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crease the total federal felony 
sentence to 470 years.

The penalty provisions of 
the Gun Control Act define ad-
ditional offenses and enhanced 
penalties that would increase 
Bob’s sentence further:

— Bob’s knowledge that 
crimes would be committed 
with the guns he transported 
and sold would add 50 years of 
sentencing time (§ 924(B), (h)).

— Since Bob had more than 
three felony convictions, he is 
subject to a mandatory 75-year 
sentence (§ 924(e)(1)).

— Bob’s trip to New Hamp-
shire to acquire firearms to be 
used in illegal dealing in fire-
arms is a felony carrying a sen-
tence up to 10 years (§ 924(n)).

— Bob’s conspiracy with his 
customers to purchase in anoth-
er state and provide firearms to 
be used in a crime of violence 
is punishable by a sentence up 
to 20 years (§ 924(O)).

Conclusion

Eliminating illegal gun 
transfers requires that we en-
force the laws on the books with 
a zero-tolerance policy and long 
prison terms for lawbreakers 
and criminals like Bob.

“There Ought To Be A Law 
. . .” (And There Is)

 • You must be 18 years old 
to purchase long guns (rifles 
and shotguns) and 21 years old 
to purchase handguns.

 • You must be 18 to pur-
chase rifle or shotgun am-
munition and 21 to purchase 
handgun ammunition.

 • It is illegal for certain 
categories of people to ship, 
transport, receive or possess 
firearms. These categories in-
clude any person:

 under indictment for, or 
convicted of a crime punishable 
by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year

 who is a fugitive
 who is an unlawful user 

or addicted to any controlled 
substance

 who is an illegal alien
 who has been dishonorably 

discharged from the military
 who is subject to a restrain-

ing order from harassing, stalk-
ing or threatening an intimate 
partner or child

 who has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor crime of domes-
tic violence

 who has been adjudicated 
mentally defective, or had been 
committed to any mental insti-
tution

 who was a citizen of the 
United States but has renounced 
citizenship

 • Mail order sales or other 
transfers of firearms between 
individuals in different states 
are illegal.

 • It is illegal to have, ship 
or receive a firearm that has its 
permanent serial number miss-
ing or changed.

 • It is illegal to purchase a 
firearm with the intent to sell it 
to an unqualified third party. 
These are called “strawman” 
purchases (Visit www.dontlie.
org).

 • A federal firearms li-
censee must make an official 
record of every sale or transfer 
of all firearms and notify the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
if multiple firearms sales are 
made to any person in a single 
transaction.

 • It is illegal to manufacture 
or sell ammunition specifically 
designed to defeat body armor.

 • Theft of a firearm from 
a federally licensed dealer is 
punishable by imprisonment 
for up to 10 years and a fine of 
$250,000 (18 United States Code 
§922(u)).


