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sions. Decoys cannot be set up 
the day before or abandoned 
during the hunt. 

All federal and state licens-
es, stamps, regulations and bag 
limits apply. 

Only electric trolling motors 
and oars are allowed on White-
water Lake. 

Whitewater Memorial State 
Park is at 1418 S. S.R. 101, Lib-
erty, 47353. 

IOWA

GRINNELL MAN 
SUFFERS MINOR 

INJURY WHILE 
PHEASANT HUNTING 

SATURDAY 
POSTED: 10/28/2012 
A Grinnell man suffered minor in-

juries after being struck in the face by 
shotgun pellets while hunting pheas-
ants Saturday in Poweshiek County.  
 
Darrell Lamb, 78, received two pel-
let shots in the face when a pheas-
ant flushed between him and three 
other members of his hunting party 
at the end of a food plot. Lamb and 
the others could not see one another 
because of the height of the food 
plot and the topography of the land. 
 
Lamb was treated and released from 
Grinnell Regional Hospital. The in-
cident occurred at approximately 11 
a.m. Saturday.

LATE SEASON DOVE 
HUNTING

 
As tens of thousands of Iowa 
hunters gear up for pheasants 
and other upland game spe-
cies, a handful are just wrap-

ping up their dove season. 
  
This year marked Iowa’s sec-
ond mourning dove season; 
with wildlife biologists encour-
aging hunters to get out in the 
first couple weeks of the sea-
son—the first half of Septem-
ber—for their best prospects. 
In those first days many dove 
hunters reported seeing a cou-
ple hundred in a morning, es-
pecially tied to sunflower plots; 
a favorite dove feeding source.  
 
Doves are an early migra-
tory bird and most have 
moved on south by the time 
heavy frost comes and the 
crops are out of the fields.  
 
B u t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e m .  
 
“I’ve hunted (around Wash-
ington and Johnson counties) 
fairly hard. I’m seeing, not as 
many…but 40 or 50 in a hunt, 
if part of a field has no cover. 
There could be more we didn’t 
see,” notes Rick Frees, of Riv-
erside. Outside of the season’s 
first days, Frees hasn’t seen 
anyone else chasing doves—
unless they were with him.  
“Doves are going to stick around 
into winter; not as many, but 
with all the waste grain in 
the fields, it is worth locating 
where they are,” suggests DNR 
wildlife management biologist 
Tim Thompson.  “They may 
roost in a woodlot; then fly 
out to a picked field to feed.” 
One key? Look for clues. Doves 
perched along fencerows or 
overhead lines are good indi-
cations that more are nearby.  
“Most hunters are used to hunt-

ing pheasant or quail; with 
food and habitat really close to-
gether,” observes Frees. “Doves 
may fly a half mile or a mile 
for feeding or water. I was set 
up in a picked field, but doves 
were flying 80 yards overhead. 
I picked up (my decoys) and 
followed them over the top of 
a hill and 30 or 40 came boiling 
out.”

LOOKING AHEAD TO 
IOWA’S PHEASANT 

SEASON 
 

Upland game hunters have a 
good reason to step out into 
the fields this weekend across 
Iowa. Pheasant numbers are up, 
for the first time in seven years. 
 
Give credit to the mild winter 
and relatively warm, dry spring 
for the rebound. Annual road-
side counts this past August 
showed an average of eight 
birds per 30-mile route. That’s 
up from a record low 6.8 birds 
last year, breaking a string of de-
clines that stretches back to 2005.  
 
Though modest ,  the  in -
crease does nudge popula-
tions in the right direction. 
 
“Our harvest should be slightly 
better than last year. Hunters 
should take approximately 
125,000-200,000 roosters this 
fall,” forecasts Todd Bogen-
schutz, DNR upland research 
biologist.  Bogenschutz points 
to higher counts in Iowa’s north 
central and northwest coun-
ties; up 35 percent and 58 per-
cent, respectively. Central Iowa 


