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We have powerful com-
munication resources with our 
newly re-imagined website, our 
database of millions of people, 
our robust Facebook and Twit-
ter following, and our profes-
sional and passionate public 
relations team led by Lisa Pe-
terson, a proud AKC Breeder 
of Merit. We will utilize those 
resources to reach out to the 
public consistently, frequently, 
and convincingly about the true 
essence of our responsible and 
dedicated breeders.

But that is only part of the 
job. We need your support to 
take the message into your 
communities, where the voters 
are who can impact our future. 
You are the force that brings 
together, and then unleashes, 
the true power of the American 
Kennel Club.

Our breeders represent ev-
erything we are today and ev-
erything we will be tomorrow. 
This weekend we will celebrate 
them and know that our des-
tiny is in good hands.

As always, your comments 
are welcome‚ atk@akc.org.

Sincerely,
Alan Kalter‚ Chairman

CLUB PR TIPS & TOOLS
Beyond the Shows ‚“ A 

Story for Any Season
The best way to make 

friends in the media is to offer 
them a unique story idea, re-
lated to a reporter’s beat, with a 
strong local tie. Stumped about 
what’s newsworthy beyond 
your annual show or trial? Be-
low are some topics that might 

spur ideas about what to pitch. 
Various Ideas 
 Does your club provide 

opportunities for community 
involvement such as obedience 
training classes, visiting hospi-
tals and/or senior citizens with 
therapy dogs, or hold match 
shows or field trials?

 Do you have any outstand-
ing junior handlers in your 
club?

 Is your club involved in 
rescue? Does it have a separate 
non-profit foundation for fund-
raising to highlight? How many 
dogs has your club placed or 
saved?

 Has a rescued or adopted 
shelter dog gone on to win 
obedience, agility or field titles?

 Has a local dog done some-
thing heroic? Can you honor 
that dog, or nominate it for an 
AKC Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence (ACE)? 
Learn more about the program 
here.

 What are your Canine Am-
bassadors doing? Hosting an 
assembly or running an art 
poster contest at a school?

 Has a member of your club 
been awarded a Community 
Achievement Award? If not, 
nominate them at: http://
www.akc.org/pdfs/CAANom-
inationForm.pdf

 Has your club donated 
gifts or time to local commu-
nity groups, such as the public 
library?


