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October 2012 NSSF-
Adjusted NICS 

Background Checks 
Up 18.4 Percent

 The October 2012 NSSF-ad-
justed National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System 
(NICS) figure of 1,118,994 is an 
increase of 18.4 percent over 
the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure 
of 945,088 in October 2011. For 
comparison, the unadjusted 
October 2012 NICS figure of 
1,604,743 reflects a 20.5 percent 
increase from the unadjusted 
NICS figure of 1,331,836 in Oc-
tober 2011.

This marks the 29th straight 
month that NSSF-adjusted NICS 
figures have increased when 
compared to the same period 
the previous year and the high-
est figures ever reported for the 
month of October.

The adjusted NICS data 
were derived by subtracting 
out NICS purpose code permit 

checks used by several states 
such as Kentucky, Iowa and 
Michigan for CCW permit 
application checks as well as 
checks on active CCW permit 
databases.

Though not a direct correla-
tion to firearms sales, the NSSF-
adjusted NICS data provide a 
more accurate picture of cur-
rent market conditions. In ad-
dition to other purposes, NICS 
is used to check transactions of 
firearms sales and transfers on 
new and used handguns and 
long guns.

For additional information 
on NICS or to view a complete 
set of the current monthly 
reports, please visit the NICS 
website.

Quest ions  concerning 
NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
should be directed to NSSF 
at 203-426-1320 or research@
nssf.org. Additional research is 
available at nssf.org/research. 
NSSF members may access 

historical monthly NICS 
data by logging in and 
clicking on "NSSF In-
dustry Research" then 
"Monthly updates of 
NICS data."

Four States Approve 
Constitutional 
Protection for 

Hunting, Fishing and 
Trapping

This past election day, citi-
zens in Idaho, Kentucky, Ne-
braska and Wyoming voted 
on separate proposals to add 
protection for hunting, fish-
ing and trapping to their state 
constitutions. The measures 
were approved in all four states 
and now those activities are 
protected rights in each state’s 
constitution.

Voters in Idaho overwhelm-
ingly approved proposal HJR2, 
which received 452,950 favor-
able votes, or 73.4 percent of the 
vote. Blaine County contained 
the most people opposed to the 
measure, where 65.3 percent 
of voters rejected protecting 
hunting in the constitution. 
Nebraska passed its own simi-
lar measure with a 76 percent 
approval rate.

These four states join 13 oth-
er states which had previously 
amended their constitution 
to protect these rights in their 
constitution, according to the 
Associated Press. Those states 
include: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, South Carolina, Tennes-
see, Virginia, Wisconsin and 
Vermont, which is the only state 
to have written the measure 
into its constitution in 1777.

Kentucky.com writes, “vot-


