 
while the public loves pup-
pies, not all of the public loves 
breeders. Unfortunately, many 
see our responsible breeders 
in a very different light than 
reality ‚“ a misconception that 
is as incorrect as it is offensive. 
A misconception promoted 
by a few and accepted by too 
many. And because of this ex-
traordinary disconnect between 
perception and reality, there is a 
continuous onslaught of restric-
tive laws with the sole purpose 
of eliminating all breeders ‚ 
“including our responsible 
breeders.

All of us will continue to 
fight anti-breeder legislation, 
but we must do more.

There is also no doubt that 
we must change the conver-
sation about our responsible 
breeders.

From unabashed lies to the 
truth.

From a cloud of doubt to 
clarity of trust.

From rumors and innuendo 
to factual reality.

From expediency in law-
making to right judgment.

To accomplish this, we must 
have unity and dedication of 
purpose. In addition to all that 
AKC does now to add to the 
conversation, we will do more 
‚Äì especially by engaging the 
general public.
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We have powerful com-
munication resources with our 
newly re-imagined website, our 
database of millions of people, 
our robust Facebook and Twit-
ter following, and our profes-
sional and passionate public 
relations team led by Lisa Pe-
terson, a proud AKC Breeder 
of Merit. We will utilize those 
resources to reach out to the 
public consistently, frequently, 
and convincingly about the true 
essence of our responsible and 
dedicated breeders.

But that is only part of the 
job. We need your support to 
take the message into your 
communities, where the voters 
are who can impact our future. 
You are the force that brings 
together, and then unleashes, 
the true power of the American 
Kennel Club.

Our breeders represent ev-
erything we are today and ev-
erything we will be tomorrow. 
This weekend we will celebrate 
them and know that our des-
tiny is in good hands.

As always, your comments 
are welcome‚ atk@akc.org.

Sincerely,
Alan Kalter‚ Chairman

CLUB PR TIPS & TOOLS
Beyond the Shows ‚“ A 

Story for Any Season
The best way to make 

friends in the media is to offer 
them a unique story idea, re-
lated to a reporter’s beat, with a 
strong local tie. Stumped about 
what’s newsworthy beyond 
your annual show or trial? Be-
low are some topics that might 

spur ideas about what to pitch. 
Various Ideas 
 Does your club provide 

opportunities for community 
involvement such as obedience 
training classes, visiting hospi-
tals and/or senior citizens with 
therapy dogs, or hold match 
shows or field trials?

 Do you have any outstand-
ing junior handlers in your 
club?

 Is your club involved in 
rescue? Does it have a separate 
non-profit foundation for fund-
raising to highlight? How many 
dogs has your club placed or 
saved?

 Has a rescued or adopted 
shelter dog gone on to win 
obedience, agility or field titles?

 Has a local dog done some-
thing heroic? Can you honor 
that dog, or nominate it for an 
AKC Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence (ACE)? 
Learn more about the program 
here.

 What are your Canine Am-
bassadors doing? Hosting an 
assembly or running an art 
poster contest at a school?

 Has a member of your club 
been awarded a Community 
Achievement Award? If not, 
nominate them at: http://
www.akc.org/pdfs/CAANom-
inationForm.pdf

 Has your club donated 
gifts or time to local commu-
nity groups, such as the public 
library?
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

October 2012 NSSF-
Adjusted NICS 

Background Checks 
Up 18.4 Percent

 The October 2012 NSSF-ad-
justed National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System 
(NICS) figure of 1,118,994 is an 
increase of 18.4 percent over 
the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure 
of 945,088 in October 2011. For 
comparison, the unadjusted 
October 2012 NICS figure of 
1,604,743 reflects a 20.5 percent 
increase from the unadjusted 
NICS figure of 1,331,836 in Oc-
tober 2011.

This marks the 29th straight 
month that NSSF-adjusted NICS 
figures have increased when 
compared to the same period 
the previous year and the high-
est figures ever reported for the 
month of October.

The adjusted NICS data 
were derived by subtracting 
out NICS purpose code permit 

checks used by several states 
such as Kentucky, Iowa and 
Michigan for CCW permit 
application checks as well as 
checks on active CCW permit 
databases.

Though not a direct correla-
tion to firearms sales, the NSSF-
adjusted NICS data provide a 
more accurate picture of cur-
rent market conditions. In ad-
dition to other purposes, NICS 
is used to check transactions of 
firearms sales and transfers on 
new and used handguns and 
long guns.

For additional information 
on NICS or to view a complete 
set of the current monthly 
reports, please visit the NICS 
website.

Quest ions  concerning 
NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
should be directed to NSSF 
at 203-426-1320 or research@
nssf.org. Additional research is 
available at nssf.org/research. 
NSSF members may access 

historical monthly NICS 
data by logging in and 
clicking on "NSSF In-
dustry Research" then 
"Monthly updates of 
NICS data."

Four States Approve 
Constitutional 
Protection for 

Hunting, Fishing and 
Trapping

This past election day, citi-
zens in Idaho, Kentucky, Ne-
braska and Wyoming voted 
on separate proposals to add 
protection for hunting, fish-
ing and trapping to their state 
constitutions. The measures 
were approved in all four states 
and now those activities are 
protected rights in each state’s 
constitution.

Voters in Idaho overwhelm-
ingly approved proposal HJR2, 
which received 452,950 favor-
able votes, or 73.4 percent of the 
vote. Blaine County contained 
the most people opposed to the 
measure, where 65.3 percent 
of voters rejected protecting 
hunting in the constitution. 
Nebraska passed its own simi-
lar measure with a 76 percent 
approval rate.

These four states join 13 oth-
er states which had previously 
amended their constitution 
to protect these rights in their 
constitution, according to the 
Associated Press. Those states 
include: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, South Carolina, Tennes-
see, Virginia, Wisconsin and 
Vermont, which is the only state 
to have written the measure 
into its constitution in 1777.

Kentucky.com writes, “vot-
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ers overwhelmingly approved 
an amendment that the General 
Assembly passed in 2011 as 
a pre-emptive strike against 
anyone who would challenge 
Kentuckians’ right to “harvest 
wildlife.” At present, nobody is 
lobbying against hunting and 
fishing in Kentucky or legally 
challenging it. But somebody 
in the future might have, such 
as an animal-rights group, said 
the amendment’s sponsor, Rep. 
Leslie Combs, D-Pikeville. Now 
they can’t, Combs said.”

According to supporters, 
these new amendments also 
enable lawmakers and state 
game and fish departments to 
continue managing hunting 
and fishing, setting bag limits, 
regulations and choose hunting 
and trapping as the preferred 
methods of wildlife manage-
ment.

Delta Waterfowl’s 
President Steps Down 

Scientific Director 
Frank Rohwer 

appointed interim 
president

After 20 years with Del-
ta Waterfowl, Rob Olson an-
nounced today he is stepping 
down as president of the con-
servation organization. Olson’s 
passion for waterfowling and 
his innovative vision for con-
servation has been a pillar of 
Delta’s unprecedented growth 
over the past two decades. 
Olson will continue at Delta 
for the next several months to 
assist in the transition period.

Olson joined Delta in 1992 
as a graduate student doing his 
master’s degree work in natural 
resources management. Olson 
has held a variety of roles with 
the foundation. He was ap-
pointed president in 2003.

“It’s been an absolutely in-
credible run for me at Delta,” 
Olson said. “I’m honored to 
have been able to play a role 
in the success of one of North 
America’s most innovative con-
servation organizations.”

Olson was instrumental in 
growing the chapter volunteer 
network and support base for 
the organization, launching 
the first continent-wide duck 
hunter recruitment program, 
developing Delta’s predator 
management program, leading 
Delta’s cutting-edge commu-
nications work and overseeing 
the growth of the Alternative 
Land Use Services conservation 
program in Canada.

Olson said he is looking 
forward to spending more time 
with his family and friends in 
his hometown of Winnipeg, 
and will continue to support 
Delta in the future.

The organization’s board of 
directors has named Dr. Frank 
Rohwer, Delta’s long-time sci-
entific director, as interim presi-
dent.

Rohwer started working 
at Delta as a student assistant 
in 1976, and continued as a 
funded Delta graduate student 
for both his master’s degree 
and doctorate work. After a 
short hiatus in the late 1980s, 
Rohwer returned to Delta as 

the scientific director in 1991. 
He has held that position for 
most of the years since then, 
while simultaneously serving 
on the faculty at Louisiana State 
University.

Delta is also pleased to an-
nounce the return of Jonathan 
Scarth, a past president who 
will lead Delta’s efforts on con-
servation policy. Scarth has a 
long association with Delta, in-
cluding a summer assistantship 
helping Rohwer track down 
radio-marked blue-winged teal 
broods in 1979.

Scarth is one of the archi-
tects of ALUS – Alternative 
Land Use Services – Delta’s 
innovative program to foster 
duck and ecosystem-friendly 
farm policies. Scarth returns to 
Delta after a substantial stint in 
Canadian politics, which will 
be valuable background for 
the leader of Delta’s programs 
to advance conservation policy 
that benefits ducks and duck 
hunters.

“These are exciting times,” 
Rohwer said. “I’m confident 
Delta will become even more 
effective as a science-based ad-
vocacy organization. We are in 
this for the ducks, the hunters, 
the habitat and the waterfowl 
heritage that we love.”

Delta Waterfowl Founda-
tion is a leading North Ameri-
can conservation organization, 
tracing its origins to the birth of 
the wildlife conservation move-
ment in 1911. The Foundation 
supports research, provides 
leadership and offers science-
based solutions to efficiently 


