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sity of Minnesota. He replaces 
Dennis Simon, who retired in 
September.

HUNTERS URGED TO 
REVIEW TRESPASS 

LAW
A flurry of reports of hunt-

er trespass on private prop-
erty ranging from Bemidji to 
Rochester to Hibbing to Mar-
shall was reported during last 
weekend’s Minnesota pheasant 
opener, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

With the firearm deer sea-
son getting under way Nov. 3, 
the DNR reminds hunters that 
there is one sure way to avoid 
problems associated with tres-
passing: “Always Ask First.”

“Trespass is the biggest 
problem landowners have with 
hunters,” said Col. Jim Konrad, 
DNR Enforcement Division 
director.

“It is critical for hunters to 
have good relationships with 
landowners, especially when 
you consider that in some parts 
of the state, such as southwest-
ern Minnesota, about 95 percent 
of the land is privately owned.”

Konrad added, “If hunters 
and other outdoor recreation-
ists would just make it a stan-
dard practice to always ask for 
permission before entering any 
private land, those relation-
ships would improve a lot.”

Konrad encourages all hunt-
ers and landowners to obtain a 
copy of the 2012 Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Hand-
book and review the trespass 

information on pages 6 – 8.
“I can’t stress enough how 

important it is to be very famil-
iar with the trespass law,” said 
Konrad

Trespass penalties range 
from a $50 civil fine to a crimi-
nal penalty of a several thou-
sand dollars, confiscation of ve-
hicles and hunting equipment, 
and revocation of hunting 
privileges for up to two years.

NEW PRAIRIE 
PLAN TAKES AIM 
AT REBUILDING 
GRASSLANDS, 

WETLANDS
When Minnesota pheas-

ant hunters go afield starting 
Saturday, they will head to 
prairie country, where tall na-
tive grasses provide food and 
shelter for this fast-flying and 
fine-tasting bird.

Unfortunately, Minnesota’s 
prairie country isn’t what it 
once was.

Long ago, Minnesota had 
about 18 million acres of native 
prairie. Today, that number is 
closer to 235,000 acres. Much 
wild was lost as society found 
ways to tame the land in the 
name of a noble pursuit – grow-
ing food for America and the 
global community beyond our 
borders.

While no one can turn back 
the hands of time. We can look 
to new ways to build a strong 
agriculture and prairie conser-
vation partnership in the fu-
ture. Forging a better future for 
prairie conservation and crop 

production is the right thing to 
do to help slow flooding, clean 
the state’s waters, shelter wild-
life, provide for recreation and 
support our strong agricultural 
community.

Fortunately, there is a new 
tool to do this. It’s called The 
Minnesota Prairie Conserva-
tion Plan. It was finalized this 
past summer and identifies 
common goals among conser-
vation organizations for the 
next 25 years. It will serve as a 
road map for protecting, restor-
ing and enhancing prairies for 
the state’s primary conserva-
tion organizations, including 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, DNR, Minnesota Board 
of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, The Na-
ture Conservancy, the Minneso-
ta Prairie Chicken Society, The 
Conservation Fund, Audubon 
Minnesota, Pheasants Forever 
and Ducks Unlimited.

The DNR, BWSR and other 
partners look to work with 
landowners, agricultural inter-
ests and others to protect and 
enhance Minnesota’s prairie 
legacy.

The plan proposes to achieve 
conservation goals by:

Permanent protection of 
grasslands via easements and 
acquisition of critical lands 
from willing sellers.

Restoration activities in-
cluding buffer strips, native 
plant seeding, wetland restora-
tion and water level manage-
ment.

Enhancement of prairies 


