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hunting, contact Shane Granier 
at 504-284-5264 or sgranier@
wlf.la.gov .  

The Department of Wild-
life and Fisheries is charged 
with managing and protecting 
Louisiana’s abundant natural 
resources. For more informa-
tion, visit us at www.wlf.louisi-
ana.gov on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ldwffb or follow 
us on Twitter @LDWF.

MINNESOTA
DNR INVITES PUBLIC 
INPUT ON PROPOSED 
ATV TRAIL IN ITASCA 

COUNTY
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) 
invites the public to review 
and comment on a proposal to 
authorize state Grant-in-Aid 
(GIA) funding for the Bigfork 
to Balsam All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) Trail in Itasca County.

The proposed funding will 
provide a managed ATV trail 
that connects the city of Bigfork 
to the Balsam Trail Blazers ATV 
Club trail in northern Itasca 
County. The county will spon-
sor the trail and provide trail 
monitoring, development and 
maintenance in cooperation 
with the Wilderness Wheelers 
ATV Club.

Most of the trail, which 
is approximately 25 miles, is 
located in the George Wash-
ington State Forest in northern 
Itasca County. Parts of the trail 
go through the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest and in the rights-
of-way of Itasca County roads. 

Approximately one mile of new 
trail would be developed on 
state forest land.

The majority of the trail 
route is already open to all ATV 
use. Segments of the trail that 
pass through state or federal 
lands also would continue to 
be open to nonmotorized uses, 
such as hiking and horseback 
riding.

The DNR welcomes public 
input on the trail proposal. 
Copies of the proposal and a 
project map are available for 
review online. To request a 
printed copy, call 218-999-7922 
or toll-free 888-646-6367.

Written comments on the 
proposal should be directed 
to: Andrew Brown, assistant 
area supervisor, DNR Parks 
and Trails Division, 1201 E. 
Highway 2, Grand Rapids, 
MN 55744. Comments can also 
be sent by email to andrew.
brown@state.mn.us or by fax 
to 218-999-7915.

DNR NAMES PAUL 
TELANDER CHIEF OF 
WILDLIFE SECTION

Paul Telander of Bemidji, a 
28-year wildlife management 
veteran of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), has been named the 
Fish and Wildlife Division’s 
new Wildlife Section chief. His 
new duties begin Wednesday, 
Dec. 5.

“Paul is an experienced 
wildlife manager and adminis-
trator who brings a strong track 
record of effectively working on 
complex wildlife management 

issues,” said Ed Boggess, divi-
sion director.

Telander has been regional 
wildlife manager for the DNR’s 
northwest region since 2005. 
Prior to that, he spent 21 years 
as manager or assistant manag-
er of the 55,000 acre Thief Lake 
Wildlife Management Area and 
surrounding area.

“Paul has been a leader in 
addressing some very difficult 
and high profile issues such as 
elk management, bovine tu-
berculosis and Con-Con land 
issues,” Boggess said. “He will 
be able to put that experience 
and skill to good use in work-
ing through broader statewide 
wildlife and habitat manage-
ment issues.”

Telander will oversee a 
$47.2 million annual Wildlife 
Section budget and a staff of 
220 full-time and 81 part-time 
employees. With personnel 
based in four regional and 38 
area offices, the section carries 
out research and management 
programs affecting state wild-
life species and habitat.

The DNR’s Wildlife Sec-
tion acquires, develops, and 
manages wildlife management 
areas, which are open to public 
hunting during established 
seasons; recommends hunt-
ing and other wildlife-related 
regulations; conducts wildlife 
population census, survey and 
research projects; and works to 
protect, enhance, and restore 
wildlife habitat on public and 
private lands.

Telander earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in wildlife 
management from the Univer-


