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Banquets

Last night I took Ellen 
and our eight-year-old son 
Ron to the Twin Cities Ruffed 
Grouse Society Banquet. We 
try to take Ron to as many of 
these events as our pocket-
book allows. The last ticket of 
the night was for a Mossberg 
shotgun. Ron sat patiently, 
then we heard the announcer 
call out “the winner is Ron 
Guldan!” We sat at the back 
of the ballroom yet I believe 
he loped over the dozen or so 
tables to make it to the stage. 
In short he brought down the 
house. Then the announcer 
told Ron we needed to check 
to see if Ron was tall enough 
to own a gun. So, straight as 
an arrow, Ron stood with a 
gun not much smaller, Ron 
and the rest of the crowd will 
remember the event for years.

That is the way banquets 
are suppose end. That is what 
we should be promoting. Our 
kids are the only guarantee we 
have of the future of our sport, 

our dogs, and yes our country. 
But Ron was the only kid in 
the place. The next oldest kid 
was about 15 years old. Where 
were the kids?

The banquet tickets that 
night were $50 a piece for 
guests. So that is what we had 
to pay for Ron. Steep for kids? 
Too steep!  For $20 we could 
have left Ron home with a sit-
ter. Never being the quiet one I 
twisted the ear of a few of the 
TC RGS board members. I said 
we need to have more kids at 
the banquets, they are the only 
ones that can guarantee our 
future. The board members 
were in agreement, yet the 
meal tickets cost the RGS $30 
of piece.

So What Do We Do?
First, I believe we need to 

get the cost of our kids ban-
quet tickets down to no more 
than $20 a piece. Further if 
you have two or three kids, 
additional tickets need to be 
around $10. How do we get 

there? There are several op-
tions.

First, we could have two 
banquets, one for the kids 
and one for the adults. For the 
adults banquet we can have 
the full meal, for kids just 
hors doeuvres. Then we can 
charge $10 a ticket and still 
make a buck. Besides, kids 
prefer to munch. Our area 
TIP organization does exactly 
that and gets a tremendous 
turnout. We are missing out 
on an entire group of families 
that many times can not afford 
our banquets.

Another, and perhaps pre-
ferred way is to raise the adult 
tickets to subsidize the kids 
tickets. Or even add a kid 
sponsorship for an additional 
$10 a piece. Kids bring great 
energy to the event. Further 
dad will buy enough tickets to 
guarantee his kid wins some-
thing. And if you lose that last 
gun to a kid you don’t feel 
quite so bad cause you know 
it’ll be in good hands for the 
next 50 years. And some kid 
will sleep little and dream a lot 
about their new found prize.

We need to take a serious 
look at how we are treating 
parents and our next gen-
eration. The New Brighton 
Sportsman’s Club have sev-
eral events throughout the 
year. One of those events is 
a wild game dinner during 
the day in March. We went 

How much are you 
charging for a kids 

banquet ticket?
By Dennis Guldan


