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tives in Texas,” says Steve Riley, 
Pheasants Forever’s Farm Bill 
Wildlife Biologist Manager for 
the Southern Great Plains. “The 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Initia-
tive presents an exciting op-
portunity for Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever to showcase 
our capabilities in delivering 
habitat improvements across 
a variety of landscapes. Cur-
tis, Josh and Vicki represent a 
connection point to our Texas 
conservation partners, and we 
all share great expectations for 
the work they will be able to 
accomplish.”

The biologists are employ-
ees of, and will be supervised 
by Pheasants Forever, Inc. and 
Quail Forever, and will work 
with the Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
on a daily basis. Funding is pro-
vided by Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever, USDA–Natural 
Resource Conservation Ser-
vice, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, Playa Lakes Joint 
Venture, and local Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever 
chapters, and local Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever’s Farm Bill Biologist 
program has, in just 9 years of 
existence, accounted for more 
than two million acres of habi-
tat being created or improved 
for wildlife, and currently staffs 
more than 90 Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologists throughout the coun-
try. For more information on the 
Farm Bill Biologist program, 
please contact Steve Riley at 
(402) 786-5547 or sriley@pheas-

antsforever.org.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973

Pheasants Forever’s Farm 
Bill Biologist Program 

Helps Improve Two 
Million Acres of Wildlife 

Habitat
Improve how conservation 

programs are delivered to agri-
culture producers, ranchers and 
landowners. That’s the goal of 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever’s Farm Bill Biologist 
program, a program that has, 
in just 9 years of existence, ac-
counted for more than two mil-
lion acres of habitat being cre-
ated or improved for wildlife.

The Farm Bill Biologist pro-
gram is designed to educate 
farmers and landowners about 
the benefits of conservation 
programs, as well as assist 
those landowners after pro-
grams have been implemented. 
Pheasants Forever first em-

ployed Farm Bill Biologists in 
2003 with four positions, and 
now has 90 partnership posi-
tions in 15 states – Colorado, 
Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, South Dakota, Texas, 
Washington, and Wisconsin. 
Farm Bill Biologists have con-
tacted and consulted with more 
than 60,000 landowners, result-
ing in the improvement of more 
than 2 million acres of land for 
wildlife.

“We’ve designed our Farm 
Bill Biologist program as the 
best possible resource for con-
servation information; we call 
it the ‘One Stop Shop’ for any-
thing conservation and wildlife 
related,” said Jim Inglis, Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever 
Farm Bill Biologist Coordina-
tor, “Our Farm Bill Biologists 
possess the necessary knowl-
edge of federal, state, and local 
conservation programs. More 
importantly, they are making 
local contacts and promoting 
programs on a personal basis. 
That formula helps landowners 
find the right conservation pro-
grams to meet their personal 
habitat and land-use goals.”

Primarily, the biologists 
work to accelerate enrollment 
in the suite of U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Farm Bill con-
servation programs. Farm Bill 
Biologists add wildlife techni-
cal assistance in USDA offices 
to assist the Natural Resources 
Conservation Services (NRCS), 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
other conservation partners 
with delivering conservation 



41
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

December 2011/November  2011                      We average over a million hits a month on the net.                            www.Bdarn.com

programs to landowners. These 
biologist positions wouldn’t be 
possible without funding from 
state wildlife agencies, USDA-
NRCS, local Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever chapters, soil 
and water conservation dis-
tricts, foundations, and other 
state and local partners.

This August, Pheasants For-
ever entered into an agreement 
with the Intermountain West 
Joint Venture, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and NRCS to 
assist in delivering the NRCS 
Sage Grouse Initiative. Pheas-
ants Forever will hold seven 
western Farm Bill Biologist 
positions and provide adminis-
trative/financial assistance for 
all Sage Grouse Initiative posi-
tions. In addition, Pheasants 
Forever’s Farm Bill Biologists 
will assist in the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Initiative through eight 
biologist positions in Colorado, 
Kansas and Texas. During this 
time, Pheasants Forever’s West-
ern Farm Bill Coordinator Sam 
Lawry was also appointed to 
the Western Quail Working 
Group. The group, which is 
comprised of state and federal 
wildlife agency biologists, im-
plements habitat objectives and 
management recommendations 
outlined in the Western Quail 
Management Plan.

For more information on the 
Farm Bill Biologist program, 
please contact Jim Inglis, Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever 
Farm Bill Biologist Coordinator, 
at (419) 569-1096 or Email Jim.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-

vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973

 The U.S. Forest Service 
plans to burn about 2,200 
acres in coming weeks...

Area hunters say the pre-
scribed burns are a boon for 
wildlife.

“Burning has always been a 
good tool,” said Jeff Johnston, 
of Franklin, a member of the 
Ruffed Grouse Society. “When 
you burn, you’re releasing new 
growth down low to the ground 
where grouse, deer and other 
animals can browse. The best 
thing is it’s inexpensive, and 
you’re not burning diesel fuel 
and using fertilizer and chemi-
cals and things like that.”

Last year, the Forest Service 
burned about 24,000 acres in 
prescribed burns in the state’s 
four national forests.
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News From The AKC

Memorandum for AKC 
BOD and AKC Delegates

Subject: 
Group 

Realignment 
- The time has 

come
In October, 2007, the AKC 

Board of Directors appointed a 
committee to evaluate the exist-
ing alignment of breeds within 
the seven variety groups and 
determine if a different align-
ment would better serve the 
Sport.

In 2009, the committee re-
ported its recommendations to 
expand the number of groups 
from seven to ten and to move 
breeds from the current groups 
to the new groups. The propos-
al was scheduled to be voted 
on at the March 2010 Delegate 
meeting.

At the March, 2010 Delegate 
meeting, the Committee rec-
ommended that the proposal 
be referred back to the BOD, 
as additional information had 
rendered a vote premature. 
The BOD subsequently referred 
the action back to a re-formed 
Realignment committee, which 
began its work in 2010.

In accomplishing its task the 
Realignment Committee met in 

requires Delegate approval to 
amend Chapter 3, Sections 1, 15, 
17, 18, 19 and 20, and Chapter 6, 
Section 3 of the Rules Applying 
to Dog Shows. Concurrently, 
the committee notes that it may 
be useful to remove the refer-
ence to the number of groups 
from all of the above sections, 
except Chapter 3, Section 1.

In addition, Chapter 2 of 
the Rules Applying to Registra-
tion and Discipline refers to the 
number of groups, and would 
require Delegate approval to 
amend.

The committee, by submis-
sion of this report, requests 
the Board of Directors of the 
American Kennel Club, in ac-
cordance with Article XX of the 
Bylaws of the American Kennel 
Club, propose and submit the 
necessary amendments to the 
Delegate body, to be read at the 
December, 2011 meeting of the 
Delegate Body, published in 
two issues of AKC Gazette, and 
voted upon at the March, 2012 
meeting of the Delegate Body.

Respectfully submitted,

The Realignment Committee

The Groups – projections 
with breeds currently in the 
Groups, Miscellaneous Class 
and Foundation Stock Service

(numbers based on inclu-
sion of new breeds and some 
movement within the groups, 
as some breeds are recom-
mended for reassignment)

Group 1: Sporting – Pointers 
& Setters

(18 breeds)

person, via conference call and 
through email coordination. In 
its study, the committee con-
sidered the current groupings, 
the previous comments from 
all stakeholders, the develop-
ment of AKC record keeping 
and event management soft-
ware, the numbers of breeds 
in the recognition pipeline and 
AKC plans for streamlining 
the breed recognition process, 
and the parallel work of the 
AKC Judging Approval Process 
committee. A composite of Fre-
quently Asked Questions (and 
Answers) that provide detail is 
included in this summary Sig-
nificant changes in the Groups 
include splitting the Working 
Group into three groups, the 
Hound Group into two groups 
and the Sporting Group into 
two groups. A listing of pro-
posed Groups as well as a sug-
gested composition is included 
in this summary.

Note that this is a two-step 
process. The first step will be 
the approval by the Delegate 
Body for the addition of four 
groups. The Board of Direc-
tors will then be tasked with 
the placement of breeds within 
those groups. It is expected that 
the reasoned input of the fancy 
will be an integral part of the 
placement.

The committee recommends 
the addition of four groups to 
the listing currently in place 
(7 groups). This change which 
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Bracco Italiano
Brittany
Drentsche Patrijshond
Pointer
Pointer (German Short-

haired)
Pointer (German Wire-

haired)
Portuguese Pointer
Setter (English)
Setter (Gordon)
Setter (Irish
Setter (Irish Red & White
Small  Muenstenlander 

Pointer
Spinone Italiano
Stabyhoun
Vizsla
Weimaraner
Wirehaired Pointing Grif-

fon
Wirehaired Vizsla
Group 2: Sporting - Retriev-

ers & Spaniels

(21 breeds/varieties)
Barbet
Koolkerhondje
Lagotto Romagnolo
Retriever (Chesapeake 

Bay)
Retriever (Curly-Coated)
Retriever (Flat-Coated)
Retriever (Golden)
Retriever (Labrador)
Retriever (Nova Scotia Duck 

Tolling)
Spaniel (American Water)
Spaniel (Boykin)
Spaniel (Clumber)
Spaniel (Cocker) ASCOB
Spaniel (Cocker) Black
Spaniel (Cocker) Parti-col-

or
Spaniel (English Cocker)
Spaniel (English Springer)
Spaniel (Field)
Spaniel (Irish Water)

Spaniel (Sussex)
Spaniel (Welsh Springer)

 Judging Operations De-
partment 

PO Box 900062 
Raleigh, NC 27675-9062 
(919) 816-3880 
judgingops@akc.org 
www.akc.org 

Tentative -Group Realign-
ment Judging Procedure 

How will the group re-
alignment affect the approval 
of judges? 

There are presently an ad-
equate number of approved 
judges to judge all breeds cur-
rently admitted to the registry 
and groups as they are current-
ly aligned, and, therefore, there 
will be an adequate number of 
approved judges after breeds 
are realigned. 

Following is staff’s proposal 
to approve group judges to ac-
commodate the realignment of 
breeds to be finalized pending 
Board approval. It is a one time 
adjustment to the pool of AKC 
judges that is a necessary expe-
dience but in no way suggests 
that the historically high quality 
of the AKC group and best in 
show judging pool be diluted 
by relaxing present policy and 
lowering standards for group 
approval. The opportunities 
proposed are not intended to 
provide a shortcut to group 
approval or to be the first step 
in the eroding of requirements 
to judge groups. 

Where it is indicated that ad-
ditional breeds are to be applied 
for, there will be no restrictions 
regarding judging status. That 
is to say, judges with provi-
sional status in some breeds 
may apply for these needed 
breeds. Further, provisional 
status for breeds applied for 
during the adjustment window 
(from implementation date two 
year anniversary) to maintain 
group judging status should 
not inhibit regular application 
progression. 

Considering the publicity 
the proposed realignment has 
received and the latest pro-
posed time line (earliest possi-
ble implementation on January 
1, 2015), judges will have nearly 
five years (until January 1, 2017) 
to acquire breeds to maintain 
group approval. There will 
be no restrictions limiting the 
number of breeds or status 
of judges applying for breeds 
needed to maintain approved 
status granted by virtue of this 
adjustment. 

Sporting Groups All judges 
approved to judge the Sporting 
Group as it is presently com-
posed are already approved (or 
will automatically be approved) 
to judge all of the breeds in 
both new Sporting Groups. In 
addition, those judges not ap-
proved for the entire Sporting 
group but are approved for all 
currently recognized breeds in 
either the proposed Sporting 
– Pointer & Setter or Sporting – 
Retriever & Spaniel groups will 
automatically be approved to 
judge that respective group. 
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Hound Groups All judges 
approved to judge the Hound 
Group as it is presently com-
posed are already approved to 
judge all of the breeds in the 
new Scent Hound Group. 

All judges approved to 
judge the Hound Group as 
it is presently composed will 
be eligible to judge the Sight 
Hound Group for two years fol-
lowing realignment but will not 
be eligible to judge the Italian 
Greyhound classes in the breed. 
If they do not gain approval for 
Italian Greyhounds in the two 
year window, they will lose the 
approval for the Sight Hound 
Group. 11/14/2011 

Judges not eligible to judge 
the Hound Group as currently 
comprised but eligible to judge 
all breeds in the proposed Scent 
Hound or Sight Hound Group 
will be eligible to judge that 
respective group following 
realignment. 

There are presently 230 
judges approved to judge the 
Hound Group. 104 (45%) of 
them are already approved for 
Italian Greyhounds. 

Working Group All judges 
approved to judge the Working 
Group as it is presently com-
posed will be eligible to judge 
the Working - Utility Group for 
two years following realign-
ment but will not be eligible to 
judge the Dalmatian classes in 
the breed. If they do not gain 
approval for Dalmatians in the 
two year window, they will lose 
the approval for the Working - 
Utility Group. 

All judges currently ap-
proved to judge the Work-
ing Group as it is presently 
composed will be eligible to 
judge the Working –Molosser 
Group. 

In addition, all judges cur-
rently not approved to judge the 
Working Group, but are eligible 
to judge all of the individual 
currently approved breeds in 
the proposed Working – Util-
ity and/or Working – Molosser 
Groups will be eligible to judge 
that respective group. 

Ü§ All judges currently ap-
proved to judge the presently com-
posed Working, Non-Sporting and 
Herding Groups and judges ap-
proved to judge any combination 
of eleven breeds that will compose 
this new group will be eligible to 
judge the Working-Spitz Group for 
two years following realignment. 
However, they will not be eligible 
to judge any breeds for which they 
are not specifically approved in 
the classes. If they do not gain ap-
proval for the balance of the breeds 
in the two year window, they will 
lose the approval for the Working 
- Spitz Group. 

There are presently 256 judges 
approved to judge the Working 
Group. 97 (38%) of them are al-
ready approved to judge Dalma-
tians. 

Terrier Group All judges ap-
proved to judge the Terrier Group 
as it is presently composed are al-
ready or will be approved to judge 
all of the breeds in the Terrier 
Group following realignment. 

Toy Group All judges ap-
proved to judge the Toy Group 
as it is presently composed are al-
ready or will be approved to judge 
all of the breeds in the Toy Group 

following realignment 

Non-Sporting Group All 
judges approved to judge the Non-
Sporting Group as it is presently 
composed are already or will be 
approved to judge all of the breeds 
in the Non-Sporting Group follow-
ing realignment 

Herding Group All judges 
approved to judge the Herding 
Group as it is presently composed 
are already or will be approved 
to judge all of the breeds in the 
Herding Group following realign-
ment. 

General There is presently one 
breed in the Sight Hound Group, 
one breed in the Working - Utility 
Group and twelve breeds in the 
Working – Spitz Group that may 
ultimately jeopardize group judg-
ing status. However, there is a two 
year post realignment window 
added to the notice from whence 
the realignment is approved for 
sincere judges to qualify. Provi-
sional status restrictions would be 
waived, so judges could apply for 
these breeds at any time. 

For all groups following re-
alignment, judges eligible for all 
currently approved breeds in a 
group will be eligible to judge that 
respective group. 

Best in Show Effective with 
the implementation of the realign-
ment of groups, judges already 
approved to judge Best in Show 
will remain eligible to judge Best 
in Show. Thereafter, only judges 
approved to judge two groups 
will be approved to judge Best in 
Show. 

PENDING - BOARD AC-
TION
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News from the Enemy camps & the Good Guys

Dear SAOVA friends,

An interesting article on the 
Michigan Farm Bureau was 
posted recently reminding us 
that we should all be concerned 
regarding the amount of animal 
rightist misinformation being 
circulated in our schools.  HSUS 
has distributed its Kind News 
propaganda for years, but that 
pales to the current scope of 
their student campaigns. See 
HSUS Resources for Students 
http://tinyurl.com/682ycnj.  
Congrats to the Michigan Farm 
Bureau for addressing this in 
their school districts.

Michigan Farm News re-
ports the state Farm Bureau 
will provide science curriculum 
for seventh-grade classrooms 
in 38 Michigan school dis-
tricts to counter a book used 
in classrooms teaching false 
opinions about agriculture.  “A 
hot planet needs cool kids” is 
a book used as a companion 
to the science curriculum with 
sources including Defenders of 
Wildlife, The Humane Society 
of the United States, and Wiki-
pedia. Michigan Farm Bureau 
says those sources are bias 
and present false information 
as fact, misleading children 
as they shape views of agri-
culture. The book includes a 
section encouraging children 
to eat less meat and says many 
livestock are kept in unnatural 
environments. The book adds 

eating less or no meat will 
reduce energy consumption, 
methane gas and the poten-
tial for disease outbreak. Deb 
Schmucker, manager of Farm 
Bureau’s Promotion and Educa-
tion department, will prepare a 
packet of information for teach-
ers to use educating students 
about sustainable, positive farm 
practices.

“The problem is, when these 
false statements are repeated 
over and over, they become 
engrained and are considered 
truth,” Schmucker said. “If the 
teachers believe falsehood, and 
when school book writers use 
as resources other books and 
websites that contain false-
hoods, where are the kids go-
ing to get the truth? If farmers 
need to write a textbook, we’ll 
do it. But that’s not the hard 
part. The hard part is getting it 
into the classroom.” Schmucker 
is working to have the book 
taken out of circulation.  Source: 
Michigan Farm News

As always, we encourage 
cross posting of these messages.  
Thanks for reading.

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Issue lobbying and working 
to identify and elect supportive 
legislators

JOIN THE FIGHT! BE A 
SAOVA VOLUNTEER. Contact 
saova@earthlink.net

PETITIONS FROM 
UNITED HORSEMEN

United Horsemen has two 
very active Petitions up and 
available for supporters to sign 
and send a clear, unequivocal 
message to Congress, and to the 
Obama Administration.  The 
horsemen and women of Amer-
ica are Standing up! Speaking 
out! and Being Heard!

By following the links be-
low, you have an opportunity 
to take a stand to improve the 
fates of suffering horses, and to 
defend our rights and respon-
sibilities as horse owners, and 
our opportunities to make our 
livings and raise our families 
with the joy of horses in our 
lives.

The petition to Congress, 
“Restore the Horse Industry,” 
has been up and running since 
the first of September, and as of 
this writing, 5,816 letters have 
been delivered to Congress 
from literally every state in 
the Nation. PETITION LINK: 
http://tinyurl.com/3ngax3g

The petition to the Obama 
Administration was initiated 
yesterday through the brand 
new “We the People” Peti-
tion System. The White House 
launched their new petition site 
yesterday and United Horse-
men was among the first to take 
advantage of the opportunity. 
We have 30 days to get 5,000 
signers, in which case President 
Obama’s staff will personally 
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review and respond.  PETI-
TION LINK: http://tinyurl.
com/3e5gbk2

BROOMFIELD 
COLORADO JOINS 

STUDY ON COYOTES
Three children have 

been bitten by coyotes 
this summer in the 

Anthem area.
BROOMFIELD -- In light 

of a trio of coyote attacks on 
children in north Broomfield 
this summer, city officials are 
taking action to address and 
better understand aggressive 
coyote behavior in the city.

Broomfield Open Space and 
Trails Director Kristan Pritz 
said Broomfield has been ac-
cepted as partner in a recently 
launched study of urban coyote 
behavior in the Denver-metro 
area.

Researchers from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife, Colorado 
State University and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture are 
conducting the study with help 
from about 20 government enti-
ties in the metro area, including 
Broomfield. Researchers began 
the study’s observational phase 
in Aurora this month. They will 
observe the behavior of coyotes 
living in urban and suburban 
areas, as well as the behavior 
and attitudes of people toward 
the animals.  The research has 
just begun, but Pritz said she 
is happy Broomfield will be 
participating in the project. 
The city signed on as an obser-
vational partner last year, but 
this year might actually see 

research take place in some of 
its neighborhoods, including 
possible installation of wildlife 
cameras and tagging and track-
ing of coyotes.

Broomfield’s Anthem Ranch 
subdivision has been ground 
zero for aggressive coyote be-
havior in Colorado this year, 
with three reported cases of a 
coyote biting a small child in 
the neighborhood since July 18. 
The most recent attack occurred 
Monday, when a 3-year-old 
girl was bitten by a coyote that 
came into her back yard from an 
abutting open space area as her 
parents tried to scare the ani-
mal away from their back pa-
tio.   Continue reading http://
www.dailycamera.com/news/
ci_18971775

ANIMAL RIGHTS VS. 
ANIMAL WELFARE: 
How “humane” is the 

Humane Society?
Hartford Animal Rescue 

Examiner September 23, 2011

The Humane Society of the 
United States has theoretically 
been a long-standing organiza-
tion symbolic of animal rights, 
protection, and welfare – a fea-
sible presumption. A donation 
sent to the Humane Society is 
sent to provide food for mal-
nourished horses in Texas or 
to provide shelter for homeless 
dogs and cats in New York City 
– right?

An investigation into the 
Humane Society’s financial 
history is a quantitative way 
of determining the organiza-
tion’s true intentions. In 2008, 

the Humane Society’s net as-
sets reached $162,217,144. Its 
revenue alone was $85,837,220– 
the equivalent of almost 4.3 
million $20 donations. Humane 
Society’s 2008 grant schedule 
shows that $452,371, a mere 
0.45% of their budget that year, 
was donated to directly affect 
animals in need, i.e. animal 
shelters and HSUS state branch-
es. Connecticut received only 
$10,000: a donation sent to a 
spay clinic in Stratford. Not one 
of Connecticut’s three Humane 
Society branches – Westport, 
Waterford, or Newington – was 
given a dime from their nation-
al counterpart.  Continue read-
ing on Examiner.com http://
tinyurl.com/3okfjxm

NEW STUDENT 
CHAPTER TO 

PROMOTE ANIMAL 
LAW

Law students have part-
nered with the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund to create The 
University of Western Ontario’s 
first Student Animal Legal 
Defense Fund (SALDF). The 
students will host speakers, 
debates and conferences; write 
law review articles for journals 
dedicated to animal law; and 
volunteer to do legal research 
and writing for local law firms 
and advocates for the addition 
of animal law courses to cur-
riculum.

The first SALDF chapter was 
established in 1992 at Lewis & 
Clark Law School in Portland, 
Oregon and there are currently 
more than 170 chapters at law 
schools throughout the United 
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States and Canada. In 1999 six 
schools taught animal law, in-
cluding Harvard.  Today there 
are 135 law schools in the U.S. 
and Canada that have offered a 
course in animal law.

Before the ink was dry on re-
ports of the HSUS/UEP egg reg-
ulation announcement Stephen 
Wells, ALDF Executive Director, 
commented that the agreement 
did not go far enough because 
it lacked “teeth” for enforce-
ment. According to Wells, the 
ideal way to solve this problem 
would be the inclusion of a citi-
zen suit provision that would 
permit enforcement of the law 
by concerned citizens. 

Most recently, ALDF filed 
a citizen’s petition with USDA 
urging the Department to re-
quire that foie gras product 
packaging carry a warning la-
bel or disclaimer that foie gras 
livers are derived from diseased 
birds.

Learn more about ALDF at 
the SAOVA website.

HSUS AND WHAT’S 
‘GOOD FOR THE 

COUNTRY’
September 16, 2011 By Steve 

Kopperud

Albert Einstein said, “In-
sanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and ex-
pecting different results.” If 
we accept this notion, then it’s 
time for some in the animal 
rights movement to find a good 
shrink. Why do urban, vegan, 
pleather-wearing folks believe 
that continually insulting agri-
culture, by condescending to 

and patronizing this country’s 
food producers, that one day 
we’ll shout “hallelujah” as the 
scales fall from our collective 
eyes and we’ll beg their forgive-
ness for our sins?

The evidence this week is 
word out of Nebraska from 
state agricultural producer 
groups that a new organization 
has been formed – “We Support 
Agriculture” – announced at 
press conferences in Omaha, 
Lincoln and at Corn Husker 
Days in Grand Island.

Nebraska Farm Bureau, 
Nebraska Cattlemen, Nebraska 
Pork, Nebraska Poultry and 
Nebraska Dairy each ponied 
up $5,000 to fund a coalition 
of folks ready to do battle 
with, among others, “extreme 
animal rights organizations,” 
those who seek to outlaw on-
farm production practices. 
Also created is the “Alliance 
for the Future of Agriculture in 
Nebraska,” a charitable public 
education foundation.

Enter Wayne Pacelle, presi-
dent of the Humane Society of 
the U.S. (HSUS), quoted in the 
Omaha World-Herald and the 
Lincoln Journal Star calling the 
effort a “charade” and paranoia 
run amok,” accusing Nebraska 
agriculture of refusing to ad-
dress his personal definition 
of animal welfare “problems.” 
Ever since Gov. Dave Heine-
man told HSUS to go pound 
salt if it thought it could coerce 
the $15-billion state ag indus-
try to negotiate with HSUS its 
future – Heineman’s widely 
quoted statement: “In Nebras-

ka, no deal, no compromise” 
– Pacelle’s nose has been out 
of joint with our Corn Husker 
friends. And he lost his well-
connected state lobbyist in the 
dust up.  Full article at Brown-
field Ag News http://tinyurl.
com/3ey769v  

News & Legislation 
Briefs October 12, 2011

Dear SAOVA Friends,

Last week I attended our 
local HSUS grassroots meeting 
which proved to be eventful 
as well as enlightening.  As 
requested on the web event 
calendar, I submitted an RSVP 
for the meeting and received a 
confirmation. However, the day 
before the scheduled meeting 
I received an email from our 
HSUS State Director informing 
me this was a private meeting 
for animal advocates interested 
in helping animals and our 
shelters, and she felt that my 
agenda would not be the same. 
Politely, she then suggested that 
it would be better if I did not 
attend.  The meeting was being 
held in our public library and 
after assurances from officials 
that my attendance could not 
be blocked, friends and I sat in 
on the meeting and proceeded 
to take notes on her presenta-
tion. 

ADVOCATING FOR ANI-
MALS – CREATING CHANGE 
was the presentation title.  Sub-
title and focus was “working to 
support our shelters” because 
our shelters are in crisis.  Speak-
ing from the role of animal 
control’s new best friend, it was 
stated that understanding the 
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issues faced by animal control 
personnel is critical.  They are 
all dealing with budget cuts, 
animal overpopulation, and 
insufficient ordinances. Instead 
of being angry with animal 
control, advocates should work 
to pass local ordinances that 
contain housing, shelter, tether-
ing, and animal care regulations 
and not wait for regulation at 
the state level.   

The presentation included 
a segment on community out-
reach with suggestions to use 
HSUS literature for responsible 
care and puppy mill education; 
distribute anti-tether informa-
tion from Unchain Your Dog; 
and engage your local pastor in 
helping animals, i.e., religious 
outreach.

The bulk of the presentation 
focused on shelter needs, net-
working, and ways to volunteer 
which was a drastic shift from 
the presentation in 2010 (See 
HSUS Lobbying in Your State 
http://saova.org/download.
html).  However, there was a 
quick review of the bullet list 
of desired legislation:  increased 
penalties for animal cruelty; 
commercial breeder regulation; 
strengthen animal fighting law; 
stop wildlife abuse (penning); 
and statewide regulation for 
animal housing and shelter.   
More of the meeting will be 
covered on the SAOVA blog.

If you have not attended 
an HSUS grassroots meeting, 
you should.  The animal rights 
agenda may be crystal clear to 
you, but it is not understood by 

the general public who cannot 
distinguish it from animal wel-
fare. Listening to the smooth 
manner in which HSUS feeds 
their agenda to an audience is 
an education in itself.  Learning 
what activists have planned for 
your community can only be to 
your advantage when speaking 
to your elected officials.

The world not only belongs 
to those who show up, it’s con-
trolled by the best informed and 
most motivated.

Thanks for reading. Cross 
posting is encouraged.

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s and Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance - 
http://saova.org

Issue lobbying and working 
to identify and elect supportive 
legislators
A LOT PLAYERS, NOW 

TIME FOR A TEAM
Inside D.C. September 30, 

2011 By Steve Kopperud

Reprinted with permission 
from Brownfield Ag News

http://brownfieldagnews.
com/2011/09/30/a-lot-play-
ers-now-time-for-a-team/

The fledgling Farmers & 
Ranchers Alliance held a series 
of town hall-type meetings this 
month – DC, New York, Davis, 
CA, and Fair Oaks, IN – all part 
of its “Food Dialogue” effort 
to reinflate U.S. consumer ap-
preciation for the people and 
the system that feeds them and 
a big chunk of the planet. As 
part of the debut, the Alliance 

released some very interesting 
survey results. First, 2,000 or 
so consumers generally admit 
they don’t much about food 
production, but that ignorance 
informs their buying decisions. 
Second, farmers and ranchers 
surveyed guessed as much 
about their consumer custom-
ers, and figure what consumers 
think they know is wrong.

I’m glad someone’s finally 
got the consumer on record 
admitting he/she doesn’t know 
what it takes to produce food, 
whether fruit, veg, grain or ani-
mal.  But this simply confirms 
what most of us knew.  The 
underlying value of the Alli-
ance — and trust me, I think the 
Alliance is a superior operation 
—  effort is that it unites all of 
ag in a broad-based effort to 
enhance consumer appreciation 
of farmers, ranchers and the ab-
solutely irreplaceable survival 
component they represent for 
the rest of us.

The New York Times, as 
might be expected, wrote a 
typically snarky and generally 
naïve article about the Alliance, 
and an animal rights blogger 
reacted to the Alliance:  “Un-
til now, the animal advocacy 
movement’s opposition was 
largely a bunch of poorly or-
ganized and relatively under-
funded misfits…” Now, save 
for the “misfit” description, 
she’s correct. Why? Because 
all of our efforts in agriculture 
to promote our industry are 
uncoordinated and generally, 
uncooperative.
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The Alliance is the biggest 
and broadest producer effort 
out there, but it isn’t by any 
means the only effort trying 
to reach into the consumer 
psyche to instill and reinforce 
consumer trust in farmers and 
ranchers and the industries and 
disciplines which support and 
rely upon them. There is the 
Animal Agriculture Alliance; 
the Farm Animal Welfare Coali-
tion; American Farmers for the 
Advancement and Conserva-
tion of Technology; our animal 
science and veterinary medi-
cine allies – Council for Agri-
culture Science & Technology, 
American Society for Animal 
Science, Federation of Animal 
Science Societies, American Vet-
erinary Medical Assn., species 
practitioner groups – and then 
there are individual national 
association programs, state 
programs, and individual spe-
cies advocacy programs, such 
as the United Horsemen. Oh, 
and let us not forget the private, 
for-profit endeavors to which 
some corporations naively turn 
for “insight” into how to deal 
with anti-agriculture forces.

Most of these are top-of-
the-line efforts, and while some 
are more focused on animal 
production and others are 
broad agriculture in their con-
centration, all share a goal of 
enhancing production ag, and 
regaining the trust and confi-
dence of consumers who are 
barraged daily by the “big lie” 
of bad production, fertilized 
by political propaganda, mis-
information and downright 
lies about where food in this 

country comes from.

However, what are lacking 
from this industry-wide effort 
are a lack of ego — both per-
sonal and organizational — and 
a healthy dose of coordination 
and cooperation. There are 
folks who sit on the boards and 
committees of more than one 
of these efforts, but they are 
few and far between. It would 
be significant mistake for such 
efforts to spend tight money to 
duplicate efforts, re-do research 
and surveys which have been 
done to death and always say 
the same thing, and from a 
policy standpoint, we’d be fools 
not to try and solidify as much 
of a producer/input industry/
processor base as possible.

Key to this coordinated ef-
fort must be a willingness to ac-
knowledge eroding consumer 
confidence due to attacks by 
the “good food movement,” or 
animal rights, or enviro groups 
or others who don’t or refuse 
to understand production ag, 
is a universal assault. It’s not 
specific to a crop or a species; 
it’s an attack on all of us in 
conventional and organic agri-
culture. So, the less-than-subtle 
message is as follows: Let’s get 
our act together, check our egos 
at the door, and start a serious 
coordinated effort – preserving 
our individual identities – but 
let’s make sure we’re getting 
the biggest bang for our buck 
by ensuring we’re echoing, not 
talking over, each other.

TEXAS DOG AND 
CAT BREEDER 

REGULATION UPDATE
On October 10, 2011 The 

Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation (TDLR) issued a 
Request for Proposal for Devel-
opment Of Course Material and 
Delivery of Inspection Training 
Services for the Licensed Dog 
and Cat Breeders Program.   
The RFP states all proposals 
submitted must assume that 
standards set forth in 9 C.F.R. 
Part 3, Subpart A (federal regu-
lations) form the basis for the 
development of course mate-
rial, protocols,  implementa-
tion of training, the creation 
of inspection checklists, and 
reporting requirements. In de-
veloping course material and 
delivering training services, 
proposers must describe the 
methodology for and be pre-
pared to manage all aspects of 
the statewide training program. 
In addition selected vendors 
must have the experience and 
ability to design, develop, im-
plement and provide curricula 
that meet current and future 
training needs of inspectors and 
investigators assigned to the 
breeder program. The 9-page 
RFP can be viewed at this link 
http://tinyurl.com/3jcatth  

The chosen third party ven-
dors will contract with TDLR 
to design every aspect of the 
newly created bureaucracy cre-
ated by HB 1451. This includes 
protocols for reporting animal 
cruelty; all course and study 
materials; provide training 
services and staff; guides for 
facility inspections; identify 


