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training locations with access 
to actual breeder operations for 
hands on training; design test-
ing and inspector certification 
process.

This comprehensive pro-
gram development could cost 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars. Where will the funding for 
these contracts come from? The 
RFP ends the ridiculous asser-
tion of the HB1451 Fiscal Note 
which read HB1451 would have 
“an impact of $0 through the 
biennium ending August 31, 
2013.”

The Texas Public Policy 
Foundation’s Bill Analysis 
“House Bill 1451: Breeding Big 
Government” warned that the 
bill would be costly to licensees 
and taxpayers.  The report fur-
ther noted that Texas already 
exceeds the national average of 
licensed occupations.

Additional information is 
posted on the SAOVA website 
as we continue to follow the 
course of this new regulation.

The message above was 
posted to New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, Delaware, 
New York, and New England 
residents by the Sportsmen’s 
and Animal Owners’ Voting 
Alliance (SAOVA) on one of six 
regional read only elists.

SAOVA is a nonpartisan 
volunteer group working to 
protect Americans from the 
legislative and political threats 
of radical animal rightists. Visit 
our website at http://saova.
org for this program’s goals, 
methodology and list signup 

details.

To unsubscribe from this list, 
exercise that option at http://
mailman.montana.com/mail-
man/listinfo/saova_east

SAOVA

PO Box 612, Spencer NC 
28159

SAOVA_East mailing list

SAOVA_East@mailman.
montana.com

http://mailman.montana.
com/mailman/listinfo/sao-
va_east
NEWS & LEGISLATION 
BRIEFS August 24, 2011

Dear SAOVA Friends,

We began a couple of months 
ago to make some revisions to 
the SAOVA website section for 
Resources/Reports.  On the 
main page we added various 
research tools by linking to 
sites such as Roll Call Votes for 
Congress; Justia US Law; Social 
Science Research Network (a 
database of reports); the Federal 
Register; and sites for accessing 
Freedom of Information and 
Public Record Requests laws 
and forms. 

We added a link to a compi-
lation of Animal Cruelty Laws, 
a small part of the State Law 
Clearinghouse section of the 
National Agricultural Law Cen-
ter website.  This exceptional 
site is a wealth of information 
and highly recommended as a 
resource. Interestingly, Steve 
Kopperud’s Inside DC column 
this week is focused on the 
National Ag Law Center.  His 

article, “Best kept secret in the 
industry”, is reprinted below 
with permission from Brown-
field Ag News.

Our Resources/Reports 
section now includes an HSUS 
Timeline and expose of the 
Animal Legal Defense Fund 
(ALDF) and its Animal Abuser 
Registry campaign.  Stay tuned 
– much more to come.

As always, we encourage 
cross posting of these mes-
sages.

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Issue lobbying and working 
to identify and elect supportive 
legislators
BEST KEPT SECRET IN 

THE INDUSTRY
August 19, 2011 By Steve 

Kopperud

I’m sitting in a Quality Inn 
in Fayetteville, Arkansas, go-
ing over in my head all I heard 
today at the “Advances and 
Current Issues in Animal Well-
being” seminar I attended at the 
University of Arkansas. Yup, I 
hauled it to Fayetteville to at-
tend – not speak – this seminar, 
put on by Dr. Yvonne Thaxton 
and the Poultry Science Depart-
ment at Razorback Heaven.

The meeting was an out-
standing first effort by Dr. 
Thaxton and her team. Yvonne 
said she hoped for 50 or so at-
tendees; she wound up with 
nearly 120, and no small part 
of the reason was the high qual-
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ity of the program featuring 
the perspectives of producers, 
processors, academics – one 
coming all the way from the 
United Kingdom – retailers and 
ag advocates.

But there was one presenta-
tion that knocked my socks off 
– Elizabeth S. Rumley, Esq., and 
her “Statutory aspects of animal 
confinement.” OK, the title 
alone sounds like it would cure 
insomnia, but the information 
Ms. Rumley laid out in such a 
cogent, logical way was the best 
presentation I’ve heard of the 
state-by-state strategy – and its 
evolution – of animal activists 
to mess with the marketplace to 
such a degree that such things 
as the UEP-HSUS “compro-
mise” are inevitable. Inevitable, 
is perhaps too strong a word, 
but not surprising if only be-
cause of the incredible expense 
producers and retailers are 
confronted with in dealing with 
multiple production mandates 
in multiple states. This is my 
conclusion, not Ms. Rumley’s, 
an astute attorney who simply 
put the facts out there and let 
us do the math.

Ms. Rumley works for the 
National Ag Law Center, or as 
one of the attendees described 
the center, “the best kept secret 
in the industry.” I confess – 
and I’m embarrassed to say 
this – I was unaware of it. Just 
go toww.nationalaglawcenter.
org, and check out the mass of 
information available, not just 
on animal welfare, but over 
50 separate “reading rooms,” 
on everything from country 
of origin labeling to biotech to 

the GIPSA rule to check off pro-
grams to climate change and 
the Clean Water Act, well, you 
name it’s there. The amount of 
information and the documen-
tation is absolutely astound-
ing. I defy you to find an issue 
important to ag not covered in 
astounding detail.

Why am I raving about 
something as arcane as the Na-
tional Ag Law Center? First, it 
shouldn’t be arcane; it should 
be a go-to source on ag is-
sues. I’m guessing there are 
companies, associations and 
advocacy groups paying agen-
cies and other components 
of the cottage industry that is 
“celebrate agriculture” a whole 
bucket of money for the same 
information you can get by 
clicking away on the Center’s 
website. Second, and actually 
more importantly, the Center 
is in economic trouble since its 
federal funding was lost. What 
I’m saying here is that if we 
don’t rally, we could lose this 
just-found gem.

The Center is existing on 
grant money, and may have a 
grand plan for self-sufficiency, 
but I’m guessing not.

What I’m asking is that you 
take the time to go to the Cen-
ter’s website and check it out. 
Then ask yourself: “Can we 
afford to lose this?”  

B ro w n f i e l d  A g  N e w s  
http://tinyurl.com/4x2nybq

TAX COURT RULING 
ON INDIANA DOG 

BREEDER CASE
On June 2, 2009, state rev-

enue and attorney general’s 
officials visited the Garwoods 
and demanded immediate pay-
ment of approximately $142,000 
from each woman for unpaid 
sales taxes, interest and pen-
alties from their puppy sales. 
When the women couldn’t pay 
immediately, Indiana State Po-
lice and HSUS seized 240 dogs 
on behalf of the state. The next 
day the state sold the dogs, es-
timated to be worth $72,000, to 
the HSUS for $300.

On August 19, the Indiana 
Tax Court filed an opinion in 
the case of Virginia Garwood, 
et al. v. Indiana Dept. of State 
Revenue. In the 19-page opin-
ion, Judge Martha Wentworth 
ruled that the Department of 
Revenue and state attorney 
general exceeded their author-
ity by using jeopardy tax assess-
ments to seize the dogs from the 
Harrison County property of 
Virginia and Kristin Garwood.

Wentworth ruled that the 
advertisement of dogs for sale 
in local newspapers, the breed-
ing and sale of dogs, the failure 
to register as a retail merchant, 
the failure to prepare and file 
sales tax returns, and the fail-
ure to report income earned 
from the retail sales of animals 
on their individual income tax 
returns did not constitute a lit-
mus test for properly issuing a 
jeopardy assessment. Taken as 
a whole, these actions suggest 
that the Garwoods were not 
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properly reporting and paying 
taxes allegedly due, not that 
they intended not to pay, or 
preserve the wherewithal to 
pay, their taxes.

Records also showed in-
come from the sale of the dogs 
was included in Garwoods’ 
income tax returns.  The Gar-
woods’ assumption that dog 
sales were exempt from sales 
tax, while wrong, was not in-
dicative of intent to circumvent 
payment of taxes.  Thus, it also 
was not a basis for the Depart-
ment’s use of jeopardy assess-
ments in this case.

Articles:

* Virginia Garwood, et al. v. 
Indiana Dept. of State Revenue. 
http://www.ai.org/judiciary/
opinions/pdf/08191101mbw.
pdf

* Court rejects tax tool used 
to close puppy mill http://
tinyurl.com/3br36nqv

* Indiana Law Blog:  http://
tinyurl.com/3hjwgtf

* NAIA typepad. Analysis 
of the Garwood Appeal: Subter-
fuge and Seized Dogs http://
tinyurl.com/3nqqvuo

HSUS ANNOUNCES 
NEW SC STATE 

DIRECTOR
HSUS issued a press release 

on August 15, 2011 to announce 
the hiring of another state direc-
tor, Kimberly Kelly.  Based in 
Charleston, Kelly is a gradu-
ate of the Charleston School 
of Law, and the University of 
California, Berkeley. She led 
the Student Animal Legal De-

fense Fund while in law school 
and has also worked with 
The HSUS Animal Protection 
Litigation department.  Kelly is 
quoted as saying she is grateful 
to work for HSUS and advance 
animal protection legislation in 
South Carolina. The press re-
lease notes that last year HSUS 
helped pass more than 100 ani-
mal protection laws in various 
states. South Carolinians can 
expect to see a steady stream 
of HSUS legislation both locally 
and at the state legislature.

UPDATE ON SPAY 
NEUTER HSUS 

CAMPAIGN
Why Is The Humane Society 

Of The U.S. Permitted To Oper-
ate “Above The Law” and Not 
Comply With Federal Laws? 

Frank Losey writes that on 
August 4, 2011, a Documented 
Complaint was formally sub-
mitted to, and is now being 
considered by, the Office of the 
U.S. Attorney for the District 
of Columbia alleging that the 
Humane Society of the U.S.; 
the Humane Society Legislative 
Fund; Mr. Wayne Pacelle; Mr. 
Michael Markarian; Ms. Nancy 
Perry; and Ms. Sarah Amund-
son have failed to comply with 
the Lobbying Disclosure Act 
of 1995 for up to five or more 
years.

The Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995 requires that any 
entity or employee who has had 
as few as only one contact with 
a Member of Congress or any of 
their staff for the purpose of lob-
bying in support of any Federal 
Legislation; or has contacted a 

Senior Official in the Executive 
Branch of the U.S. Government, 
such as the White House or the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
for the purpose of influencing 
Government Policies is required 
to submit a Lobbying Registra-
tion Document, as well as to 
file Quarterly and Semi-Annual 
Lobbying Reports, to the Clerk 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and to the Secretary of the 
U.S. Senate. 

Senior Executive Employees 
of the HSUS and its affiliated 
Lobbying Organizations have 
cumulatively and literally had 
thousands of direct contacts 
with Members of Congress, 
Congressional Staffers and with 
Senior Officials in the Executive 
Branch of our Government over 
the last five-plus years.  How-
ever, none have ever registered 
as a Lobbyist, or as a Lobbying 
Organization, or as a Lobbying 
Client, as they are required to 
do by the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995.

Yet Pacelle’s BIO highlights 
the fact that he served as the 
“chief lobbyist and spokesper-
son” for the HSUS for nearly 
10 years before he became 
the President and CEO of the 
HSUS.  And most recently, 
when he appeared on the Greta 
Van Susteren FOX TV Program 
that aired on July 20, 2011, 
and he was asked why he and 
Michael Vick were together on 
Capitol Hill in Washington DC, 
his explicit quote was “We are 
here to lobby!”

Full article is posted at 
The Cavalry Group blogspot 
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http://thecavalrygroup.blog-
spot.com/  along with instruc-
tions for a sample letter to the 
Office of the U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Columbia.

The message above was 
posted to New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, Delaware, 
New York, and New England 
residents by the Sportsmen’s 
and Animal Owners’ Voting 
Alliance (SAOVA) on one of six 
regional read only elists.

SAOVA is a nonpartisan 
volunteer group working to 
protect Americans from the 
legislative and political threats 
of radical animal rightists. Visit 
our website at http://saova.
org for this program’s goals, 
methodology and list signup 
details.

To unsubscribe from this 
list, exercise that option at 

SAOVA

PO Box 612, Spencer NC 
28159

SAOVA_East mailing list

SAOVA_East@mailman.
montana.com

http://mailman.montana.
com/mailman/listinfo/sao-
va_east

Critical Public Lands Bill 
Comes to Life

(Washington, DC)– Under 
newly introduced bill HR 2834, 
hunting and fishing opportuni-
ties will become a priority on 
more than 440 million acres of 
federal public lands. The “Rec-
reational Fishing and Hunting 

Heritage and 
O p p o r t u n i -
ties Act” was 
introduced at 
the U.S. Con-
gress by Reps. 
Dan Benishek 
(R-MI)  and 
Dan Boren (D-
OK). Co-spon-
sors of the bill 
include Reps. 
Don Young (R-
AK) and Mike 
Kelly (R-PA). 
The bill is also 
supported by 
other key members of the U.S. 
House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, members of the Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, 
and the Columbus, Ohio-based 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance. 

This landmark measure 
recognizes that recreational an-
glers, hunters (including trap-
ping) and shooters have been, 
and continue to be, the foremost 
supporters and funders of 
sound fish and wildlife man-
agement and conservation in 
the United States. The bill fur-
ther highlights that hunting, 
fishing and recreational shoot-
ing occurs on Federal pub-
lic lands and waters without 
adverse impacts or effects on 
other uses or users.  Bill 2834’s 
wording follows the 1997 Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System 
Improvement Act, a bill that 
designated fishing and hunting 
as priority public uses on refuge 
lands in the U.S. The Refuge 
Act has curtailed attempts by 
anti-hunting groups to stop 
hunting on some public lands 

where hunting has traditionally 
occurred.

“The USSA has strongly 
encouraged such legislation for 
over a decade to spell out in law 
that fishing and hunting on fed-
eral public lands must be pro-
tected from the rising animal 
rights lobby,” said Bill Horn, 
former Assistant Secretary of 
Interior and USSA’s director of 
federal affairs.  “This bill will 
provide needed protection for 
years to come.”

If enacted, the Recreational 
Fishing and Hunting Heritage 
and Opportunities Act will 
specify that federal public land 
management officials shall ex-
ercise their authority under ex-
isting law, including provisions 
regarding land-use planning, 
to encourage the use of and ac-
cess to federal public lands and 
waters for fishing, hunting, and 
recreational shooting.  Going 
forward, all management plans 
would include provisions for 
those popular practices.

The new bill will include 
lands under the jurisdiction 
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of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and the U.S. Forest 
Service, including lands desig-
nated wilderness or administra-
tively classified as wilderness 
eligible or suitable, and primi-
tive or semi-primitive areas. 
National parks, however, are 
excluded from the Act as are 
wildlife refuges governed by 
the 1997 Act.

Joining USSA in champion-
ing HR 2834 are the Ameri-
can Sportfishing Association, 
National Rifle Association, 
Safari Club International, and 
the Congressional Sportsmen 
Foundation.

Hunters, anglers, trappers, 
and shooters across America 
who use public lands should 
stay abreast of the develop-
ments of this bill and note its 
positive long-term impact on 
outdoor heritage recreation 
on public lands in the future. 
Contact the U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance at 614-888-4868 for 
more details or visit www.uss-
portsmen.org.

NSSF TO FILE AMICUS 
BRIEF ON HANDGUNS 

In response to a ruling by a 
federal judge in the Northern 
District of Texas in favor of the 
federal government in a case 
brought by the NRA challeng-
ing the federal restriction on the 
purchase of handguns by 18-20 
year old adults, NSSF plans to 
file a friend-of-the-court brief 
in support of NRA’s appeal of 
the ruling. In the case, Jennings 
v. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives, the 
NRA and a group of responsible 
young adults argued that since 
18-20 year olds are considered 
adults for virtually every other 
purpose, such as voting and 
military service, adults in this 
age group should also be able 
to purchase handguns from 
licensed retailers. A similar 
case, in which many of the same 
plaintiffs challenge the state 
of Texas’ ban on issuance of 
right-to-carry permits to adults 
under 21, remains pending in 
the same court.

NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-
CARRY BILL MOVING 

FORWARD 
The House Judiciary Com-

mittee last week considered 
amendments to H.R. 822, the 
National Right-to-Carry Reci-
procity Act of 2011. All pro-
posed anti-gun amendments 
were defeated. The National 
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity bill 
is bipartisan legislation intro-
duced earlier this year by Reps. 
Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) and Heath 
Shuler (D-N.C.). H.R. 822 will 
allow law-abiding firearm carry 
permit holders to exercise their 
right to self-defense while trav-
eling outside their home state.

EROSION OF SECOND 
AMENDMENT 
CONTINUES 

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
waited until literally the last 
hour on Sunday to act on fire-
arms-related legislation sent to 

his desk this session. Several 
anti-gun and anti-industry bills 
were signed into law, including 
long-gun registration. “Sadly, 
the steady erosion of the Sec-
ond Amendment in California 
continues,” said Lawrence G. 
Keane, NSSF senior vice presi-
dent and general counsel. “Gov. 
Brown has now proven that he 
no more respects freedom and 
the individual right protected 
by the Second Amendment 
than his predecessor. These bills 
will increase costs for the tax-
payer and the state’s retailers, 
most of whom are small mom-
and-pop businesses. It will cost 
the state jobs and tax revenue, 
all the while doing absolutely 
nothing to reduce crime.”

Wrap-up: California 
Governor Takes Action 

on Firearm-Related Bills

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
acted on several firearms-re-
lated bills on Sunday, Oct. 9. 
Below is a wrap-up of the bills 
signed into law and vetoed:

AB 809 (Feuer). Long-gun 
registration: SIGNED INTO 
LAW. NSSF opposed this bill 
strongly. Read the governor’s 
message on why this bill was 
signed.

SB 427 (De Leon). Ammu-
nition registration: VETOED. 
This was sort of a re-run of 
an earlier bill (“handgun am-
munition registration”) Gov. 
Schwarzenegger signed into 
law. The law was successfully 
challenged in court as unconsti-
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tutionally vague. The case is on 
appeal. This bill requires regis-
tration of specified calibers but 
also contains vague language 
regarding “handgun ammuni-
tion.” NSSF opposed this bill. 
In vetoing the bill for now, the 
governor said, “Let’s keep our 
powder dry on amendments 
until the court case runs its 
course.” Read the governor’s 
veto message.

SB 819 (Leno): SIGNED 
INTO LAW. This bill allows the 
Department of Justice to use 
Dealer Record of Sales (DROS) 
funds for purposes unrelated to 
administration of background 
checks. There is currently a law-
suit pending that challenges the 
past misuse/misappropriation 
of these funds by DOJ. NSSF 
opposed the bill. The DROS 
fee now becomes a sanctioned 
revenue stream for DOJ.

A B  1 4 4  ( P o r t a n t i n o ) : 
SIGNED INTO LAW. This bill 
bans open carry in the state.

SB 610 (Wright): SIGNED 
INTO LAW. This bill, which 
modifies the state’s concealed-
carry application process, will 
be beneficial to CCW appli-
cants. It also will delete the 
requirement that an applicant 
obtain liability insurance as a 
condition of obtaining a per-
mit.
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State News

IOWA
Hunters Finding 

Pheasants in Better 
Habitat

A quick scan around Lower 
Morse Wildlife Area in Wright 
County yields more pheasants 
than hunters, which is say-
ing something given Iowa’s 
current pheasant population. 
Three weeks into the 2011 
pheasant season and hunt-
ers are scarcer than roosters. 
“There is not much competition 
on public land, which could be 
a good thing for hunters who 
still plan to hunt,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.  “A 
lot of hunters went out open-
ing day and didn’t see much 
and now they are done for the 
year.”

Bogenschutz has been out a 
number of times with mixed 
results. Some trips he finds no 
birds and others a bird or two 
and on good days, he has shot 
a three-bird limit twice.

He said areas with excellent 
winter cover  cattails or switch 
grass  hunters have a chance to 
see some birds, and currently, 
the best cover is primarily on 
public land.

“People who are seeing birds 
are hunting the excellent, well 
managed habitat,” he said.  
“Hunters looking for birds 
and are flexible should identify 

public land with good winter 
cover in north central, central 
or northwest Iowa. Those re-
gions have the better pheasant 
numbers and the winter cover 
_ switch grass, cattails _ that 
hold birds. They should expect 
the birds to be scattered after 
being hunted for a few weeks, 
which is typical.

“But hunters need to set realis-
tic goals of a bird per hunter or 
so,” Bogenschutz said. “There 
are not a lot of guys shooting 
limits, but we do have those 
too. The key is good habitat and 
good dogs. Flush a bird or two 
and put one in the bag.”

For more information contact 
Todd Bogenschutz, Upland 
Wildlife Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.
Inaugural Dove Season 

Closed Nov. 9 
Iowa’s inaugural dove hunt-

ing season has ended.  More 
than 22,000 hunters registered 
that they planned to hunt doves 
in during the 70-day long sea-
son that closed on Nov. 9.  

The Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources will conduct a 
survey from that group of hunt-
ers to determine participation 
and harvest estimates. 

While the dove season has 
closed, hunters can still enjoy 
small game and upland spe-
cies, like pheasants and rabbits, 
waterfowl, deer (archery) and 

wild turkey seasons. Iowa’s 
furbearer season opened Nov. 
5. For a complete listing of 
hunting seasons, go to www.
iowadnr.gov and click on the 
hunting tab.

For more information con-
tact Todd Bogenschutz, Wildlife 
Research Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.

Checking in on Opening 
Weekend of Pheasant Season 

By Joe Wilkinson
One and done. That’s the 

route many hunters took this 
past weekend.  Opening day 
was Saturday, for what prom-
ises to be a meager pheasant 
season.  

 
The forecast for a record low 
harvest has pushed hunter 
numbers down. Still, it was fair-
ly busy on opening day, across 
north central and northwest 
Iowa. That’s where pheasant 
numbers are highest — though 
still woefully short of “the good 
old days.”

 
“Saturday was very busy. We 
had a lot of hunters up here. 
I checked about 70 people in 
Kossuth County,” recounted 
conservation officer Virginia 
Schulte, as I jumped in the ve-
hicle with her on Sunday. 

 
It was apparent after an hour 
that most of those Saturday 
hunters were staying home on 
Sunday. A couple hunters were 
halfway across the 180-acre 
Eagle Lake Marsh, in northern 
Kossuth County. We noted 
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a couple parked trucks, too. 
Without telltale blaze orange 
visible, they might have been 
waterfowl or deer hunters, on 
the mixed grassland, wetland, 
tree-lined complex.

 
Much of the marsh habitat was 
“wetland” in name only. The 
depressions showed where 
water had been. Except for a 
few wet spots, only the larger 
areas showed any depth, leav-
ing more cover for pheasants; 
pushed into remaining habitat 
as the combines brought in the 
crops.

 
We caught up to three hunters 
as they finished a drive along 
a high drainage ditch, about 
9:30 a.m.. 

 
“We worked the heavy cover; 
just kicked up three hens back 
a ways off this ditch bank,” said 
Dave Berdan, pointing a couple 
hundred yards behind him.

 
They and their four Labs had 
two roosters for the morning. 
They were leaving for home 
— St. Cloud — pretty soon; 
cutting the weekend short in 
time to catch Sunday afternoon 
football. But they were satisfied 
with the hunt, especially know-
ing the outlook.

 
“We were a little surprised 
(Saturday). We hunted state 
land near Eagle Lake; prob-
ably saw at least 10 roosters by 
10 o’clock,” said Berdan. “We 
worked the heavy cover; the 
grass on the edge of a picked 
cornfield.”

 
Through the morning, Schulte 
checked a couple of other 
groups: two here, three there. 
No one had more than three 
birds on this second day. And 
they all said there were a lot of 
hunters out on opening day.

 
One reason for the crowds 
across Iowa’s Prairie Pothole 
region — in north central and 
northwest Iowa — is the avail-
ability of public land; much of it 
managed for upland game and 
waterfowl. Wetlands, marshes 
and shallow lakes dot the land-
scape. A 10-mile drive turns up 
places like Goose Lake, with 
more than 200 acres of prairie, 
wetland and food plots. Iowa 
Lake Marsh and Iowa Lake 
Wildlife Area add another 860 
acres, straddling the Kossuth/
Emmet county line. A com-
bination of state and county 
conservation board ground 
provide hundreds of acres of 
waterfowl/upland habitat.

 
Just acres? To the south, Union 
Slough National Refuge stretch-
es nine miles, with sections of 
it a mile or more wide! This is 
different country than much of 
Iowa: it’s flat with shallow wet-
lands, and much of it is public. 
Pheasant numbers are down to 
be sure, but the habitat offered 
on those public areas harbors 
a few birds and offers a lot of 
opportunity.

 
With most fields picked by this 
past weekend, most of those 
birds had no choice but the pub-
lic land. “The birds are fairly 

concentrated on our public ar-
eas. Pretty much every piece of 
private land is farmed,” noted 
Schulte. “Where the birds are 
now is where they will be for 
the rest of the season.”

CRP Acres Available to 
Benefit Grassland Birds
An estimated 3,300 acres is 

being accepted into the popu-
lar Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) (CP38) 
Gaining Ground for Wildlife 
project designed to restore na-
tive grasslands, wetlands and 
develop food plots where they 
will be most beneficial.  

 
“With such a limited number of 
acres available for the sign up, 
landowners should act soon if 
they want to get in,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-
sources.  Landowners should 
visit their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office or contact 
the Iowa DNR wildlife bureau 
for detailed information.  Con-
tact the Farm Service Agency 
to enroll. 

 
The rental rate payment sched-
ule is based on maximum soil 
rental rate established for the 
three predominant soils.  Con-
tracts run 10 to 15 years.  

 
The standard FSA 50 percent 
cost chare, 40 percent practice 
incentive payment to establish 
the practice, and a signing in-
centive payment of $100 per 
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enrolled acre are authorized 
for eligible contracts.   Iowa’s 
SAFE is targeted around our 
public wildlife areas to benefit 
grassland birds both songbirds, 
and upland game birds.

 
Land that is eligible was cropped 
or considered cropped four out 
of the six years from 2002 to 
2007. Eligible cropland includes 
row crops, small grains and for-
age crops. Targeted portions of 
all Iowa counties, except Alla-
makee and Clayton, are eligible 
to participate.  

 
More information is available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov and http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Environ-
ment/LandStewardship/Wild-
lifeLandownerAssistance/
FinancialAssistance.aspx

MINNESOTA
DNR seeks public 

input on ruffed grouse 
management plan

Citizens interested in Min-
nesota ruffed grouse and the 
habitat that supports them can 
now provide input on the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) proposed 
ruffed grouse long-range man-
agement plan.

The public comment period, 
which is available online only, 
begins Thursday, Nov. 17, and 
ends Monday, Dec. 19.  Com-
ment on the plan.

With an average annual har-
vest rate of 519,000 grouse dur-
ing the past 10 years, Minnesota 
is one of the nation’s top three 

ruffed grouse states. The aver-
age hunter harvests five birds 
each year in Minnesota. Annual 
total harvests have reached 
1.2 million birds during peak 
years.

Minnesota leads the nation in 
aspen-birch forest type, the pre-
ferred habitat of ruffed grouse, 
and offers more than 11 million 
acres of federal, state and coun-
ty land open to public hunting, 
much of it located within the 
primary grouse range.

The draft plan’s long-range 
vision for ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota includes sufficient 
quantity, quality and distribu-
tion of habitat to support robust 
grouse populations throughout 
the species’ range in the state. 
The plan also addresses main-
taining grouse hunter numbers, 
and provides for quality habi-
tat to support healthy ruffed 
grouse populations throughout 
their range.

“Our goal is to ensure the via-
bility of ruffed grouse and their 
forest habitat, manage grouse 
as an integral part of Minne-
sota’s forested landscapes, and 
encourage and promote hunt-
ing and observation of ruffed 
grouse in their natural habitat,” 
said Cynthia Osmundson, for-
est wildlife program leader.

Public input will be reviewed 
and considered in January. The 
final Minnesota ruffed grouse 
management plan, to be com-
pleted in February, will help 
guide ruffed grouse manage-
ment during the next 10 years.

Scaup mortality 
continues this fall on 

North Central Minnesota 
lakes

Wildlife managers from the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) are again 
finding dead lesser scaup on 
Lake Winnibigoshish (Winnie) 
this fall.

Although not yet confirmed, 
the ducks are suspected to have 
died from acute infestation 
of intestinal parasites called 
trematodes, which are carried 
by Faucet snails, an invasive 
species that inhabits lakes. 
Lesser scaup feed on the snails 
and become infected with the 
trematodes.

“So far, about 100 to 200 dead 
scaup have been observed along 
the northwestern shoreline of 
Winnie in the Third River Flow-
age area,” said Area Wildlife 
Manager Perry Loegering, who 
along with office staff conducts 
weekly searches of the west 
shore of Winnie, Bowstring and 
Round lakes. A small number of 
sick and dead scaup have been 
observed on Bowstring and 
Round lakes as well.

“Faucet snails have not been 
found in Bowstring or Round 
lakes, so we think the birds are 
moving from lake to lake feed-
ing on Winnie but getting sick 
on the other lakes,” Loegering 
said.

The DNR Wetland Wildlife 
Research Group is studying 
Faucet snails in infested wa-
ters to learn more about their 
habitat use, abundance and 
parasite prevalence. These wa-
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ters include Winnie, Upper and 
Lower Twin lakes, Shell River, 
First and Second Crow Wing 
lakes, and Crow Wing River.

Officials continue to sample 
Round and Bowstring lakes 
to facilitate early detection of 
Faucet snails. They are also 
sampling areas where scaup are 
feeding to learn where scaup 
are most likely to encounter 
snails.

Die-offs of lesser scaup have 
occurred on Winnie in 2007 
and 2008 when an estimated 
8,000 and 2,000 scaup died, 
respectively. About 2,000 scaup 
were estimated to have died on 
Bowstring in 2010.

The DNR reminds hunters, 
anglers and other recreation 
boaters to check their boats, 
trailers, anchors, decoys and 
lines, and other submersed 
equipment when moving be-
tween waters. The best way 
to reduce the spread of Faucet 
snails is to prevent their trans-
port.

DNR investigating swan 
deaths

Every fall, officials with the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources warn waterfowl 
hunters to avoid mistakenly 
shooting trumpeter swans. No-
tices are printed in Minnesota’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations 
and warning signs are posted 
on some lakes frequented by 
swans.

Despite these initiatives, DNR 
conservation officers are inves-
tigating a number of trumpeter 
swan deaths.

Trumpeter swans are a feder-
ally protected species. People 
who shoot them face fines up 
to $1,700 plus a loss of hunting 
equipment and hunting licenses 
for up to three years.

“There’s really no excuse for 
shooting one because Minne-
sota hunters won’t encounter 
any other waterfowl as large 
as a trumpeter swan,” said Col. 
Jim Konrad, DNR Enforcement 
director.

Konrad said that trumpeter 
swans have long necks, weigh 
up to 28 pounds, can be 59 to 
72 inches long, and have wing-
spans up to 8 feet.

Snow geese, in comparison, 
are smaller than the familiar 
Canada geese that populate 
the state. They average 25 to 31 
inches long and weigh only 6 or 
7 pounds.

“It’s like comparing a bus with 
a minivan,” Konrad said.

Also, trumpeter swans are all 
white, while snow geese have 
distinct jet-black tips on their 
wings.

Tundra swans are slightly 
smaller than trumpeters. They, 
too, have the distinctive long 
neck and are all white. Tundra 
swans, which are far more nu-
merous than trumpeters, are 
hunted in some states. But in 
Minnesota, both species are 
protected.

Recent cases where charges 
have been filed or that remain 
under investigation involving 
protected swans include:

Two men facing charges for 
killing two trumpeter swans 
several weeks ago in the Carlos 

Avery Wildlife Management 
Area.

A trumpeter swan was shot 
and killed in Kandiyohi County 
and found along a gravel road 
near a large slough.

A trumpeter swan was shot 
and killed near Brownton.

A trumpeter swan was shot 
and killed near Pine River.

“Someone out there can help 
us solve these cases,” Konrad 
said.

Anyone with information 
should call the Turn In Poachers 
hotline at 800-652-9093.

DNR seeks comments 
on hunting, WMA, game 

refuge rule changes
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) is 
accepting requests for a public 
hearing and written comments 
on proposed changes to regula-
tions pertaining to individual 
wildlife management areas, 
game refuges, small game 
hunting and trapping, Canada 
goose hunting zones and habi-
tat stamp selection.

A copy of the proposed rules 
and additional information 
about the rules process is avail-
able online.

DNR will accept written com-
ments supporting or opposing 
the rule changes or requests for 
a public hearing through 4:30 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16.

Comments may be submit-
ted to Jason Abraham, Box 20, 
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. 
Paul, MN 55155-4020 or by 
email to to:jason.abraham@


