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Buy The Book

Becoming A Better Shot
By Alex Brant

I am quite competitive, but mostly 
just with myself If I feel that I’m doing 
something well, I’m happy. If I feel that 
I’m not shooting as well as I should be, 
I’m not a happy camper. Ironically, it is 
often from these days that I learn the most.

If I miss a single target, I try to let it pass 
and go on to the next. If, however, I’m having 
a slump, I try to think why. Indeed, I’ve been 
known to talk to myself; not so loudly that 
neighbors hear, but enough to get curious 
glances from my loaders.

For me, shooting below par normally 
revolves around old habits-fiends, not friends. 
First among them is confidence. Often I know 
a target is dead right as I start my gun mount. 
This does not happen often, but when I have 
this feeling it’s close to infallible. If I miss a 
few birds that I shouldn’t and my confidence 
wavers, I tend to become too deliberate, too 
exact, looking for the lead. This old habit comes 
from my clay days -maintained/ sustained 
lead. But when brought over to game shooting 
this caution translates to a slowing of the barrels, 
or, perhaps the worse sin of all, double-checking 
the sight picture by looking at the barrels (or the 
bead) instead of the bird, which causes the gun 
to StOD.

I recently read somewhere that you must 
“read the line, feel to lead.” This is truly great 
advice. Yes, there is a sight picture, a gap that 
varies with speed, distance, angle of the target, 
and the speed at which you move the barrels. 
(Accelerating the barrels, or more follow through 

for maintaincd-lead shooters, is the key to hitting longer 
birds.) And this sight picture varies dramatically. Yet 
shotgun shooting is a hand-eye game, very much like 
throwing a ball to someone running at full speed. The 
brain, with training and practice, knows what is correct. 
With experience, the unconscious mind knows what is 
best. The kiss of death is to try to make something that 
works work even better, as that will make you revert to 
checking your bead, slowing your barrels, and shooting 
behind the target. When you throw a ball to someone 
you look at the target, not your hand; it’s the same with 
shooting.

Thanks to Lyons Press we have 
offered you an excerpt from The 

Complete Guide to Wingshootng by 
Alex Brant

Becoming A Better 
Shot

By Alex Brant
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Some of the advice you get 
from gun scribes and shooting 
coaches is good, some bad, and 
some on the borderline of bizarre. 
Always consider whether the advice 
offered inakes sense for the way 
you shoot. For example, I recently 
read a shooting magazine in which 
a leading coach wrote that he was 
missing archangels miles in front. 
He didn’t realize it until a picker 
mentioned it to him after the drive. 
Actually, I doubt that because birds 
at sixty yards need loads of lead. 
More likely he was off-line, but 
perhaps the advice got him to focus 
better. Also, I have absolutely no 
idea how a picker could tell where 
our expert’s shot was going relative 
to the birds from some distance 
behind the line.

I recently spent a couple of 
weeks shooting in Argentina. I 
could not shoot my way out of a 
wet paper bag for the first three 
boxes or so of shells. I was over-
leading, but I believe it was for a 
very curious reason; I am primarily 
a tall pheasant shot. When you 
compare the size of the eared dove 
to even a small hen pheasant, the 
visual distinctions are dramatic. 
Subconsciously, I was computing 
a thirty-yard dove as a sky-high 
pheasant and dialing in the same 
lead with which I was accustomed. 
Also, a pheasant with a tail wind is a 
much faster target. When I changed 
my lead after trial and much error 
and cut back 60 to 80 percent, my 
ratio went from 5 to 1 to 1.2 to 1.

For the remainder of the trip 
I limited myself to five boxes 
per session, as that was as much 
pounding from my fixed-breech 
12gauge as I felt comfortable with 
shooting morning and afternoon, 
day after day. A 20- or 28-gauge is 
sufficient, if properly choked, for 
even the tallest dove. I had brought 
the 12-gauge because on this trip 
we were also shooting ducks and 
geese in different areas. The heavy 

loads the outfitter supplied were 
also unnecessary.

More goofy advice: Another 
writer suggested shooting low 
on classic partridge. Mistakenly 
thinking that this fellow knew what 
he was writing about, I decided to 
try it on my first day of partridge 
shooting last season. I hit my 
partridge. Low. Too low. With a 
fast, low target, just go through the 
line and shoot, don’t formulate, 
formalize, or over-think. Partridge 
are about reactions, albeit trained, 
practiced reflexes.

One other bit of odd advice I’ve 
heard repeated is to focus on the 
air in front of the bird. I beg your 
pardon? You can only focus on an 
object that has reflective qualities, 
such as the page you’re reading or 
a bird in the air. Don’t believe me? 
Focus out across a field, eyes toward 
the sky. Try focusing five feet in 
front, now twenty. No difference, is 
there? This advice perverts the laws 
of physics, optics, and cognition. 
Take it at your own peril. Focus on 
the bird, see the barrels peripherally, 
and all will be right with the world.

COACHING AND 
PRACTICE

Some dog breeds naturally and 
instinctively point, others retrieve, 
and still others herd. Man has 
instincts, as well. Unfortunately, he 
does not have an instinct to shoot. 
He must be trained to shoot. It can 
be coached. It is reactive. Perhaps it 
is even a conditioned reflex; reward 
comes in seeing a target break 
or a bird fold. It is nonetheless a 
misnomer, almost a malapropism, 
to call it instinctive. A better way 
to put it is that the unconscious 
mind knows better when to slap 
the trigger than the conscious mind 
trying to deliberately measure lead. 
This is true. But this is not instinct.

One shooting coach, who bills 
himself (a la Sherlock Holmes) as a 

“shooting consultant,” describes the 
correct lead as about 1 1/4” inches, 
ideally measured-get this-off the 
middle of the sides of the barrel. 
His logic runs something like this: 
The gap in real terms increases with 
the distance from the barrel, the 
angle formed remaining constant. 
However, lead as a function of 
distance is not linear. And this 
theory doesn’t take into account 
over-unders versus side-by-sides 
or large versus small gauges, all 
of which would affect the angle in 
relation to 1 1/4” inches because the 
distance from the side of the barrel 
in relation to the centerline of the rib 
keeps changing.

Reading off the middle of the 
side of the barrel does force you to 
shoot high, though, which may help 
on crossers that are often missed low. 
If you don’t pivot your feet there 
is a physical tendency- running 
out of swing-to come off-line in a 
downward arc (rainbowing). But 
Joe Nickerson’s advice, from The 
Shooting Man’s Creed, to place a top 
hat on the bird and shoot for the top 
is much better. Just keep in mind, 
for a bird that has set its wings and 
is dropping ignore this advice and 
just go through the bird to establish 
the correct line. A gun that fits is 
also critical.

An interesting way to practice 
staying on a true straight line is 
to try mounting on the line where 
a wall meets a ceiling, beginning 
at various times, perhaps 30 to 60 
degrees to the front. Try to stay 
on this line as you mount and 
move your gun. This is the same 
line exhibited by a bird in level 
flight. A right-handed shooter 
will probably find birds to the left 
easier if he drops the right shoulder 
somewhat. Practice keeping your 
barrels perpendicular to the line. 
Make this a habit; it is useful.

Practicing your gun mount 
for five minutes a day will do 
wonders for your shooting. You’ll 
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also discover whether a little bit 
of weight training might help you. 
There is no need to go overboard 
in this regard, but if fatigue takes 
its toll too early you won’t shoot 
your best.

One of the best bits of advice I’ve 
ever received came from legendary 
shooter Smoker Smith: “Try to make 
things as easy as possible.” With 
clays, for example, that could mean 
standing at one side of the cage 
rather than in the middle or taking 
the first clay at a spot that makes 
picking up the second bird of a 
report pair much smoother. In game 
shooting, if most birds are coming 
over your left shoulder you might 
want to slightly shift your feet and 
even your gaze to make the shots as 
easy as possible.

The Complete Guide To 
Wingshooting by Alex 
Brant Reprinted with 

permission Copyrights  
Lyons Press 2005
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Guns

Every great day in the field 
or at the range begins with a 
great invitation. Send a themed 
postcard by email inviting a 
friend or newcommer to hunt 
and/or target shoot today. It's 
fast, free and will be a nice sur-
prise when it arrives in a friend 
or family member's inbox.

10 Reasons to Send that 
Invitation

    Build the Base:Where will 
the next generation of sports-
men and women come from 
who will support our firearms, 
hunting and shooting free-
doms? Of course, they will be 
the ones who you introduce to 
our sports today. Invite some-
one to hunt or target shoot.

    Top Factor: More than 90 
million U.S. adults 18 and over 
expressed at least some inter-
est in participating in hunting 
or target shooting, according 
NSSF/Harris polls. The top 
factor in getting them to par-
ticipate was an invitation from 
a friend or family member.

    Peer Power: Approximate-
ly 15 million youth who are not 
hunters or target shooters and 
are between the ages of 8 and 17 
would consider giving these ac-

tivities a try if asked by a peer, 
according to a study commis-
sioned by the Hunting Heritage 
Trust and NSSF and conducted 
by Responsive Management. 
Youth who are already in shoot-
ing programs should remember 
that their friends are waiting for 
an invitation to give shooting 
or hunting a try under adult 
supervision.

    Approval: Approximately 
three-quarters of youth and 
adults approve of hunting and 
target shooting, so it is not sur-
prising that people are purchas-
ing firearms and participating 
in the shooting sports in records 
numbers.

    Safer Than Golf: Hunt-
ing is safer than golf and many 
other sporting activities, ac-
cording to injury statistics. As 
for target shooting, accidents 
are extremely rare.

    Generosity: Educate a new 
hunter that he or she can donate 
venison to charitable food out-
lets to help feed those in need. 
Hunter donations make pos-
sible about 11 million venison 
meals annually.

    Giving Back: By purchas-
ing firearms, ammunition and 

hunting licenses, sportsmen 
and women contribute more 
than $1 billion annually to pro-
tect wildlife and habitat and 
fund shooting range develop-
ment. This funding mechanism 
has helped restore populations 
of species such as the Wild Tur-
key and White-tailed Deer that 
were struggling to survive 100 
years ago.

    Elevate Ethics: Firearms 
ownership and participation 
in both hunting and target 
shooting help youth and adults 
develop an ethical, responsible 
approach toward wildlife and 
wild places, and toward fire-
arms. Learn more at http://
www.nssf.org/lit/Ethical-
Hunter.pdf

    Did You Ever Consider? 
With their newfound knowl-
edge and perspective on hunt-
ing, target shooting and fire-
arms ownership, newcomers 
can respond to misinformed 
statements about these topics 
at work and social gatherings 
with a simple, "Did you ever 
consider this?"

    Preparedness: Self-reli-
ance is a core American value. 
Whether you learn to shoot for 
recreation, hunting or personal 
and home defense, you will 
have gained a new and valu-
able skill.

Invite a Friend, Newcomer 
to Hunt and Shoot



14
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2012                                                     Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

First Aid

PORTABLE DOG FIRST-AID 
KIT

Carry the following items with you 
in a waterproof trail pack whenever 
you go hunting with your dog.

• Ace bandage or vet wrap • Gauze 
sponges

• Roll of absorbent cotton • Space 
blanket

• Bottle of water • Hydrogen per-
oxide

• Ophthalmic antibiotic ointment

• Artificial tears • Topical antibiotic 
ointment

• Pocket knife • Tweezers

MEDICATIONS AND DOSES

Consult your vet if possible before 
administering any medication.

Hydrogen peroxide: For cleaning 
wounds: Pour on! To 

Induce vomiting.- One tablespoon 
per 25 lbs. of body weight, adminis-

tered orally. Repeat in five minutes, if necessary.

Pepto-Bismol: For diarrhea: 15 ml per 25-lbs. body 
weight, administered orally four times daily, as needed.

Aspirin (buffered) Torpain: One crushed tablet per 25 
to 50 lbs. of body weight, administered orally twice daily. 

Thanks to Willow Creek 
Press Press we offer you an 
excerpt from First Aid For 
Sporting Dogs By Charles 
DeVinne DVM & Laurie 
Morrow

First Aid For Sporting 
Dogs 

By Charles DeVinne DVM & Laurie Morrow

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!
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WARNING: Do not substi-
tute Ibuprofen, Tylenol, Advil, 
Nuprin , Motrin or similar 
pain relievers- These are toxic 
to dogs! Only use buffered 
aspirin!

Activated charcoal: For poi-
son ingestion: 30 ml per 10 lbs. 
of body weight administered 
orally. Read the instructions 
printed on carton.

Antihistamine (diphen-
hydramine) For allergic reac-
tion: One milligram per pound 
of body weight, administered 
orally three to four times daily.

Ophthalmic antibiotic oint-
ment without cortisone. For 
eye injury: One-quarter-inch 
applied four to six times daily.

MEDICATIONS AND 
DOSES

Topical antibiotic ointment 
without cortisone for wounds: 
Apply generously.

Maalox For upset stomach: 
One tablespoon per 25 lbs. of 
body weight, given orally twice 
a day or as needed. Only use 
when vomiting has ceased for 
over two hours.

Table Salt To induce vomit-
ing - Mix salt with warm water 
to a syrupy consistency. One 
tablespoon per 25 lbs. of body 
weight. Use a 60cc dose syringe 
to administer. Repeat in five 
minutes if necessary.

A DOG’S NORMAL 
VITAL SIGNS

BREATHING: The normal 
rate of respiration in a dog is 
between 14 and 22 times a min-
ute at rest.

TEMPERATURE: The nor-
mal temperature of a dog is 
between 99.5 and 102.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

HEART RATE: The normal 
heart rate of a dog is a pulse of 
between 60 and 120 beats per 
minute at rest.

EMERGENCY 
PROCEDURES

Steady your dog after an 
injury!

1. Do not panic.

2. Approach the dog slowly. 
Make no sudden movement.

3. Talk in a calm and reas-
suring voice. Never raise your 
voice.

4. Make eye contact.

5. Determine the need for a 
muzzle. The dog may or may 
not need a muzzle, depending 
on his condition and state.

The Following Substances 
Are Toxic To Dogs: 

Consult your veterinarian

or a poison control center

acetaminophen, anti-freeze 
(ethylene glycol), arsenic, 
bathroom cleaners, caulk-
ing, caustics, chocolate, drain 
cleaners,dry cleaning fluid 

fertilizers, fire extinguish-
er fluid, flea products, fuel 
oil, furniture polish, gasoline, 
glue,gun cleaning solvent, gun 
lubricant, haproxen 

ibuprofen, insecticides,   
laundry bleach, l a u n d r y 
detergent, lead, lead-based 
paints, liquid adhesive, liquid 
butane

metal  c leaners ,  motor 
oil,oven cleaners, paint re-
mover, petroleum distillates, 
phenylbutazone,pine oi l , 
rodenticides, rust remover, 
smokeless powder, strychnine, 
varnish remover,zinc (pennies)

POISONOUS PLANTS
These are just a few of the 

plants that are poisonous to 
dogs:

Aconite, Aloe Vera, Amaryl-
lis, Andromeda japonica, Apple 
(seeds and wilting leaves), 
Apricots, Asparagus Fern, Au-
tumn Crocus, Avocad (fruit and 
pit), Azalea, Babys Breath, Bird 
of Paradise, Birdnest sansovi-
oria, Bittersweet, Branching Ivy, 
Buckeye

Buddhist Pine, Caladium, 
Calla Lily, Carnation, Castor 
Bean, Ceriman, Cherry (seeds 
and wilting leaves), Chinaberry 
Tree (berries, bark, leaves, flow-
ers), Chinese Evergreen, Christ-
mas Cactus, Christmas Rose, 
Chrysanthemum, Cineraria, 
Clematis, Coleus, Cordaturn, 
Corn Plant, Cornstalk Plant, 
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Croton, Crown-of-thorns, Cu-
ban Laurei, Cycads, Cyclamen

Daffodil, Daisy, Dieffenba-
chia, all types, Dracaena, Daph-
ne, Dragon Tree, Dumb Cane 
(Dieffenbachia), Easter Lily, 
Elaine, Elephant ears,Emerald 
Feather, English holly, English 
ivy, Euonymus

Fiddle-lead, Fig, Flamingo 
Plant, Florida Beauty, Foxglove, 
Geranium, German Ivy, Glacier 
Ivy, Glory Ivy, Golden Pothos, 
Honeysuckle, Hyacinth, Hy-
drangea, Indian, Laurel, Indian 
Rubber Plant, Iris, Jade Plant, 
Japanese Show Lily, Jerusalem 
Cherry, Jonquil, Kalanchoe 
(Panda Bear Plant), Larkspur, 
Laurel, Lily-of-the-valley

Macadamia nut, Madagas-
car Dragon Tree, Marble Queen, 
Marijuana, Mexican Breadfruit,  
Miniature Croton, Mistletoe, 
Morning Glory, Mother-in-
Law’s Tongue

Narcissus, Needlepoint Ivy, 
Nephthytis, Nightshade, Nor-
folk Pine, Nutmeg, Oleander, 
Onion, Oriental Lily

Peace Lilly, Peach (wilting 
leaves and Pits), Pencil Cactus, 
Philodendron, Plum (wilting 
leaves and pits), Plumosa Fern, 
Pine needles, Poinsettia, Poison 
Ivy, Poison Oak, Pothos, Preca-
tory Bean, Primrose (Primula)

Red Emerald, Red Lilly, 
Red Princess, Rhododendron, 
Rhubarb leaves, Ribbon Plant, 
Rubrum Lily, Rose Bay

Sago Palm, Satin Pothos, 
Schefflera, Silver Pathos, Skunk 
cabbage, String of Pearls, Star-

gazer Lily, Sweet Pea, Sweet-
heart Ivy, Swiss Cheese Plant,

Taro Vine, Tiger Lily, To-
mato Plant (green fruit, stem, 
leaves), Tulip

Variegated Rubber Plant, 
Voltarin, Wandering Jew, Weep-
ing Fig, Western Lily, Wisteria, 
Wood Lily, Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow, Yew, Yucca

NOTE: A dog not only can 
ingest a poisonous plant, but 
seeds from poisonous plants 
can be inhaled through the 
mouth or enter the ear canal. 
Look for signs such as difficulty 
breathing, allergic reaction, 
sneezing, choking or coughing, 
and runny eyes. Get your dog 
to a vet immediately.

PORCUPINE QUILLS

PROBLEM: Your dog has 
porcupine quills

YOU NEED TO: Remove 
the quills immediately.

1. The quills are probably in 
the dog’s muzzle. Calm the dog 
as best as you can. He will be 
frightened and in pain.

2. Have someone hold his 
head.

3. Remove each quill one at 
a time with a pliers by grasping 
the quill close to the skin and 
pulling slowly and steadily.

4. After all the quills are 
removed, rinse the punctures 
with hydrogen peroxide and 
apply topical antibiotic oint-
ment.

5. Call your veterinarian.

First Aid For 
Sporting Dogs 

By Charles DeVinne 
DVM & Laurie Morrow. 

Reprinted with 
permission: Copyrights 

Willow Creek Press Press 
2000
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Holidays

Tree trimmings, lights and 
candles may set the perfect 
mood this holiday season, but 
ornaments, tinsel and other 
holiday items can be a recipe 
for disaster for our furry family 
members. Specialty veterinar-
ians at NYC Veterinary Special-
ists & Cancer Treatment Center 
in Manhattan and Florida Vet-
erinary Specialists in Tampa 
say families everywhere can 
avoid emergency room visits 
by keeping a simple thought 
in mind: keep animals sepa-
rated from dangerous items in 
your homes.

Common Holiday 
Hazards Pet Parents 

Should Watch Out For 
Include:

Pets People Food & Table 
Scraps- “Around the holiday 
season, there is always a lot 
of buzz about the dangers of 
chocolate (definitely a no-no!) 
and raisins (can cause kidney 
failure in dogs). But the big-
gest problems we see over the 
holidays are emergencies re-
lated to table scraps,” explains 
Dr. David Bessler, Emergency 

Medicine Clinician at NYC 
Veterinary Specialists. “When-
ever we gather for large family 
meals, we love to include our 
pets as part of the family. Great 
idea, but do it right!” urges Dr. 
Bessler. “Dogs should not be 
fed fatty ‘people-food’, not be-
cause it will make them fat, but 
because it can cause vomiting, 
diarrhea, and pancreatitis, an 
often fatal disease which claims 
the lives of thousands of dogs 
every year. Keep “people-food” 
away from dogs like you keep 
candles away from a baby.”

Bones – “There is no safe 
bone. Chicken bones, cooked 
or uncooked, beef bones and 
fish bones have all killed 
dogs. Bones get stuck in the 
esophagus, stomach, and intes-
tines and can poke through the 
walls of those organs, meaning 
almost certain death.” Warns 
Dr. Bessler. “To those people 
who say, ‘“but dogs eat bones 
in the wild!”’  I say, ‘“Bones 
kill dogs in the wild too.”’ A 
bone that fits down the throat 
of a wolf does not fit down the 
throat of a Yorkie.” 

 

Cords & Tree Lights (Elec-
trocution) – Prevalent in young 
animals such as puppies or kit-
tens that are more apt to explore 
objects by mouthing or chewing 
objects such as electrical cords 
and tree lights.

Real Christmas Trees – “A 
lot of pet owners are choos-
ing to go with artificial trees,” 
says Dr. Sonja Olson, Head of 
Emergency at Florida Veteri-
nary Specialists. “It’s not that 
real Christmas trees are toxic to 
pets, but tree needles can be ir-
ritating and extremely harmful 
to pets’ digestive tracts when 
swallowed. Pets also like to 
drink tree water, which may 
sort of taste like tea, but it can 
also be harmful to their diges-
tive tracts, so people have to be 
sure to cover up the tree water 
and keep pets from drinking it.”

Ornament ingestion – Ac-
cording to Dr. Bessler “The 
glass tree ornaments look like 
regular toys to dogs, so they’ll 
bite into them and get a mouth 
full of glass.”

 

Chocolate – It’s always 
best to keep a pet away from 
chocolate.  While it takes a 
large amount of milk chocolate 
to make an animal sick, “dark 
chocolate is 10 times more 
poisonous,” according to Dr. 
Bessler.  “The worst is baking 
chocolate.”

 

Holiday Pet Hazards - Tips From Top Vets

HOLIDAY TRIMMINGS 
CAN BE DEADLY FOR PETS

 
Top Emergency Specialty Veterinarians Offer Tips 

For Pet Parents
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Potpourri – According to 
Dr. Olson, “Potpourri and es-
pecially the oil-based potpourri 
people often burn over a flame 
can be very harmful to pets. 
Cats will lick it off of their paws 
and ingest it. This type of oil is 
a very significant irritant when 
ingested. It’s important to make 
sure our four-legged children 
stay far away from any kind of 
potpourri.”

 

Plant Ingestion – While 
many holiday plants are not 
fatally poisonous to animals, 
poinsettias and holly can cause 
mouth irritation, drooling, 
vomiting and diarrhea. In cats, 
ingestion of lilies can cause 
kidney failure.

 

Bread Dough/Yeast -- Dogs 
may sneak some bread dough 
meant for holiday treats. In the 
process of rising, the dough 
expands in the stomach and the 
yeast produces ethanol. This 
can lead to severe problems 
including alcohol poisoning, 
stomach distension and poten-
tial torsion. 

 

Tinsel – “Cats will play 
with tinsel and eat it,” adds Dr. 
Bessler.  The problem is it can 
become impacted in their intes-
tines.  “Sometimes the strings 
can cause their intestines to 
get bunched up into a knot.  
And, if the problem continues, 
it can actually saw through the 
intestines.”
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Vet Talk

QUESTION: Ear problems 
are common in dogs. Are there 
any universal signs that should 
alert you to the fact that your 
dog may have an ear problem 
and need to have its ears ex-
amined?

ANSWER: In almost every 
type of canine ear problem, 
owners report having seen their 
dogs shake their heads, scratch 
the ear or attempt to gain relief 
by rubbing their ear against 
the floor or furnishings. You 
may notice that the ear is red 
and has a smelly brown waxy 
deposit in it.

QUESTION: I caught our 
puppy as she tried to pick up 
a pin in her mouth. It made me 
wonder what you should do if 
your pet swallows something 
sharp, like a pin or needle?

ANSWER: Don’t try home 
remedies to try to get the sharp 
object to pass through the pet’s 
digestive system. Sharp objects, 
such as a pin, can easily lodge in 
the soft tissue. Your veterinar-
ian can quickly locate the object 
with X-rays and, if needed, 
remove it surgically -

QUESTION: is it true that 
puppies should not be exposed 
to stressful situations between 
8 to 11 weeks of age because 
they are prone to developing 
phobias at that age?

ANSWER: Yes. Puppies are 
particularly impressionable at 
this age. It is also the time when 
puppies should learn about 
people and the outside world. 
If an experience causes panic, 
calmly remove the puppy from 
the situation without babying 
or you’ll make matters worse.

QUESTION: our dog has a 
recurring ear problem. Would 
the medication be more ef-
fective if we cleaned out his 
ears before we applied the ear 
medication?

ANSWER: Usually a dirty 
ear can hinder the medication’s 
effectiveness, but cases differ, 
so consult your veterinarian 
about specific ear care for your 
dog. Ear problems often recur 
because dog owners think the 
problem is cured and prema-
turely stop the medication.

If you your getng informed 
and entertaind your reading 
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QUESTION: It is our un-
derstanding that skin disease 
in dogs is fairly common. Will 
the over-the-counter cortisone 
ointment for my skin problem 
also clear up my dog’s skin 
problem?

ANSWER: Your veterinar-
ian, who has the expertise, is 
the one to diagnose and pre-
scribe treatment. Diagnosis can 
be difficult because there are 
so many types of skin disease 
and causes. The cause must be 
found and eliminated for the 
prescribed treatment to be truly 
effective.

QUESTION: Our male dog 
has not been neutered and is 
very aggressive to other male 
dogs. We don’t want trouble 
with our neighbors. Would hav-
ing him neutered help?

ANSWER: Although neu-
tering in most cases helps to 
temper male aggression, obedi-
ence training and keeping your 
dog leashed and under control 
when outdoors are also essen-
tial elements to preventing dog 
fights and injuries that could 
turn into lawsuits.
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