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saw a bounce of 12 percent.  
 
I o w a ’ s  p h e a s a n t  s e a -
s o n  r u n s  f r o m  O c t o -
ber 27 through January 10. 
  
With the fall crop harvest basi-
cally complete, hunters may 
concentrate on remaining cover 
to find birds; CRP acres, grassy 
waterways and shelterbelts. 
That’s especially true as more 
winter-like weather moves in. 
  
“If you can find those areas on 
private land, they should have 
birds around them,” suggests 
Bogenschutz. “Public land is 
important, too. Our wildlife 
area complexes in north central 
and northwest Iowa are de-
signed with pretty good winter 
and nesting cover. That’s been 
the key to where bird numbers 
have been the last couple years.” 
 
Also available this year is 7,000 
acres of private land in 41 coun-
ties; to be utilized for public 
hunting through Iowa’s Hunt-
ing and Access Program (IHAP).  
 
Still, Bogenschutz acknowl-
edges ringneck numbers re-
main well below where hunt-
ers, and wildlife officials, want 
to see them. With 1.6 million 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres on the ground, 
Iowa could support a harvest 
of 600,000 to 800,000 pheasants, 
IF good weather continues.  
 
“It took five years for Mother 
Nature to knock us down. We 
had one good year. I think we 
need about two more years; 
getting more hens through 

the winter and building on 
that,” advises Bogenschutz. 
 
This year’s roadside survey did 
show a nine percent increase 
in the number of hen pheas-
ants counted, over 2011. The 
chicks per brood—a measure 
of survival of young pheas-
ants—was up 13 percent.  
 
Hunters may even see a bit of 
a bonus, brought on by bone-
dry summer weather.  Those 
surveys are best run with heavy 
dew saturating the vegetation. 
Hens bring those broods out to 
the roadway to dry off, in the 
early morning. With little dew 
on many August routes, hunters 
may see a few more birds than 
anticipated as they take to the 
fields over the coming weeks. 
 
For more information contact 
Todd Bogenschutz, Upland 
Research Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.

KANSAS
KANSAS QUAIL 

INITIATIVE IN THE 
RUNNING FOR 

GRANT
Votes  for  the  Kansas 

Quail Initiative could bring 
$25,000 grant to program 
You can help Kansas bobwhite 
quail with just the click of your 
mouse. Sportdog Brand, a com-
pany that produces electronic 
dog training equipment, is 
asking the public to help select 
conservation projects that they 
can support with additional 

funding. 
Sportdog’s Future Forward 

Fund contest is a spin-off from 
their Conservation Fund pro-
gram, which supports grass-
roots organizations that work 
with state, federal, and private 
wildlife and land manage-
ment agencies to conserve 
wild game populations and 
critical wildlife habitat. The 
Future Forward Fund contest 
accepted conservation project 
proposals from around the 
country before selecting a top 
seven. The Kansas Quail Initia-
tive (KQI), nominated by Quail 
Forever, made the cut. Voting 
is open now through Nov. 30, 
2012. You can vote for the KQI 
on Sportdog’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/Sport-
DOGBrand, Twitter feed www.
twitter.com/SportDOGBrand, 
Sportdog’s website www.sport-
dog.com or the email address 
facebook@sportdog.com. 

The project with the most 
votes will receive a $25,000 
grant. The second place vote-
getter will receive $5,000. 
KQI is a Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism project designed to re-
verse declining bobwhite quail 
populations at a landscape 
level. The project includes the 
designation of two large quail 
management focus areas in the 
eastern half of the state where 
landowners will receive 100 
percent cost-share to improve 
habitat on their land. The goal 
is to increase quail numbers by 
50 percent and to increase suit-
able quail habitat by 5 percent 
in each focus area. Additional 


