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DNR: Waterfowl hunting 
success still a good bet 

as cooler weather moves 
into Minnesota

Those who have not yet hunted 
waterfowl this fall shouldn’t fear 
that the ducks have passed them 
by, according to Steve Cordts, 
waterfowl specialist for the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). The season’s 
best waterfowl hunting could 
be on its way, with conditions 
becoming “ducky” as cooler, 
wetter weather moves in.

Cordts noted that while clear 
skies and warm weather have 
kept some local ducks around, 
they also have kept migrant 
ducks hanging farther to the 
north than usual.

“The warm weather delayed 
duck migrations early in the 
season,” Cordts said. “But with 
the colder weather, hunting 
should improve as the num-
ber of migrating ducks grows. 
There are some good hunting 
opportunities now; hunters just 
need to scout a little more or 
look in nontraditional areas.”

So far, duck hunting success 
has been fair across the state, 
Cordts said. Blue-winged teal, 
wood ducks, mallards and ring-
necked ducks have dominated 
hunters’ bags, but that will 
begin to change. Additional 
migrant ducks are starting to 
move in, Cordts noted. Green-
winged teal, wigeon, gadwall, 
shoveler, pintail and a few 
scaup are now present. Most 

early migrants, such as blue-
winged teal and wood ducks, 
have moved south, but hunters 
can look for ring-necked duck 
numbers to peak soon.

Canada goose numbers re-
main good in many locations. A 
few snow geese are present in 
northwestern Minnesota.

HOTSPOTS IDENTIFIED 
As for state hotspots, Thief 
Lake Wildlife Management 
Area in extreme northwestern 
Minnesota is always a good 
bet later in October, especially 
for diving ducks, according to 
Cordts. Areas in and around 
Tamarac National Wildlife 
Refuge near Detroit Lakes can 
be good in October, especially 
for ring-necked ducks. Otter 
Tail County is always a good 
bet for diving ducks.

Farther south, Big Stone Coun-
ty features a mixed bag of mal-
lards, other puddle ducks and 
geese. Southwestern and south-
ern Minnesota can provide 
good late hunting for mallards 
and Canada geese, especially 
in fields. Mallard numbers are 
highest near the North Dakota 
and South Dakota borders. The 
Upper Mississippi National 
Wildlife Refuge in extreme 
southeastern Minnesota is often 
a good choice in late November 
for a mix of diving and puddle 
ducks. Canvasbacks typically 
peak in this area during the first 
week of November.

G O O D  O P P O R -
T U N I T I E S  A H E A D 
With the teachers’ convention 
weekend approaching, Cordts 
said hunting opportunities 
abound.

“There is great opportunity 
in the mid to latter part of the 
season for hunters to see good 
duck numbers,” said Cordts. “I 
encourage those who haven’t 
been out yet or have been 
discouraged with the warm 
weather to grab the gun, load 
up the dog and hit the water. 
Or try some field hunting for 
ducks and Canada geese. Crop 
harvest is progressing rapidly 
and many of these fields are 
attractive to field-feeding wa-
terfowl.”

The North Duck Zone (north of 
Highway 210) is open through 
Nov. 22 for ducks and through 
Dec. 17 for geese. The South 
Duck Zone (south of Highway 
210) is open through Nov. 27 for 
ducks and through Dec. 22 for 
geese. As of Oct. 9, legal shoot-
ing hours are one-half hour be-
fore sunrise to sunset. Hunters 
should refer to the waterfowl 
hunting regulations booklet.

Licenses and stamps are avail-
able at about 1,500 electronic 
license agents throughout the 
state, including sporting goods 
stores, hunting and fishing sup-
ply stores, and some discount 
chains. They can also be pur-
chased online or by phone at 
888-665-4236.



61
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

December 2011/November  2011                      We average over a million hits a month on the net.                            www.Bdarn.com

Pheasants, prairie habitat 
priority for DNR

B y  T o m  L a n d w e h r 
Commissioner, Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources

In my experience, there are 
few better ways to spend a day 
than following a dog, shotgun 
resting on my shoulder, hunt-
ing up the wily ring-necked 
pheasant. I have hunted pheas-
ants with several friends since 
our college days, and beginning 
this Saturday we’ll once again 
visit our old haunts with our 
scatterguns and favorite hunt-
ing dogs.

Like me, you’ve probably 
heard some of the discouraging 
reports about pheasant popula-
tions being down this year, and 
it is true that the recent harsh 
winter and poor nesting condi-
tions have hurt pheasant popu-
lations in much of the state.

This is one of those years 
when every rooster is a trophy 
and a limit will be worth re-
membering.

While weather is a major con-
tributing factor to our pheasant 
decline, loss of habitat is major 
concern for us at DNR. Within 
the pheasant range, about 9,000 
acres of Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres have been 
lost since last year; that’s 15 
square miles. Statewide, about 
128,000 acres of CRP contracts 
will expire on Sept. 30, while 
only 33,180 acres were enrolled 
during the recent spring sign-
up period.

The future for pheasants looks 

grimmer when you consider 
more than 550,000 acres of CRP 
are scheduled to expire in the 
next three years. As you know, 
CRP remains our No. 1 habitat 
program for pheasants. With 
high land rental rates and soar-
ing corn prices, conservation 
practices are taking a backseat 
to market demands, and inter-
est in CRP enrollment is likely 
to suffer. To see what Minne-
sota’s pheasant future might 
hold, look no further than Iowa, 
which is predicted to have its 
lowest pheasant harvest in his-
tory this fall. The Iowa pheas-
ant harvest may be half of the 
250,000-bird harvest predicted 
for Minnesota.

I want to assure you, however, 
that prairie conservation is a 
high priority for my adminis-
tration. Since its passage in 
2008, the Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment is pay-
ing dividends for pheasants. 
The Outdoor Heritage Fund, 
which gets about one-third of 
the Legacy funds for conserva-
tion, has accelerated acquisition 
of wildlife management areas 
(WMAs) and waterfowl pro-
duction areas in Minnesota’s 
farmland areas. Last year, with 
help from Legacy funds, the 
DNR added 4,585 acres of new 
WMAs in the pheasant range. 
The DNR’s Working Lands 
Initiative, which focuses on 
creating habitat on private and 
public lands, is increasing the 
number of large grassland and 
wetland complexes in 12 west-
ern Minnesota counties.

Within the pheasant range, 
protected grasslands account 

for about 6.4 percent of the 
landscape, a number I hope we 
can increase during the next 
four years.

Among my goals at the DNR 
is to convince Congress to pass 
a strong, conservation-oriented 
Farm Bill that protects and 
enhances CRP and other con-
servation programs. The DNR 
will continue to seek Legacy 
funds to purchase wetlands 
and grasslands for WMAs in 
prairie regions of Minnesota 
and we will work to forge al-
liances with landowners and 
farmers to help find ways to 
make conservation work in 
agricultural regions. One way 
to do this is to allow rotational 
cattle grazing on public lands 
at a reasonable rate, a practice 
that helps renew prairie grass 
and provide habitat while pro-
viding a benefit to local com-
munities. We will continue to 
support the use of wetland and 
grassland easements to benefit 
conservation through such pro-
grams as Reinvest in Minnesota 
(RIM) and the Wetland Reserve 
Program (WRP).

You can help pheasants in 
Minnesota by buying pheasant 
stamps, joining a conservation 
group like Pheasants Forever 
or Ducks Unlimited, or by 
implementing conservation 
programs on your own land. 
You can learn about such pro-
grams through your county soil 
and water conservation service 
or from one of our wildlife man-
agers in your area.

Minnesota’s pheasants have 
seen tough times before, but 
their populations can and will 
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recover if we act now. I will 
be hunting on Saturday, and 
though I might have to put 
more miles on my boots than 
in the past, I know spending 
that extra time with friends 
will be worth the extra effort. 
Best wishes if you get out, and 
remember – take a buddy with 
you!

Questions and answers 
with Dave Trauba, 

DNR Lac qui Parle Area 
supervisor

Dave Trauba oversees the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
operations for Big Stone, Lac 
qui Parle and Swift counties 
and has been with the DNR 
since 1992. He is an avid pheas-
ant hunter and outdoorsman.

Q: What does the Montevideo 
area offer to hunters?

A: The Upper Minnesota 
River Valley offers tremen-
dous opportunities for hunt-
ers and it’s really due to the 
vast amount of public land 
that is available. The Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management 
Area covers 33,000 acres. The 
Big Stone National Wildlife 
Refuge adds another 11,000 
acres. Plus there are literally 
hundreds of wildlife manage-
ment areas and waterfowl pro-
duction areas in the region that 
are all open to public hunting. 
The new Walk-In Access pro-
gram provides public access to 
private land on another 1,000 
acres in Lac qui Parle County 
alone.

Q: With all that land, will I 
need a big group to hunt the 
area?

A: Not at all. Some of my 
favorite hunting time is spent 
working the grass alone with 
my dog. I don’t have to worry 
about other hunters and can 
hunt at my own pace. We defi-
nitely have enough land here 
for bigger groups to hunt, but 
you shouldn’t worry about 
coming out by yourself.

Q: What else does the area 
have to offer for hunters?

A: Hunters will find out 
pretty quickly that they are 
welcomed to the area. There 
is a long and valued hunting 
tradition here. Communities 
cater to hunters and are glad 
that they’re here.

Q: I’ve heard that pheasant 
numbers are down. Is it worth 
hunting them?

A: Numbers are down this 
fall, but this area wasn’t im-
pacted as dramatically as oth-
ers because of the significant 
winter cover we have for the 
birds. You may have to work a 
little harder this fall and may 
not see quite as many flushes, 
but there are still a lot of birds 
here. It won’t be a bust by any 
means.

Q: I can’t be there for the 
opener? Is there another good 
time to hunt?

A: Absolutely. The best is yet 
to come. My favorite hunting 
is later in the fall. Opening 
weekend can be a little too 
warm for the dogs and this 
year a significant amount of 
crop will still be in the fields. 

To me, there’s nothing better 
than hunting in December 
with eight inches of fresh 
snow and good ice in the cat-
tails.

Q: Are there any special per-
mits or laws I should be aware 
of to hunt this area?

A: Pheasant regulations are 
the same here as in other parts 
of the state. However, it’s a 
good idea to use nontoxic shot. 
It is required on federal land 
and it will eliminate confusion 
if you cross back and forth be-
tween state and federal land.

Q: Where can I get more in-
formation?

A: Contact us at the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Refuge office. 
We’re located between Milan 
and Watson and are open 
seven days a week starting in 
mid-October. We have lots of 
free maps and are willing to 
offer advice. Our phone num-
ber is 320-734-4451. I hope you 
give the area a try!

Legacy Amendment 
funds improving 
pheasant habitat

Pheasants and pheasant hunt-
ers are benefitting from projects 
funded through Minnesota’s 
Outdoor Heritage Fund.

The fund, which was created 
following the passage of Min-
nesota’s Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment, has 
awarded three grants for wild-
life management areas totaling 
more than $5.5 million to the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR). A fourth 
grant totaling $4.4 million has 
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been recommended by the 
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heri-
tage Council for 2012. These 
dollars are being invested in 
state wildlife management ar-
eas (WMAs), which are open 
to public hunting and other 
recreational uses.

“Pheasant hunters who use 
WMAs should know that they, 
like Minnesotans across the 
state, are benefitting from Leg-
acy Amendment-funded proj-
ects,” said Bill Penning, DNR 
farmland wildlife program 
leader.

Specifically, he said, hunters 
are benefitting as trees and other 
woody cover are removed from 
WMA grasslands, thereby re-
ducing habitat for owls, hawks, 
raccoons and other predators 
that suppress pheasant popula-
tions. Similarly, hunters benefit 
as prescribed fire, which mim-
ics the restorative benefits of 
natural wild fire, replaces older 
and more marginal habitat with 
younger and more food-filled 
types of cover. Legacy dollars 
are also being used on WMAs 
to convert former cropland and 
low quality grasslands to high 
quality grasslands through new 
prairie plantings and manage-
ment.

“As a state, we’re fortunate 
these dollars are available,” 
said Penning. “They are begin-
ning to transform the land in 
ways that benefit water, wild-
life and local hunting-related 
economies.”

The DNR began implement-
ing Legacy-funded grassland 
projects in 2010. To date, more 
than 7,500 acres of public land 

habitat have been improved. 
More work is scheduled to be 
completed in future years.

Like the DNR, Pheasants For-
ever and other conservation 
organizations have applied for 
and received Legacy Amend-
ment dollars that are benefitting 
pheasants. For example, Legacy 
dollars were used to add 78 
acres to the 320-acre Prairie 
Storm Waterfowl Production 
Area in Stearns County. Like-
wise, two key parcels of land 
have been purchased to connect 
two large existing 820-acre Big 
Kandiyohi and 312-acre Lake 
Lilian waterfowl production 
areas. Other projects are under-
way as well.

NORTH DAkOTA
Public Asked to Report 

Violations
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department encourages 
hunters, anglers and landown-
ers who have witnessed a fish 
or wildlife violation to file a re-
port with the Report All Poach-
ers program.

RAP is a cooperative project 
between the Game and Fish 
Department, State Radio Com-
munications and the North 
Dakota Wildlife Federation. 
The RAP line offers rewards – 
from $100 to $1,000 depending 
on the nature and seriousness 
of the crime – for information 
that leads to conviction of fish 
and wildlife law violators. 
Reports can also go directly 
to game wardens or other law 
enforcement agencies. Callers 
can remain anonymous.

Witnesses should note vehicle 
description, including make, 
color, license plate number 
and state issued. Description 
of the violator should also be 
considered.

Witnesses should report a 
violation by calling the RAP 
telephone number at (800) 472-
2121. RAP will then contact the 
local game warden immedi-
ately. If the witness gives the 
RAP operator a phone number, 
the witness will be contacted 
right away.

Order 2012 OUTDOORS 
Calendars

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department is taking 
orders for its North Dakota 
OUTDOORS calendar, the 
source for all hunting season 
and application dates for 2012. 
Along with outstanding color 
photographs of North Dakota 
wildlife and scenery, it also 
includes sunrise-sunset times 
and moon phases.

To order, send $3 for each, plus 
$1 postage, to: Calendar, North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, 100 N. Bismarck Express-
way, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095. 
Be sure to include a three-line 
return address with your order, 
or the post office may not de-
liver our return mailing.

The calendar is the North Da-
kota OUTDOORS magazine’s 
December issue, so current 
subscribers will automatically 
receive it in the mail.
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Wetland Conditions 
Favor Duck Hunters

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual fall 
wetland survey indicates good 
to excellent wetland conditions 
statewide for duck hunting.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said hunt-
ers will need to scout because 
birds may be spread out with all 
the water and potential places 
to hunt.

“Most areas of the state have 
similar conditions to last year, 
with the exceptions of the north-
west and southeast areas,” Szy-
manski said. “The number of 
wetlands in the northwest part 
of the state holding water dur-
ing the survey nearly tripled 
from last year.  However, on 
the flip side, the southeast part 
of the state has about half as 
many wetlands with water in 
them. Nonetheless, there are 
still abundant opportunities 
for duck hunters in southeast 
North Dakota.”

Unfortunately, hunters wish-
ing to venture to northwest 
North Dakota may have some 
difficulty. For various reasons, 
lodging in that part of the state 
is scarce, Szymanski said, and 
hunters should definitely call 
ahead to check the status of 
availability. In addition, hunt-
ers should use caution on road-
ways as fall can be an especially 
busy time of year.

Three consecutive winters 
with significant snowfall re-
filled wetlands, and consider-
able rainfall this past summer 

has maintained water levels in 
more temporary-type wetlands, 
Szymanski said. “There was 
some drying during a nearly 
three-week period without rain 
prior to the survey,” he added. 
“Immediately following the 
survey, much of the northern 
tier of the state experienced 
1-4 inches of rain, refilling 
wetlands that were beginning 
to dry up.”

Soft ground conditions will 
greet hunters in many areas of 
the state, so Szymanski urges 
caution when driving in or 
across fields this fall. Moreover, 
there are many closed roads, 
and hunters may need to spend 
some time figuring out how to 
get to some of their favorite 
areas.

“As always, the quality of 
the waterfowl hunting season 
in North Dakota is predicated 
on weather conditions,” Szy-
manski said. “But strong re-
production for both ducks and 
geese, and excellent wetland 
conditions point toward a good 
fall.”

The wetland survey is con-
ducted in mid-September just 
prior to the waterfowl hunting 
season, to provide an assess-
ment of conditions duck hunt-
ers can expect.

Opening day for North Da-
kota residents is Sept. 24 for 
ducks, coots, mergansers and 
geese. Nonresidents may begin 
hunting waterfowl in North 
Dakota Oct. 1.

Some Refuges Open 
to Late-Season Upland 

Game
North Dakota hunters are 

reminded that several national 
wildlife refuges open to late-
season upland game bird hunt-
ing the day after the deer gun 
season closes.

Arrowwood, Audubon, Des 
Lacs, J. Clark Salyer, Lake Alice, 
Lake Zahl, Long Lake, Lost-
wood, Tewaukon (pheasants 
only), and Upper Souris NWRs 
open Nov. 21.

However, portions of each 
refuge are closed to hunting. 
Hunters should contact refuge 
headquarters for map leaflets 
designating closed areas and 
other restrictions: Arrowwood 
(701) 285-3341; Audubon (701) 
442-5474; Des Lacs (701) 385-
4046; J. Clark Salyer (701) 768-
2548; Lake Alice (701) 662-8611; 
Lake Zahl (701) 965-6488; Long 
Lake (701) 387-4397; Lostwood 
(701) 848-2722; Tewaukon (701) 
724-3598; and Upper Souris 
(701) 468-5467.

National wildlife refuges are 
managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunters are 
reminded that use of nontoxic 
shot is required on all USFWS 
lands. State regulations found 
in the North Dakota 2011-12 
Small Game Guide apply. Sea-
sons for pheasant, sharp-tailed 
grouse, Hungarian partridge 
and ruffed grouse close state-
wide on Jan. 8, 2012.
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WISCONSIN
Proposed Ice Age 

Trail hunting rule is 
postponed

Public meetings on hunting 
proposal have been post-
poned

MADISON – Work on a pro-
posed rule to determine hunt-
ing and trapping opportunities 
on state-owned sections of the 
Ice Age Trail is being suspend-
ed and a series of meetings that 
had been scheduled around the 
state on the proposal are being 
postponed.

Under an administrative rule 
approved earlier this year, the 
state Natural Resources Board 
would determine a hunting 
classification for properties pur-
chased throughout the state for 
the establishment and protec-
tion of the Ice Age Trail, known 
as State Ice Age Trail Areas or 
SIATAs.

The rule allows for a variety of 
hunting possibilities on SIATAs 
ranging from all hunting sea-
sons allowed in administrative 
code, to all hunting between 
Nov. 1 and March 31, to deer 
hunting only, to no hunting 
allowed. The rule also lists 
specific factors to be taken into 
consideration when determin-
ing hunting season recommen-
dations such as the size, shape, 
and location of the property.

The Department of Natural 
Resources decided to postpone 
further implementation of this 
rule pending discussion in the 
legislature regarding hunting 
in State Parks. This includes 

postponing public meetings 
scheduled for next week in 
New Auburn, Delafield, Lodi, 
and Stevens Point, and the pub-
lic comment period planned 
through the end of November. 
The department will announce 
when the meetings will be 
rescheduled; likely in early 
2012 .

The ERLINK “http://dnr.
wi.gov/org/land/parks/spe-
cific/iceagetrail/” Ice Age Trail 
follows the approximate extent 
of the last continental glaciation 
in Wisconsin some 10,000 years 
ago. The purpose of the trail is 
to provide premier hiking and 
backpacking experiences and 
to preserve and interpret Wis-
consin’s glacial landscape and 
other natural and cultural re-
sources in areas through which 
the trail passes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brigit Brown – 
(608) 266-2183.

Public shooting range 
projects under way in 

north and south
Duck hunting, youth deer 

hunts and pheasant hunting 
– that’s October in Wisconsin 
when the autumn colors are 
brightest, the temperatures are 
invigorating. 

Gun deer season is just around 
the corner and it’s time to get 
the rifle out and make sure 
everything is in good working 
order this fall. That involves 
practice and sighting in. 

So what’s missing? How about 
a place to shoot, to practice and 
to have a lot of fun?

We all need a place to shoot. 
Whether it’s recreational trap 
leagues or to practice and sight-
in our rifles for deer season — 
access to a range is critical for 
many hunters. We understand 
this need at the DNR, and we 
are working to increase the 
access you have to shooting 
ranges. 

First of all, I am happy to re-
port we have two large public 
shooting range renovation 
projects on the horizon that 
will greatly benefit hunters and 
shooters alike. One is the range 
at Yellowstone Lake Wildlife 
Area in Lafayette County. This 
facility’s upgrade will start this 
winter. Next up will be renova-
tions at Snacktrack Range in 
Iron County. 

Both of these ranges will be 
open for use this fall for hunters 
to get sighted in for deer season. 
But to do renovations we will 
have to close them for a time 
this winter and next spring and 
possibly summer. 

We are committed to having 
both open in time for hunters 
and shooters to begin using 
them late next summer.

Range access and hours can 
vary widely. Because of this, 
I want to share a resource I 
found very helpful: g” www.
wheretoshoot.org. You can 
visit this website and search for 
Wisconsin ranges. The results 
include helpful information 
such as range hours, hunter 
sight-in times, fees, and links 
to the range’s website.

Hunting is a great way for us 
to learn about — and gain an 
appreciation of — nature and 
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the environment around us. As 
a result, hunters are among the 
nation’s leading conservation-
ists. Hunting also is a popular 
and time honored way to get 
meat for the freezer. Hunters 
know where their meat comes 
from and have a vested interest 
in making sure there is plenty 
for future generations.

Thanks to all who have dem-
onstrated a genuine commit-
ment to recruiting the next 
generation of hunters to carry 
on Wisconsin’s heritage. 

I wish you the best of luck this 
fall and remember we greatly 
appreciate your commitment 
to hunting. Thank you and 
hunt safe!

Additional upland game 
hunting opportunities 

begin Oct. 15
MADISON — The excite-

ment of upland bird hunting 
– which combines the joy of 
going afield with a beloved 
hunting companion, otherwise 
known as your dog, and the 
heart-stopping thrill of flushing 
game birds – begins for many 
on Oct. 15.

Opportunities for upland 
bird hunting exist all across the 
state, but a changing landscape 
has led to declines in both num-
bers of birds and the numbers 
of hunters who pursue them.

“We still have a significant 
number of pheasant hunters in 
the state,” said Scott Walter of 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources, an upland wild-
life ecologist. “But in general, 
across the board, we are seeing 

a decline in upland game bird 
hunter numbers.”

Much of this can be attributed 
to loss of habitat.

Pheasants raised on game 
farms supply most of the up-
land bird hunting action in 
Wisconsin. Efforts to expand 
the number of wild pheasants 
on the landscape have been hin-
dered by two long winters and 
by market forces. The federal 
Conservation Reserve Program 
was a boon to wildlife in that it 
paid farmers to take land out of 
production, but as the price of 
corn and beans have increased 
dramatically, almost half the 
CRP acres in Wisconsin have 
been pulled from the program 
in favor of crops.

The LINK “http ://dnr.
wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/
hunt/pheasant/” pheasant 
season runs statewide from Oct. 
15 to Dec. 31.

Only ruffed grouse hunters 
have gotten good news lately 
as populations have risen for 
several years in a row, ap-
proaching or reaching the apex 
of a 10-year cycle of growth and 
decline.

These birds depend on the 
dense new growth of new 
forests, and the need for pulp 
wood in Wisconsin has resulted 
in adequate habitat for these 
birds to maintain decent popu-
lations.

Grouse hunting is divided 
into zone A, which covers most 
of the state, and zone B, which 
covers a slice of eastern and 
southeastern Wisconsin run-
ning from Appleton and Green 

Bay in the north and running 
south to the Illinois border with 
the western edge defined by 
highways 41, 26, 151 and 90.

The season in zone A opened 
Sept. 17 and continues through 
Jan. 31. In Zone B, the season 
runs from Oct. 15 through Dec. 
8.

ife/hunt/grouse/stgindex.
htm” Sharp-tailed grouse, one 
of four species of grouse na-
tive to Wisconsin, were once 
hunted across the state, but in 
recent times, their have been 
just two zones with enough 
birds to sustain a hunt, and one 
of these will be closed this year. 
Only in deer management unit 
2, located in far northwest Wis-
consin, will hunters be allowed 
to pursue this bird.

These grouse do best on open 
landscapes with patches of 
brush, most notably barrens, 
but these depend on frequent 
disturbance, whether through 
fire or cutting, and so many 
have been overtaken by dense 
growth.

“It’s hard to maintain bar-
rens,” Walter said. “It takes 
intensive management, such 
as we have at the Namekagon 
Barrens or Crex Meadows.”

Sharp-tailed grouse, like the 
prairie chicken, is a “lekking 
species.” A lek is a display 
ground where males concen-
trate during the spring mating 
season and engage in a highly 
ritualized display of dancing 
and displays of plumage to at-
tract females.

“They exhibit very dynamic, 
ostentations and colorful be-
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haviors,” Walter said.
The short season for sharp-

tailed grouse begins Oct. 15 and 
ends Nov. 6. Walter said when 
numbers are up, or in western 
states with large populations, 
sharp-tailed grouse hunting can 
be thrilling.

“You often find them in 
groups,” he said, “so once you 
get into them, the action can be 
exciting.”

Other game birds in Wisconsin 
include the woodcock, hunted 
Sept. 24 to Nov. 7; the mourn-
ing dove, Sept. 1 to Nov. 9; and 
the crow, with a fall season that 
runs Sept. 17 through Nov. 17. 
The crow season opens again 
on Jan. 18 and runs through 
March 20.

Bobwhite quail, a native spe-
cies, and Hungarian partridge, 
a non-native species brought 
here long ago, are two species 
that have been in long-term 
decline. The quail, which is 
perhaps a third the size of the 
more numerous ruffed grouse, 
are adapted to small-scale ag-
riculture in an age when small 
farms are giving way to large 
operations. 

“Quail tend to hang in coveys, 
so it is common, when you find 
them, to get multiple flushes,” 
Walter said.

But the tradition of hunting 
quail, and Hungarian partridge, 
has faded in Wisconsin. 

“Some are harvested each 
year,” Walter said, “but usually 
it is incidental to some other 
form of hunting.”

The seasons for quail and par-
tridge open Oct. 15 and close 

Dec. 7 for quail and Dec. 31 for 
partridge.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, Up-
land Wildlife Ecologist, at (608) 
267-7861 or Sharon Fandel, As-
sistant Upland Wildlife Ecolo-
gist, at (608) 261-8458

US FISH & 
WILDLIFe 
SeRVICe

Duck Breeding 
Population estimates 

Released
Slight Increase Over 2010 

Estimates of Total Duck Popu-
lations 

Improved conditions in much 
of the waterfowl breeding habi-
tat in Canada and the prairies of 
the north-central United States 
have contributed to higher 
populations of many species 
of ducks, according to breeding 
population estimates released 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today.

The preliminary estimate of 
the total duck population from 
the traditional survey area 
(north-central United States, 
south-central and northern 
Canada, and Alaska) was 45.6 
million birds. This estimate 
represents an 11 percent in-
crease over last year’s estimate 
of 40.8 million birds and is 35 
percent above the long-term 
average (the total duck estimate 
excludes scoters, eiders, long-
tailed ducks, mergansers, and 
wood ducks).

The surveys are summarized 

in the 2011 Report on Trends 
in Duck Breeding Populations, 
which contains information 
about the status of duck popu-
lations and wetland habitats 
found during spring of 2011.

Other highlights from the tra-
ditional survey area include: 

* Estimated mallard abun-
dance was 9.2 million birds, 
a nine percent increase from 
the 2010 estimate of 8.4 million 
birds and percent above the 
long-term average.

* Blue-winged teal estimated 
abundance was a record 8.9 
million, which was 41 percent 
above the 2010 estimate of 6.3 
million, and 91 percent above 
the long-term average.

* The northern pintail estimate 
of 4.4 million was 26 percent 
above the 2010 estimate of 3.5 
million, and similar to the long-
term average.

* Estimated abundance of 
American wigeon was 14 per-
cent below the 2010 estimate 
and 20 percent below the long-
term average.

*  The combined (lesser and 
greater) scaup estimate of 4.3 
million was similar to that of 
2010 and 15 percent below the 
long-term average of 5.1 mil-
lion. The canvasback estimate 
of 700,000 was similar to the 
2010 estimate and 21 percent 
above the long-term average.

In the traditional survey area 
habitat conditions were gener-
ally good to excellent, with the 
exception of a region of boreal 
forest in the west-central 
portion. Habitat condi-
tions across the Prairies 



68
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

December 2011/January 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com

generally improved rela-
tive to 2010, especially in 
Canada. The total pond 
estimate (Prairie Canada 
and the North-central U.S. 
combined) was 8.1 million, 
22 percent higher than the 
2010 estimate of 6.7 mil-
lion ponds, and 62 percent 
above the long-term aver-
age.

In the eastern survey area, 
estimated mallard abun-
dance was 400,000 birds, 
similar to the 2010 estimate 
and the long-term aver-
age. Estimated black duck 
abundance was 400,000 
birds, which was similar 
to 2010, but 13 percent 
below the long-term aver-
age. Habitat conditions 
in the eastern survey area 
were good to excellent; in 
particular, conditions in 
Ontario and southern Que-
bec improved from 2010 to 
2011.

The surveys are conducted 
by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service and Canadian 
Wildlife Services’ Water-
fowl Breeding Population 
and Habitat Survey, which 
involves sampling more 
than two million square 
miles of waterfowl habitat 
across the north-central 
and northeastern United 
States, south-central, east-
ern, and northern Canada, 

and Alaska. Information is 
not included from surveys 
conducted by state or pro-
vincial agencies.

The annual survey guides 
the Service’s waterfowl 
conservation programs 
under authority of the 1918 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
The Service works in part-
nership with state biolo-
gists from the four flyways 
— the Atlantic, Missis-
sippi, Central and Pacific 
— to establish regulatory 
frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting season lengths, 
dates, and bag limits.

The entire Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, 
1955-2011 report can be 
downloaded from the Ser-
vice’s Web site at http://
www.fws.gov/migratory-
birds/.
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Club Updates

Victoire Nationale 
Brittany Derby 

Championship results

CH: Roux-Bee, o. Ben Hunt, h. 
Ed Tillson

RU: Special Editions Hi Proof 
Whizki, o. Dale Pool, h. Jimmy 
Berneathy

(to carry on the “breeder ’s 
stake” theme, Roux-Bee is a daugh-
ter of the

2009 US Open Champion, FC/
AFC Jo-Lockapex Dark Roux Gum-
bo!)

Vizsla Club of America

 November 13, 
2011 VCA National 

Amateur Field 
Championship 

results:
1st place: Ruger (3X NGDC, 

NAFC DC/AFC Crimson’s 
Twenty Gauge Ruger SH, 
CGC)
Owners: Mark and Pam Spur-

geon
Handler: Mark Spurgeon

2nd place: Jack (NGDC FC/
AFC Burr Oak’s Old Number 
Seven)
Owner/Handler: Jim Ging-

rich
# November 11, 2011
VCA Nationals Derby results:

Optigen Clinic 
Calendar

February 05, 2012 - All Breed 
Health Clinic 

The Jersey Skylands Labra-
dor Retriever Club is hosting 
an all breed health clinic on 
February 5th at the Blairstown 
Animal Hospital from 9-2. In 
addition to sample collection 
for OptiGen testing there will 
be CERF exams, echocardio-
grams, auscultations, vaccines, 
various blood tests and micro-
chipping. For more information 
on the clinic please visit the 
club’s website at http://www.
jslrc.com/eventcalendar.htm. 
For more information please 
feel free to contact Donna by 
phone or email.

Breed: All Breeds

Location: Blairstown Ani-
mal Hospital, Blairstown, NJ 

Contact: Donna Forte

Email: brookberry@embarq-
mail.com

Phone: 973 729 6211

1st place - Roy (Wegler’s Crown 
Royal)
Owner/handler: Greg Wegler

2nd place: Ruby (Diamond C’s 
Ruby Jewel)
Owners: Christopher & Sa-

brina Corliss
Handler/ C.Corliss or Tim 

Hidalgo

3rd place: Chicquitaa (Chic-
quitaa)
Owner: Linda Busch
Handler: Brian Gingrich

4th place: Sofie (Sawmill’s Miss 
Sofija)
Owner/Handler: Gregg Ritch-

ings

November 9, 2011

VCA National Field 
Championship 

results:

1st place: Jetta (Durite’s Jet City 
Woman)
Handler: Diane Vater
Owners: Mike and Carrie Sy-

czlo

2nd place: Kinze (DC/AFC 
JB’s Asker Bout Birds)
Owner/handler: Jody Beck-

ley

3rd place: Izzy (Crimson’s Isi-
dora Rizini)
Handler: Mark Spurgeon
Owners: Mark and Pam Spur-

geon


