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and grasslands through pre-
scribed fire, conservation graz-
ing and invasive species con-
trol.

Minnesota is at a crossroads. 
We have already lost 99 percent 
of our original native prairie 
and 90 percent of our prairie 
wetlands. In the next five years, 
nearly 800,000 additional acres 
of restored grassland is at risk 
due to expiring Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) con-
tracts, and the current congres-
sional stalemate on the next 
Federal Farm Bill prevents pro-
cessing any new enrollments 
after Sept. 30, 2012. This leaves 
agricultural producers unable 
to predictably forecast and plan 
key aspects of their business.

It is Minnesota’s good for-
tune to have a funding option 
in the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment, which 
can be used to “protect, en-
hance and restore” the critical 
parts of the prairie landscape. 
Additionally, we need to seek 
opportunities to incorporate 
conservation into “working 
lands” – like grazing lands — 
so conservation can contribute 
directly to local economies and 
agricultural lands.

Now is the time to act, be-
fore the crisis is upon us. Our 
fish and our wildlife, including 
game and non-game species, 
depend upon native prairie, 
grasslands and associated wet-
lands for survival. We don’t 
want to look back one day and 
ask ourselves what we should 
have done to preserve the 
state’s grassland heritage.

Rather, let us act now for a 

future where we can visit the 
Prairie Region and be proud 
to have saved our grassland 
legacy – and the economic and 
conservation benefits it sup-
ports – for many future genera-
tions.

The Minnesota Prairie Plan 
is available online. 

WALK-IN ACCESS 
PROGRAM GROWS 
IN SECOND YEAR, 

ADDING MORE 
HUNTING LAND IN 

SOUTHWESTERN 
MINNESOTA

Hunters in southwestern 
Minnesota will have access to 
additional land this fall as the 
state’s Walk-In Access (WIA) 
program continues to grow 
in its second year, the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) said.

The walk-in program pro-
vides public hunting access to 
private land across 21 counties. 
Nearly 60 more sites were add-
ed this year, growing the pro-
gram to more than 15,000 acres. 
Last year, 86 sites totaling 9,000 
acres were available to hunters. 
Five counties have more than 
1,000 acres enrolled: Kandiyohi, 
Lincoln, Murray, Pipestone and 
Yellow Medicine.

“When we’ve done surveys 
in the past, one of the most 
frequently-cited reasons that 
hunters quit hunting is a lack 
of quality places to hunt,” said 
Marybeth Block, DNR program 
coordinator “Walk-ins help ad-
dress that and offer some very 

nice new ground for people to 
hunt.”

Hunters can use walk-in 
parcels during any open hunt-
ing season, including spring 
turkey, with no landowner 
contacts necessary. Locations 
are clearly marked with signs, 
plus all parcels are mapped on 
a printed atlas and on the DNR 
website.

“Our website offers a num-
ber of ways for hunters to 
identify and locate walk-in 
parcels,” Block said. “In addi-
tion to aerial maps, we offer 
some neat interactive options 
through Google Maps, Google 
Earth and the DNR recreational 
compass.” Maps and other in-
formation on walk-ins can be 
found on DNR website.

Walk-in land is for public 
hunting only. No target prac-
tice, trapping, dog training, 
camping, horseback riding or 
fires are allowed. Motorized ve-
hicles are not allowed on WIA 
land. Parking is along roads or 
in designated parking areas.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture funded the first two 
years of the program and the 
Minnesota State Legislature has 
approved additional funding 
that will allow it to continue 
for at least two more years. 
Also, resident hunters have 
the opportunity to donate $1, 
$3 or $5 to the program when 
purchasing a small game or 
deer license.

“Hunter support is key to 
this program,” Block said. “Us-
ing the land, respecting the land 
and donating to the program 
will help build walk-in lands 


