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problems for horses related to 
the cold weather is impaction 
colic due to a decreased con-
sumption of water,” explains 
Easterwood. “Horses do not 
like to drink cold water, and 
we have studies to prove that 
they will drink more water if 
it is warmed. For this reason 
they use bucket warmers up 
north in order to prevent the 
water from freezing, and to 
keep it warm to encourage 
increased consumption. In 
most cases we do not have 
to go to those measures here 
in Texas, but some individual 
horses who are very opposed 
to cold water would benefit 
from those extra measures.”

“Some owners will top-
dress their grain with oral 
electrolyte powder to en-
courage their horses to drink 
more in the winter,” notes 
Easterwood. “Keeping track 
of water consumption for 
their horse can give them 
a heads-up to impending 
problems if they notice a 
decrease.”

During the winter months 
keep a cautious eye on your 
animals, because with your 
help they will be able to with-
stand the cold months.

“Watching your pets and 
getting to know their indi-
vidual behaviors, body con-
ditions, and intake habits can 
be very helpful in maintain-
ing a healthy animal through 

the winter,” says Easter-
wood. “Also it is extremely 
important to maintain a good 
relationship with your veteri-
narians so that they can help 
with any problems along the 
way.”

ABOUT PET TALK

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. Sto-
ries can be viewed on the 
Web at http://tamunews.
tamu.edu.

Suggestions for future 
topics may be directed to 
cvmtoday@cvm.tamu.edu.

Disclaimer: If you do not 
wish to receive further news/
releases from Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
please click the following 
link: [Remove Me]. Requests 
will take a maximum of 10 
business days to process.

Contact information: An-
gela Clendenin, Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Scienc-
es, Vet Med Rm 101, VMA, 
BLDG 1026 - 4461 TAMU, 
College Station, TX 77843-
4461


