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north central regions offer the 
highest population of birds 
based on the August roadside 
survey. The survey counted 
more pheasants in southwest, 
east central and south central 
than 2010, but the numbers 
were only marginally higher. 
 
“We estimate a harvest of 
150,000 to 200,000 birds this 
fall based on the August road-
side survey,” forecasts Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland research 
biologist for the Department 
of Natural Resources. “About 
30 percent of our harvest is in 
the first nine days of the season. 
That’s a lot of activity spread 
over those first two weekends.” 
 
Barring any rain or grain stor-
age issues, most of the remain-
ing crops should be out of the 
field by opening day which 
will concentrate the birds more, 
in areas of good cover and 
hunters who walk through 
those areas should see birds. 
  
“Concentrate on those core hab-
itat areas; the areas with excep-
tional habitat; a lot of our public 
land and those CRP fields, with 
good switchgrass and other 
native plantings,” suggests 
Bogenschutz.  “You get into 
the marginal areas; fence lines, 
streams, brome grass, the birds 
are not going to be plentiful.”   
The Iowa pheasant population 
has fallen to a new all-time 
low with a statewide average 
of 7 birds counted for each 
30 mile route driven, after 
a fifth winter in a row with 
above normal snowfall, fol-

lowed by a wet nesting season. 
   
This drop in pheasant numbers 
is not restricted to Iowa.  South 
Dakota pheasant population is 
down 46 percent; Minnesota 
was down 64 percent, North 
Dakota was down 36 percent 
and Nebraska counted 20 per-
cent fewer birds than last year.  
 
The 2011 pheasant hunting 
season runs from October 
29 through January 10, 2012.  
Shooting hours are 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  Daily bag limit is 
three rooster pheasants, with a 
possession limit of 12. 

MEDIA CONTACT: Todd 
Bogenschutz, Upland Wildlife 
Research Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.
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News from the Non-profits

LOUISIANA HAS 
RECORD WATERFOWL 

HARVEST
Abundant Harvest Empha-

sizes Importance of Louisiana 
to Waterfowl

 Waterfowl hunters har-
vested more than 2.7 million 
ducks in Louisiana during the 
2010-11 waterfowl season, more 
than any other state, according 
to the recently released annual 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Migratory Bird Hunting Activ-
ity and Harvest report.

“Conserving waterfowl 
habitats in Louisiana has long 
been one of Ducks Unlimited’s 
highest priorities,” Bob Dew, 
DU manager of conservation 
programs, said. “More ducks 
were harvested in Louisiana 
last season than in the entire 
Atlantic or Central Flyways! If 
that doesn’t convey the conti-
nental importance of Louisiana 
as wintering waterfowl habitat, 
I don’t know what does.”

Louisiana’s harvest accounts 
for 18 percent of the United 

States harvest. Arkansas had 
the second highest harvest with 
1.4 million ducks. Factoring in 
hunter numbers, Louisiana’s 
harvest equated to 30.6 ducks 
harvested per hunter for the 
season.

“That is a big increase in our 
hunter success from the year 
before,” Larry Reynolds, Loui-
siana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries Waterfowl Study 
Leader, said. “Last season pro-
vided some great duck hunting 
in Louisiana, and given the 
increased populations and wet-
land conditions on the breeding 
grounds, we are hoping for 
another excellent season.”

However, waterfowlers 
should remember there are a 
multitude of factors that influ-
ence migration patterns as well 
as individual hunting success. 
Weather patterns are often the 
greatest driving force for water-
fowl, and last winter’s weather 
patterns pushed waterfowl 
south with hard freezes and 
snow cover to the north. Local 
habitat conditions, particularly 
local rainfall patterns that influ-
ence habitat availability, also 
play a critical role in hunter 
success.

Last fall and winter there 
were significant efforts related 
to the Deepwater Horizon 
disaster to provide habitat for 
waterfowl and other migratory 
birds. The effort resulted in 

significant habitat in southwest 
Louisiana throughout fall and 
winter due to the Migratory 
Bird Habitat Initiative, while 
southeast Louisiana marshes 
were under the influence of a 
high river with open freshwater 
diversions.

“Ducks Unlimited’s partner-
ship with private landowners, 
the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
put about 80,000 acres of water 
on the ground in drought-
stricken southwest Louisiana 
in time for the fall flights,” 
Dew said. “And the freshwater 
pouring into southeast coastal 
marshes encouraged excellent 
submersed aquatic vegetation 
growth, an important food 
resource for waterfowl, in that 
portion of the state.”

Last year’s breeding popu-
lations were above long term 
averages for most species, so 
waterfowl production should 
have been very good. Add to 
that late fall and winter weather 
patterns that pushed  ducks 
south where they were greeted 
by locally excellent habitat 
conditions, and you have great 
harvest potential. Addition-
ally, USFWS data also suggest 
that Louisiana had an increase 
in hunter numbers last year – 
more than 9,000 more than the 
previous year – and an increase 
in hunter effort – more than 
130,000 more days afield – and 
the result is a near perfect com-
bination of factors leading to 
Louisiana’s record harvest.
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The coming waterfowl sea-
son is shaping up to be prom-
ising as well. The breeding 
ground population surveys and 
wetland pond counts showed 
great breeding pair numbers 
and habitat conditions. Flood-
ing along the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya rivers has pro-
vided significant freshwater 
inputs, and river levels remain 
high so stands of submersed 
aquatic vegetation attractive 
to ducks should be developing 
nicely. Also, most of the habi-
tat created through the MBHI 
program will be provided again 
for waterfowl in the rice prairie 
region.

“With the wet conditions 
on the breeding grounds, duck 
hunters should be excited about 
the upcoming season,” Dew 
said. “But some areas of Louisi-
ana are very dry and very salty, 
which will have an effect on 
habitat conditions locally. Keep 
your fingers crossed for some 
rain and cold fall and winter 
weather up north.”
DU adds to engineering 

staff in Iowa
Ducks Unlimited has hired 

engineer Rick Verchota to as-
sist with DU’s efforts in Iowa 
and surrounding states. DU’s 
conservation programs in Iowa 
have recently expanded to in-
clude a $9 million, multi-year 
partnership that includes re-
storing habitat through the Wet-
lands Reserve Program (WRP). 
Verchota has come on board to 
help meet that demand.

“I’m excited about joining 
the DU team and look forward 

to working with our partners 
in Iowa and the surrounding 
states to accomplish our wa-
terfowl habitat conservation 
goals,” Verchota said.

Verchota is stationed in Nora 
Springs and will be responsible 
for coordinating with the USDA 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, landowners and 
contractors to facilitate DU’s 
delivery of WRP acres. Verchota 
will oversee and manage on-
the-ground conservation proj-
ect implementation and add 
valuable in-state capacity and 
expertise to this program. He 
will also assist DU’s regional 
surveying, engineering and 
construction staff with other 
habitat projects.

Verchota is a registered pro-
fessional engineer with a civil 
engineering degree from Iowa 
State University. He recently 
retired from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation after 
holding various leadership 
positions during a successful 
24-year career. Verchota is also 
a long-time DU supporter and 
active volunteer.

“We welcome Rick to the 
Ducks Unlimited family, and 
we look forward to seeing him 
apply his skills to restoring 
wetlands and other waterfowl 
habitats in Iowa,” said Doug 
Lipetzky, DU senior regional 
engineer.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 

Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Ducks Unlimited 
Wisconsin chapter 

honored with wetlands 
award

Wetlands enthusiasts from 
around the state gathered re-
cently to recognize individu-
als and groups whose work 
advances the protection, resto-
ration, and enjoyment of Wis-
consin’s wetlands at Wisconsin 
Wetlands Association’s 2011 
Annual Membership Meeting 
and Wetlands Awards Cer-
emony. Ducks Unlimited’s 
Wisconsin chapter was honored 
among them.

The chapter received the 
Wetland Restoration Award for 
their work on wetland restora-
tion and enhancement projects 
throughout the state. Over the 
past 20 years, Ducks Unlimited 
has completed more than 1,800 
projects in Wisconsin, and re-
cently celebrated their 100,000th 
acre of habitat conserved in the 
state. Notable recent accom-
plishments include a 600-acre 
wetland enhancement project 
at Meadow Valley Wildlife 
Area and the Horicon Marsh 
Initiative, intended to raise 
$1.5 million for land protection, 
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restoration, and control of inva-
sive species. Becky Humphries, 
Director of Ducks Unlimited’s 
Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional 
Office, and Nels Swenson, Wis-
consin State Chair accepted the 
award. 

“We’re honored to be rec-
ognized by the Wisconsin Wet-
lands Association,” said Sw-
enson. “It’s exciting to accept 
this award on behalf of nearly 
36,000 Wisconsin DU members. 
Their passion for conserva-
tion is what brought us here 
tonight.” 

Last year volunteers from 
Wisconsin Ducks Unlimited 
raised more than $2 million 
through fundraisers taking 
place throughout the state. 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

$1.2 Million Coastal 
Restoration Project 

Dedicated to Louisiana 
Conservationists

Representatives of Ducks 
Unlimited and several partner 
organizations gathered today 
at Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife 
Management Area to celebrate 
the completion of a $1.2 mil-
lion coastal restoration project 
in southeast Louisiana and to 
dedicate it to Ron and Jackie 
Bartels of Schriever. More than 
100 people attended the dedica-
tion event.

“Ducks Unlimited is pleased 
to recognize the Bartels’ un-
yielding commitment to conser-
vation by dedicating the Grand 
Bayou Unit project to them,” 
said DU Executive Secretary 
Dan Thiel. “Pointe-aux-Chenes 
WMA is one of the most popu-
lar public lands for waterfowl 
hunting in the state, and it 
is only fitting that Ron’s and 
Jackie’s conservation legacy be 
tied to it.”

The Bartels’ are well-known 
in the conservation arena for 
their pursuit of an impres-
sive list of international game 
species as well as for their 
dedication to conservation or-
ganizations such as the Safari 
Club International and Ducks 
Unlimited. Ron has been an 
active DU volunteer for many 
years and currently serves as 
the Advisory Senior Vice Presi-
dent for Membership. 

“If you’re going to harvest 
game, you absolutely must give 
back to the resource,” says Ron, 

manager at Eagle Consulting, 
LLC and Facilities, Inc. 

He and Jackie have im-
pressed upon their children and 
grandchildren the importance 
of a strong conservation ethic. 
At last count, 35 members from 
four generations of the Bartels 
family are carrying forward 
a passion for conservation 
through active support and in-
volvement in organizations like 
Ducks Unlimited. “It makes 
me feel great that everybody is 
involved,” Jackie said. 

The Grand Bayou project 
restored hydrology on approxi-
mately 3,255 acres of coastal 
marsh habitat through the 
installation of water control 
structures and levee work. In 
addition to enhancing public 
hunting opportunities on one 
of the most popular areas in the 
state, the work enables LDWF 
managers to restore and main-
tain coastal marsh vegetation 
and salinity levels that support 
migratory waterfowl, shore-
bird and neo-tropical songbird 
populations, resident mottled 
ducks and myriad other marsh-
dwelling species. 

“This project is a premier 
example of Ducks Unlimited’s 
work to restore vital Gulf Coast 
marshes,” Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Secretary Robert Barham said. 
“The efforts of all partners in-
volved greatly assist Wildlife 
and Fisheries’ efforts to effi-
ciently and effectively manage 
the area for waterfowl and a 
wide variety of fish and other 
wildlife.”
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“Anytime we are able to 
advance coastal restoration 
projects and mesh them with 
increased opportunities for 
wildlife management, it’s 
a win-win situation. And 
this project accomplishes 
both objectives,” Lieuten-
ant Governor Jay Dardenne 
said.

The project,  led by 
Ducks Unlimited, is a co-
operative effort among 
17 partners, including the 
North American Wetlands 
Conservation Council, the 
LDWF, the Louisiana Coast-
al Protection and Restora-
tion Authority, the Louisi-
ana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Foundation, Abita Brewing 
Company, Irene W. & C.B. 
Pennington Foundation, 
TransCanada Corporation, 
ExxonMobil Foundation, 
Freeport-McMoRan Cop-
per & Gold Foundation, Go-
Devil Manufacturers of Louisi-
ana – Warren Coco, Safari Club 
International – Louisiana Chap-
ter, Trapp Cadillac-Chevrolet, 
Inc. – Heinke Trapp, Songy’s 
Sporting Goods – Barry Songy, 
Matthew Hagen, Dr. Ted Price, 
Pierre Olivier, and Bobby and 
Linda Burguieres.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 

by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

2011 Federal Duck Stamp 
Contest Winner Selected

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently announced 
Joseph Hautman of Plymouth, 
Minnesota, as the winner of 
the 2011 Federal Duck Stamp 
Contest. This marks the fourth 
time he has won the Federal 
Duck Stamp Contest. “I was 
surprised and excited to win,” 
Hautman said. His artwork, 
an acrylic painting of a sin-

gle wood duck, will be 
made into the 2012-2013 
Federal Duck Stamp, 
which will go on sale 
in July 2012. Hautman, 
who first began par-
ticipating in the Federal 
Duck Stamp Competi-
tion in 1989, said win-
ning the competition 
was an honor because 
“the duck stamp has al-
ways meant something 
very special to me.”

Also excited to see Jo-
seph selected as the 2011 
Federal Duck Stamp 
Contest winner was his 
brother, Jim Hautman, 
who won last year ’s 
competition. “I am glad 
he won; I can’t say I’m 
surprised,” said Jim, 
who added that Joseph 
“displayed great execu-
tion in his artwork.”

This year ’s contest took 
place at the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service’s National Conser-
vation Training Center in Shep-
herdstown, West Virginia. Over 
the course of two days, a panel 
of judges, which included DU 
CEO and former USFWS Direc-
tor Dale Hall, considered 190 
entries. After the winner was 
announced, Hall noted how 
honored he was to be a part of 
this year’s contest.  “This year’s 
entries featured artwork from a 
very talented group of artists, 
making it especially hard to 
select a winner,” said Hall. “The 
federal duck stamp will be well 
served by this year’s winner.”
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For more than 77 years, the 
federal duck stamp has been 
conserving prime waterfowl 
habitat while also expanding 
hunting opportunities and 
land access across the country.  
While the stamp has helped to 
conserve over 5.3 million acres 
of waterfowl habitat, its buying 
power has been diminished 
over the years. The cost of the 
stamp has not increased since 
1991, marking the longest pe-
riod in the program’s history 
without a price increase.

“Simply put, $15 is not what 
it used to be,” said Hall. Ducks 
Unlimited supports efforts 
to ensure that the investment 
waterfowl hunters have made 
to protect waterfowl habitat 
over the years is sustained 
into the future. And it is up to 
duck hunters and all who enjoy 
wetlands and waterfowl to con-
tinue the conservation legacy 
of the federal duck stamp. “For 
these reasons, Ducks Unlim-
ited supports legislation that 
would immediately increase 
the price of the stamp from $15 
to $25, which would allow the 
program’s revenues to keep 
pace with inflation,” explained 
Hall.

To call attention to this issue, 
Ducks Unlimited is asking duck 
hunters and other waterfowl 
enthusiasts to “double up for 
the ducks” by purchasing two 
federal duck stamps this year. 
The purpose of the campaign 
is to show that hunters support 
the program and are willing to 
pay more for the duck stamp 
in order to conserve waterfowl 
habitat.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org, for more 
information.

Six NAWCA projects 
approved in Great Plains 

Region
The Migratory Bird Conser-

vation Council has approved six 
conservation projects that will 
positively impact waterfowl 
habitat in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Montana. If funded 
and completed, these projects 
will conserve more than 47,000 
acres. Dollars for these projects 
will come from North Ameri-
can Wetland Conservation Act 
grants and matching funds pro-
vided by non-federal partners. 

The approved NAWCA 
projects focus on techniques to 
target priority waterfowl habi-
tats for conservation, protect-
ing habitat, restoring wetlands 
and associated grasslands and 
development of sustainable 
grazing systems. 

“Whether these projects are 
a go depends on how much 

money comes through the 
door,” DU Manager of Con-
servation Programs Randy 
Renner said. “We need to wait 
until Congress finalizes the 
federal appropriations, then 
we will know how much fund-
ing NAWCA will receive and 
which projects will be funded. 
It is likely that several projects 
will go unfunded, and we will 
have lost a great conservation 
opportunity.” 

The MBCC ranked each of 
the 21 NAWCA project pro-
posals and those ranked lower 
on the list are less likely to get 
funded if appropriations are 
limited. One of the projects 
in Montana is ranked second, 
while two South Dakota proj-
ects are ranked 18 and 19. 

A recent message from the 
MBCC to grantees said grant 
agreement processing would 
be delayed “due to the uncer-
tainty concerning the appropri-
ated FY 2012 funding level for 
NAWCA.” 

The strength of NAWCA 
lies in the matching funds 
that come from non-federal 
partners. NAWCA is a good 
investment of federal dollars. 
The six Great Plains region 
projects have tremendous sup-
port from partners who have 
provided more than $7.9 mil-
lion in matching funds to the 
$6 million federal investment. 
NAWCA is a cost-effective, bi-
partisan, match-based program 
that on average raises 3.2 non-
federal dollars for every federal 
dollar invested.
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While NAWCA is a strongly 
supported and highly effective 
program, it is currently facing 
deep budget cuts in Congress 
for the 2012 fiscal year. The 
House has proposed to cut 
NAWCA funding by up to $17.5 
million from its FY 2011 level. A 
funding cut of this proportion 
could seriously jeopardize the 
program’s ability to conserve 
prime waterfowl habitat. 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Ducks Unlimited 
concerned about drought 

impacts to waterfowl, 
rice

River authorities through-
out the state, including the 
Lower Colorado River Author-
ity (LCRA), are struggling to 
balance the limited supply of 
water with the needs of various 
user groups, including agricul-
tural, municipal, industrial, and 
wildlife management interests. 
Ducks Unlimited is working 
to ensure decision makers and 
others understand the far-
reaching impacts of restricting 

water available for managing 
wetland habitat and rice pro-
duction.

In late August, the LCRA 
announced that they would not 
be able to provide “supplemen-
tal” water to flood waterfowl 
management units this year. 
This decision has far greater im-
pact than what may be seen on 
the surface as simply limiting 
local hunting opportunities.

“It is not simply a matter of 
local waterfowlers not having 
a place to hunt, though that, 
too, is a very important aspect 
of this drought crisis because 
that translates into significant 
economic impacts,” DU Man-
ager of Conservation Programs 
for Texas Todd Merendino said. 
“The larger critical aspect is 
that in past winters nearly two 
million waterfowl and millions 
of other migratory birds and 
wildlife depended on man-
aged wetlands in the Texas 
Mid-Coast region for habitat 
and food resources.  These 
coastal prairie habitats are part 
of one of the most important 
wintering areas for waterfowl 
in North America.”

This abundant wildlife pro-
duces economic benefits by 
bringing in hunters, anglers 
and bird watchers who spend 
money on equipment, lodging 
and food. In fact, according to 
a 2007 report, Texas leads the 
pack nationally with the most 
hunters and anglers (2.6 mil-
lion), the most money spent by 
sportsmen and women ($6.6 
billion), and the most jobs sup-
ported (106,000) and tax rev-

enue generated ($1.3 billion) by 
outdoor recreation in the state.

Add to that loss of revenue 
the likelihood that rice pro-
ducers will have limited or no 
irrigation water, and the Texas 
coast is facing serious economic 
difficulties brought on by this 
drought. In late September the 
LCRA gave notice that condi-
tions had deteriorated to the 
point that they will reduce or 
eliminate the availability of wa-
ter to rice growers unless condi-
tions improved significantly by 
March 2012.

The LCRA provides water 
for about 60,000 acres of rice, 
approximately one-third of the 
entire Texas acreage. The loss of 
rice would be a substantial eco-
nomic blow to the many farm-
ers, communities, and service 
industries that have a nearly 
100-year history with rice agri-
culture and further exacerbate 
waterfowl habitat shortfalls 
along the Gulf Coast.

“With the widespread loss 
of freshwater prairie wetlands 
and coastal marshes, flooded 
rice fields provide critical rest-
ing and feeding habitat for wa-
terfowl along the Gulf Coast.” 
Merendino said. “Of the two 
million waterfowl that may 
winter in the region annually, 
historical surveys and other 
data suggest that fully 75 per-
cent of the dabbling ducks and 
90 percent of the geese winter-
ing in the region may depend 
on rice agricultural habitats.”

The loss of that habitat 
would impact waterfowl abun-
dance and distribution along 
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the Texas coast and may also 
impact their ability to return 
to northern breeding grounds 
in a condition for optimum re-
production and survival. Those 
effects make the local drought 
a continental problem.

“Hard decisions have al-
ready been made, and more dif-
ficult ones are likely to come,” 
Merendino said. “This is going 
to be a long term issue and it 
is vital that decision makers 
realize the far-reaching impacts 
of water restrictions on agri-
culture, waterfowl and other 
wildlife.  DU is working to 
ensure that rice production and 
wildlife habitat interests are 
fully understood by all parties. 
DU volunteers and staff have 
met with LCRA to discuss the 
situation and to seek long-term 
solutions, understanding that 
none of them will come quickly 
or cheaply.”

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

DU touts benefits of 
proposed habitat project 

in Minnesota
Today, Ducks Unlimited 

Director of Public Policy Barton 
James testified in support of a 
Minnesota project that aims to 
enhance 5,000 acres of habitat 
and expand sportsmen’s access. 
After James highlighted to the 
Civil Works Review Board the 
positive impact that enhanc-
ing Marsh Lake will have on 
waterfowl populations, sports-
men and the local economy, the 
project was approved and will 
now advance to the next stage 
of the review process. 

“In Minnesota alone, over 
1 million hunters and anglers 
spend about $3.4 billion annu-
ally pursuing their outdoor in-
terests and support 55,000 jobs 
within the state,” James said. “It 
is important that Congress sup-
port conservation projects such 
as the Marsh Lake enhance-
ment that conserve habitat and 
provide positive benefits to 
waterfowl, sportsmen and local 
businesses.” 

Marsh Lake is a 5,000-acre 
shallow lake near Appleton, 
Minn. that has a history of 
heavy use by waterfowl and 
waterfowl hunters. The U.S. 
Corps of Engineers and Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources propose to improve 
water management capabil-
ity for Marsh Lake through an 
Ecosystem Restoration Project. 
The project would improve 
the Minnesota DNR’s ability 
to enhance the lake’s ecology 
by renovating a dam struc-

ture and restoring the original 
Pomme de Terre River channel 
to enter the Minnesota River 
downstream of Marsh Lake, as 
it once did naturally. The lake 
lies within the Lac Qui Parle 
Wildlife Area, which the Min-
nesota DNR manages. 

“Shallow lakes are critical 
waterfowl, birding and wildlife 
habitat,” said Tom Landwehr, 
commissioner of the Minne-
sota Department of Natural Re-
sources. “The ability to manage 
water levels to adapt to chang-
ing conditions, and restoration 
of the original river channel will 
significantly enhance and ex-
pand recreational opportunities 
in and around Marsh Lake and 
the Pomme de Terre River.”  

Increased inflows in recent 
years of water, nutrients and 
invasive fish, such as common 
carp, have degraded the lake. 
The new structure will allow 
the Minnesota DNR to lower 
lake water levels periodically 
to allow natural fish winterkill 
to reduce carp abundance, im-
prove water clarity and allow 
aquatic plants to expand. 

“The water quality and 
habitat in Marsh Lake are now 
severely degraded, and the 
lake is almost devoid of aquatic 
plants, ducks, and the hunters 
who follow them,” said Ryan 
Heiniger, DU director of con-
servation programs for Minne-
sota. “This partnership project 
between the Corps and DNR 
will bring the lake back to life, 
and we applaud them.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
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Calling All Bird Dogs for 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever’s National Bird Dog 
Classic for Habitat

Bird Hunters United 
sanctioned field trial to 
be held in Higginsville, 

Mo. on Saturday, 
February 4, 2012

Calling all bird dogs and 
their owners! Pheasants For-
ever and Quail Forever will be 
hosting the National Bird Dog 
Classic for Habitat on Saturday, 
February 4 at K & L Kennels in 
Higginsville, Missouri. The goal 

nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org, for more 
information.

of this trial is to raise awareness 
for National Pheasant Fest & 
Quail Classic, taking place this 
February 17, 18 & 19, 2012 in 
Kansas City, and to raise funds 
for Pheasants Forever’s wildlife 
habitat mission.

“We are very excited for this 
event to be taking place in con-
currence with National Pheas-
ant Fest & Quail Classic,” says 
Ed Holland, Pheasants Forever 
& Quail Forever National Board 
Member and event organizer, 
“Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever do more for upland 
conservation than any other 
organization, and I am thrilled 
to lead an event that combines 
my love of bird dogs with the 
organization’s habitat efforts.” 
Proceeds from the National 
Bird Dog Classic for Habitat 
will be donated to Pheasants 
Forever in an effort to improve 
wildlife habitat and carry on 
the nation’s upland hunting 
tradition.

The Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever National Bird 
Dog Classic for Habitat is a 
Bird Hunters United sanctioned 
event, and will include Open 
Pointing, Open Flushing, Dou-
bles, Hunter, and Youth divi-
sions. Each dog and their han-
dler will have a chance to test 
their skills in the Bird Hunters 
United trialing format; a timed 
course in which a 3 bird set, 
consisting of quail, are placed 
prior to the competitors enter-
ing the field. Once released, the 
dog and its handler compete 
against the other competitors’ 
times. Trials will begin prompt-
ly at 8am and last until 5pm.

Winners of the Youth, Hunt-
er, Open Pointing and Open 
Flushing divisions will win a 
new shotgun and dinner admis-
sion to the National Pheasant 
Fest & Quail Classic Banquet 
taking place Friday, February 
17, where the shotguns and 
trophies will be presented in 
front of a crowd of guests. Win-
ners of the Doubles division 
will win admission to attend 
the banquet as well as other 
exceptional prizes.

The event is expected to 
draw over 140 participants. 
Entry fee is $125 for the Open 
and Hunter division, $150 for 
Doubles, and $75 for Youth. The 
entry fee will include one three-
bird run, one Quail Forever An-
nual Membership, a weekend 
pass to National Pheasant Fest 
& Quail Classic in Kansas City 
on February 17, 18, & 19, 2012, 
along with one banquet ticket 
for the Friday night awards 
banquet. Registration applica-
tions are available online here.

Also involved are the War-
rensburg Missouri Boy Scouts, 
whom will be selling lunches 
to the public for six dollars 
in an effort to raise funds for 
their troop. Volunteers will 
also receive a weekend pass to 
National Pheasant Fest & Quail 
Classic, plus lunch provided by 
the Boy Scouts.

If you would like to vol-
unteer, there will be a meeting 
held in the Kansas City area at 
6pm on Thursday, January 12, 
2012. Visit K&L Kennels for di-
rections to the trialing grounds. 
For more information regard-
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ing sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Jordan Mar-
tincich, Pheasants Forever ’s 
Eastern Kansas Regional Rep-
resentative, at (785) 242-3175 / 
Email Jordan. For information 
regarding event details, please 
contact Elsa Gallagher, Quail 
Forever ’s Regional Wildlife 
Biologist for Missouri, at (573) 
680-7115 / Email Elsa.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 
Pheasants Forever Adds 
Three Farm Bill Wildlife 

Biologist Positions in 
Texas

Addition of biologists rep-
resents key component of the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Initia-
tive

Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever announce three 
new Farm Bill Wildlife Biolo-
gists have been hired in Texas, 
representing the first Farm Bill 
Wildlife Biologists in the Lone 
Star State. These new biologists 
will work with area landown-

ers and farmers to implement 
wildlife habitat conservation 
measures aimed at increasing 
lesser prairie chicken, pheas-
ant, quail and other wildlife 
populations.

The biologist positions are a 
result of a partnership between 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, Playa Lakes Joint 
Venture and other conserva-
tion organizations, with the 
intention of increasing wildlife 
and conservation awareness 
in the Texas Panhandle. The 
partnership was built on the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Initia-
tive (LPCI), which is a key 
component of the NRCS Stra-
tegic Watershed Action Teams’ 
(SWAT) effort. In Texas, the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Initiative 
and the Strategic Watershed Ac-
tion Teams will help individual 
agricultural producers plan and 
implement conservation prac-
tices needed to address natural 
resource concerns.

Joshua Grace will be located 
in Canyon, Texas and will be 
providing conservation ser-
vices in conjunction with NRCS 
Field offices in Randall, Deaf 
Smith, Bailey, Lamb, Swisher, 
Parmer and Castro counties. 
Grace received his BS in Wild-
life and Fisheries from Texas 
A&M and his MS in Wildlife 
Ecology from Louisiana State 
where he studied plant com-
munities, small mammals and 
white-tailed deer. He is from 
Gatesville, Texas where he grew 
up in a farm and ranch environ-

ment. Grace can be reached at 
jgrace@pheasantsforever.org.

Curtis Greene will be locat-
ed in Pampa, Texas and will be 
providing conservation services 
in conjunction with NRCS Field 
offices in Gray, Donley, Wheel-
er, Collingsworth, Hemphill, 
Roberts, Lipscomb and Ochil-
tree counties. Greene received 
his BS in Forestry and Wildlife 
Management from Stephen F. 
Austin State University. He is 
in the final stages of his MS in 
Range and Wildlife Manage-
ment at Sul Ross State Univer-
sity where he has been studying 
Montezuma quail. Greene hails 
from Sanford, Texas where his 
family owns land. Greene can 
be reached at cgreene@pheas-
antsforever.org.

Vicki Sybert will be located 
in Brownfield, Texas and will 
be providing conservation ser-
vices in conjunction with NRCS 
Field offices in Terry, Cochran, 
Gaines, Yoakum, Andrews, 
Martin, Hockley and Dawson 
counties. Sybert received her 
BS in Microbiology and MS in 
Wildlife Biology from Texas 
State University-San Marcos. 
She also completed course 
work toward her Ed.D. from 
Texas Tech in curriculum and 
instruction for Science Educa-
tion. She has a worked exten-
sively for Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department and has served 
in many capacities in working 
with lesser prairie chickens. Sy-
bert can be reached at vsybert@
pheasantsforever.org.

“We are honored to be a 
part of the conservation initia-


