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Reaching 60
   
 Someone had to tell me, so I’m 
reminding you because, don’t 
laugh.....it is all true....about the 
perks of reaching 60 or being over 
70 and heading towards 80!

    01. Kidnappers are not very 
interested in you.

    02. In a hostage situation you are 
likely to be released first. 

    03. No one expects you to run-
-anywhere.

    04. People call at 9 pm and 
ask,”did I wake you?”

    05. People no longer view you 
as a hypochondriac.

    06. There is nothing left to learn 
the hard way.

    07. Things you buy now won’t 
wear out.

    08. You can eat supper at   4 
pm. 

    09. You can live without sex but 
not your glasses.

    10. You get into heated argu-
ments about pension plans.

    11. You no longer think of speed 
limits as a challenge.

    12. You quit trying to hold your 
stomach in no matter who walks 
into the room. 

    13. You sing along with elevator 
music.

    14.  Your eyes won’t get much 
worse.

    15. Your investment in health 
insurance is finally beginning to 
pay off.

    16. Your joints are more accurate 
meteorologists than the national 
weather service.

    17. Your secrets are safe with 
your friends because they can’t 
remember them either.

    18. Your supply of brain cells is 
finally down to manageable size. 

    19. You can’t remember who 
sent you this list.

    20.  And you notice these are 
all in Big Print for your conve-
nience.

    Forward this to every one you 
can remember right now!

    Never, under any circumstances, 
take a sleeping pill and a laxative 
on the same night.
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Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

In honor of November Se-
nior Pet Month, we’d like to 
recommend some helpful tips 
on housetraining an adult dog.  
The saying ‘you can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks’ simply 
isn’t true if you have patience 
and the right products to assist 
you. 

An adult dog might revert 
to soiling in the house or has 
never been properly trained. 
For those older pets that re-
lapse, make sure to check with 
your vet that the cause may not 
be medical or hormonal. If this 
is not the case, then it may be 
behavioral.

To begin, observe your dog 
carefully in an attempt to es-
tablish a pattern to his or her 
behavior, check when and 
where accidents happen. Older 
dogs may have accidents when 
they’re upset, this is due to 
anxiety such as being alone for 
long periods of time during 
the day or loosing attention to 
another member of the family 
(child, new pet). Some dogs 
learn to sneak a quick pee or 
poop, when you’re not looking. 
If he eliminates in the right spot 
while you’re at home but not 
when he’s out of your sight, 

try keeping track of his where-
abouts on a regular basis.

Do not make a fuss if you 
find an accident in the house, 
clean it up properly with prod-
ucts such as OUT! Stain and 
Odor Remover to prevent your 
dog from marking his territory 
and heading back to soil there 
again. If and when you find him 
doing it on the wrong spot, let 

him know in a direct and strong 
tone of voice.

Do not yell or physically 
punish your dog.

Make sure to give him a 
yummy treat when he does it 
right!

www.outinternational.com

Contact Jamie@theimpe-
tusagency.com for additional 
information, media samples, 
hi-res images or interviews.

 

How to Housetrain an Adult 
Dog

Housetraining
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Christmas is a special time 
in our family. We celebrate the 
event in a truly traditional man-
ner, meaning that we have a real 
Christmas tree, decorations both 
inside and out, wild game birds 
for dinner and attend church 
on Christmas Eve. Family and 
friends gather to partake in the 
merriment, which usually lasts 
for two or three days.

Preparations start the first 
week in December with the 
search for the perfect tree. We as 
a family travel to the local tree 
farm to harvest our own Pine 
tree. The dogs are always a part 
of this adventure. They run freely 
about and never completely 
comprehend the task at hand. 
My rule with my children is find 
the best tree that you like, but in 
the end make sure that Mom has 
the final choice’

Once home we all participate 
in decorating the tree. Our Eng-
lish Springer Spaniels have all 
acted differently as the lights and 
balls are added to the tree. Since 
the mid 1970’s we have owned 
eight Springers. Some have been 
reckless, wanting to attack the 
tree and try to dislodge the orna-
ments. Others have been submis-
sive, yet some have been scared 
and ran in the other part of the 
house. In each case we worked 
with them diligently to overcome 

their anxieties. We wanted them 
to be to be part of the holiday 
experience, especially since they 
lived with us in our home.

During the planning of the 
Christmas celebration, I will 
sometimes-think back at all the 
gifts that the dogs have literally 
brought to the table. Each dog 
through the years has contrib-
uted to the hunting harvest.

Prior to the holiday season 
there are two specific occasions 
that flash out from the hollows of 
my mind. The first was during an 
early December hunt for pheas-
ants in Iowa. My hunting partner 
and I had spent most of the day 
in a snowstorm It was late in the 
afternoon and the visibility was 
dismal .Tan my short legged pal 
was nearly spent. We had nary a 
bird when she disappeared into 
a snowdrift along a fence line. As 
it turned out it was a tunnel that 
extended for more than thirty 
yards. Roosters came out in all 
directions and in short order we 
had five birds on the ground.

The other instance was the 
day Brandy tracked down her 
first goose. The goose hit the 
ground running after being shot. 
I released Brandy from the goose 
blind in an open field and the 
chase was on. By the time I got 
close to where I had last seen 

the bird it had disappeared. It 
was hiding in the plowed field 
furrals. Brandy grabbed it out 
of mid air as it tried to lift off the 
ground.

By the time Christmas arrives 
the dogs usually have many 
miles worn on their feet from 
thrashing through the brush. The 
hair around their eyes is nearly 
gone, the whiskers on the face 
are short and their pads are hard 
as stone. Scrapes and bruises are 
evident on their stomach. It’s 
time for a rest.

When the baking of bread 
and cookies starts the dog are 
consumed by the smells and 
rush into the kitchen in search 
of any crumbs that have reached 
the floor. Later the presents are 
placed under the tree and the 
dogs check to see if there might 
be something for them. We al-
ways wrap a box of dog bones 
with one on the outside and add 
that to the assembled gifts at the 
last moment. They get to open 
theirs first.

I believe that the real joys of 
having a dog is to have them in 
the house whenever possible. 
Dogs do the most unusual things 
and watching them is sheer en-
joyment. Leaving them outside 
all the time is missing out on a 
large part of their lives.

This holiday season bring 
them in out of the cold and treat 
them with the Christmas Spirit 
for a job well done in the field ... 
they deserve it.

Loyde Childs, Marshall, 
Wisconsin

A Christmas Story

“ SANTA CLAWS “ IS FOR 
DOGS TOO 

By Loyde Childs
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PEOPLE ASK  WHY?   

Why Carry a Gun? 

My old grandpa said to 
me ‘Son, there comes a time in 
every man’s life when he stops 
bustin’ knuckles and starts bus-
tin’ caps and usually it’s when 
he becomes too old to take a 
whoopin.’

I don’t carry a gun to kill 
people. I carry a gun to keep 
from being killed.

I  don’t carry a gun to scare 
people. I carry a gun because 
sometimes this world can be a 
scary place.

I  don’t carry a gun because 
I’m paranoid. I carry a gun be-
cause there are real threats in 
the world. 

I don’t carry a gun because 
I’m evil. I carry a gun  because 
I have lived long enough to see 
the evil in the world. 

I don’t carry a gun because 
I hate the government. I carry 
a gun because I understand the 
limitations of government. 

I don’t carry a gun because 
I’m angry. I carry a gun so that 
I don’t have to spend the rest of 
my life hating myself for failing 
to be prepared. 

I don’t carry a gun because I 
want to shoot someone. I carry 
a gun because I want to die at 
a ripe old age in my bed, and 
not on a sidewalk somewhere 
tomorrow afternoon. 

I don’t carry a gun because 
I’m a cowboy. I carry a gun 
because, when I die and go to 
heaven, I want to be a  cow-
boy.   

I don’t carry a gun to make 
me feel like a man. I carry a gun 
because men know how to take 
care of themselves and the ones 
they love.   

I don’t carry a gun because 
I feel inadequate. I carry a gun 
because unarmed and facing 
three armed thugs, I am inad-
equate. 

I don’t carry a gun because 
I love it. I carry a gun because 
I love life and the people who 
make it meaningful to me. 

Police protection is an oxy-
moron.  Free citizens must pro-
tect themselves. 

Police do not protect you 
from crime, they usually just 
investigate the crime after it 
happens and then call someone 
in to clean up the mess. 

Personally, I carry a gun 
because I’m too young to die 

and too old to take an ass 
whoopin’.....author unknown 
(but obviously brilliant) 
**************************

********************
A LITTLE GUN HISTORY

In 1929, the Soviet Union 
established gun control. From 
1929 to 1953, about 20 million 
dissidents, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up 
and exterminated.

  ------------------------------

In 1911, Turkey established 
gun control. From 1915 to 1917, 
1.5 million Armenians, unable 
to defend themselves, were 
rounded up and exterminat-
ed.

  ------------------------------

Germany  established gun 
control in 1938 and from 1939 to 
1945, a total of 13 million Jews 
and others who were unable to 
defend themselves were round-
ed up and exterminated.

  ------------------------------

China  established gun con-
trol in 1935. From 1948 to 1952, 
20 million political dissidents, 
unable to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and extermi-
nated.

  ------------------------------

Guatemala established gun 
control in 1964. From 1964 to 
1981, 100,000 Mayan Indians, 
unable to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and extermi-
nated.

  ---- ------------- -------------

Gun Control

Why Grandpa Carries A Gun
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Uganda established gun 
control in 1970. From 1971 to 
1979, 300,000 Christians, un-
able to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and extermi-
nated.

  ------------------------------

During WW II the Japanese 
decided not to invade America 
because they knew most Ameri-
cans were ARMED!

If you value your freedom, 
please spread this anti gun-
control message to all of your 
friends.

The purpose of fighting is 
to win. 

There is no possible victory 
in defense. 

The sword is more impor-
tant than the shield, and skill is 
more important than either. 

The final weapon is the 
brain. 

All else is supplemental. 

SWITZERLAND ISSUES 
E V E RY H O U S E H O L D  A 
GUN! 

SWITZERLAND’S GOV-
ERNMENT TRAINS EVERY 
ADULT THEY ISSUE A RI-
FLE. 

SWITZERLAND HAS THE 
LOWEST GUN RELATED 
CRIME RATE OF ANY CIVI-
LIZED COUNTRY IN THE 
WORLD!!!

IT’S A NO BRAINER! 

DON’T LET OUR GOV-
ERNMENT WASTE MILLIONS 
OF OUR TAX DOLLARS IN 
AN EFFORT TO MAKE ALL 
LAW ABIDING CITIZENS AN 
EASY TARGET. 

I’m a firm believer in the 
2nd Amendment! 

If you are too, please for-
ward. 

Cambodia established gun 
control in 1956. From 1975 to 
1977, one million educated 
people, unable to defend them-
selves, were rounded up and 
exterminated.

  -----------------------------

Defenseless people rounded 
up and exterminated in the 20th 
Century because of gun control: 
56 million.  

------------------------------

You won’t see this data on 
the US evening news, or hear 
politicians disseminating this 
information.

Guns in the hands of honest 
citizens save lives and prop-
erty and, yes, gun-control laws 
adversely affect only the law-
abiding citizens.

Take note my fellow Ameri-
cans, before it’s too late!

The next time someone talks 
in favor of gun control, please 
remind them of this history 
lesson.

With guns, we are ‘citi-
zens’.  Without them, we are 
‘subjects’.
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Pheasants may seem  
elusive and mysteri 
ous to some hunters, 

but they are creatures of habit 
and follow a regular routine. 
Understanding how their daily 
patterns work, will dramatically 
increase your odds of flushing 
roosters this fall, according to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

Just after sunrise, pheas-
ants leave their roosting cover. 
This is the short to medium 
grass where they have spent 
the night. As they move from 
roosting cover, you will see 
pheasants on roadsides, pick-
ing gravel or grit, before they 
move into crop fields to start 
feeding. When season opens 
at 9 a.m., the birds have just 
about finished breakfast and 
might be seen working their 
way through the grassy fringes 
of fields looking for a safe place 
to spend the day.

By mid-to late-morning, 
pheasants have settled into 
thick, dense cover such as 
standing corn, brush patches, 
native grass or wetlands. This 
is known as loafing cover. 
Strong winds, precipitation, 
cold weather or heavy hunting 
pressure will drive the birds 
into thicker loafing cover.

Pheasants are hungry again 
by late afternoon and will move 
from loafing areas back into 
crop fields. They will feed until 
just before sunset, when they 
head back to roosting cover for 
the night.

Hunting tips:
• Be ready to hunt at 9 

a.m., and take advantage of 
pheasants on the move. Hunt 
line fences, the edges of picked 
cornfields, field access roads 
and other edge cover.

• The last hour of the day 
is known to hunters as the 
“golden hour.” This is when 
pheasants are moving from 
crop fields into roosting cover 
and can make for great hunting. 
Don’t miss it.

• Be quiet! Talk softly and 
don’t slam doors. Pheasants 
rely heavily on hearing to detect 
danger and may split before you 
see them. They get jumpier as 
the season progresses.

• Hunt slowly and work in 
a zigzag pattern. Many hunters 
speed right past wily roosters. 
Stopping occasionally will 
make even the smartest rooster 
nervous and force a flush.

• Hunt the backsides of 
properties, away from road-
ways. Hunt habitat across 

creeks and drainage ditches. 
Most hunters won’t make the 
effort to reach these challenging 
areas that will often produce 
pheasants.

• Remember that pheasants 
are edge birds. Look for places 
where one type of habitat tran-
sitions into another: crops, 
grass, brush, cattails, ditches 
and fence lines.

• Only hunt row crops if you 
have posters or standers at the 
end. Without them, pheasants 
will run down the rows and 
flush early. Always know where 
other hunters are located.

• Don’t hunt standing corn 
on windy days. The rustling 
leaves will keep you from hear-
ing the birds flush and it will be 
more difficult to keep track of 
dogs or other hunters.

• Look for grassy patches 
in picked corn fields. These 
can be real “honey holes” for 
pheasants.

• Hunt the weeks after 
Thanksgiving. You will have 
very little competition from 
other hunters and birds will be 
more congregated than early in 
the season. Look for some great 
hunting.

• If you shoot a pheasant, 
immediately mark where it 
landed and move to that spot. 
Grass and brush can make 
downed birds difficult to find.

• Most of all, be aware of 
dogs and other hunters, be 
safe and follow hunting regu-
lations.

DNR offers pheasant hunting tips
By Scott W. Roemhildt, DNR information officer

Pheasants
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Iowa pheasant hunters  
harvested more than  
one million birds annu-

ally 33 times since 1962. Since 
2000, that’s happened only 
twice. In the upcoming season, 
the projected harvest of 150,000 
to 200,000 is expected to set an-
other record low.  With its title 
of Pheasant Capital of North 
America gone for more than a 
decade, Iowa seems destined to 
be an afterthought in pheasant 
hunting circles. 

 
How has the once grand tradi-
tion of hundreds of thousands 
of hunters heading to the Iowa 
countryside each autumn be-
come nearly nonexistent? 

 
P h e a s a n t s  A r -
r i v e ,  T h r i v e  i n  I o w a 
Wild pheasants were brought 
over from China by Owen Den-
ny in 1882 to establish a popu-
lation in Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley.  That initial stocking and 
other imports from China are 
the sources for current day ring-
necks across the U.S.  Iowa’s 
wild population came through 
an accidental release of the Or-
egon birds’ descendants.  

 
An early 1900s wind storm 
turned loose 2,000 wild pheas-
ants from William Benton’s 
Cedar Falls game farm to Io-
wa’s patchwork of small grain, 
hay and corn fields and pas-
tures. They thrived, eventu-
ally prompting crop damage 
complaints.  

 
By 1913, the Iowa Conservation 
Commission, the forerunner of 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources, was stocking hatchery 
raised pheasants’ anticipating 
creation a hunting season. Re-
sults, though, were mixed. 

 
In 1924-25, the Commission 
began to trap and relocate wild 
birds and eggs to southern 
Iowa. 

 
Iowa’s first pheasant season 
was October 20-22, 1925 in Ko-
ssuth, Humboldt, Winnebago, 
Hancock, Wright, Cerro Gordo, 
Franklin, Mitchell, Floyd, But-
ler, Grundy, Black Hawk and 
Bremer counties. The season 
opened one-half hour before 
sunrise and ended at noon with 
a bag limit of three cocks.  

 
“It appears that the first coun-
ties opened to pheasant hunt-
ing were also those where 
complaints of pheasants caused 
crop damage were common,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife biologist for the Iowa 
DNR. 

 
In 1932, state game farms closed, 
but reopened in 1938 after sev-
eral poor weather years. Better 
weather in the ‘40s helped bird 
populations recover.  By 1945, 
most of northern Iowa was 
open to hunting. Through the 
1940s and ’50s, it became appar-
ent that pen-raised pheasants 
were not contributing to wild 
bird numbers. Yet, by 1965, 
pheasant hunters spread across 
Iowa, save for a few southeast-
ern counties. 

 
Populations Ebb and Flow 
Northwest, north-central and 
central Iowa held the most 
pheasants through the 1950s. 
However, since the 1960s, 
changes in agriculture led to a 
decline in pheasant numbers. 
By the early 1970s, southern 
Iowa had become the premier 
pheasant range. The last state 
game farm was closed in 1973 
and entire state was opened to 
hunting in 1976.

 
Pheasant populations in the 
northern and central regions 
rebounded with establishment 
of the federal Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) between 
1985 and 1996. Counts rose in 
the southern counties, initially, 

Pheasants in Iowa

History of Pheasants in Iowa



27
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

December 2011/November  2011                      We average over a million hits a month on the net.                            www.Bdarn.com

but have declined steadily since 
1992. 

 
Even in its heyday, with hunt-
ers consistently harvesting 
more than 1 million roosters 
annually, clouds hung over 
Iowa’s pheasant population.    
Since 1962, populations and 
brood size have declined.  
Changes in farming practices 
greatly reduced grassy field cor-
ners and fence rows.  Advances 
in seed genetics nearly elimi-
nate weeds and allow crops 
to be planted closer together.   
But weather is THE major factor 
influencing pheasant numbers.   
Cold, snowy winters reduce 
marginal habitat and concen-
trate pheasants and preda-
tors.  By spring, much nest-
ing habitat is reduced to road 
ditches, terraces and grassed 
water ways, where spring rains 
flood nests and drown chicks.  
“The bottom line is weather 
trumps all when it comes to hen 
survival and nesting success,” 
said Bogenschutz.  “Tell me the 
amount of snowfall, the amount 
of rain and the temperature in 
the spring, and I can tell you 
if pheasant counts will be up 
or down that summer. The 
weather models are that accu-
rate.  We are now in a weather 
pattern of five consecutive 
winters with heavy snow and 
springs with lots of rain. That 
has not happened in 50 years.” 
 
Sidebar: As the Pheasant Popu-
lation Goes, So Go the Hunters 
Iowa hosted 30,000 to 50,000 
nonresident pheasant hunt-
ers in years past. They stayed 

for days in small town ho-
tels, ate in the cafés down the 
street and bought supplies 
from local stores; a multi-mil-
lion dollar shot in the arm 
for small town Main Street.    
 
“It was pretty common to 
see hunters from Michigan, 
Georgia, Texas and every state 
around us,” said Rich Jor-
det, law enforcement supervi-
sor for the DNR in northwest 
Iowa.  “I remember check-
ing hunters from 14 differ-
ent states on opening day.” 
 
Nonresident license sales also 
provided a boost in Iowa’s 
Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.  

Pheasant Plunge to Current 
Status; Where We Are Now:

An extra inch or two of 
spring rain. A few more inches 
of winter snow. Each by itself 
raises short term concern for 
Iowa pheasants. Strung togeth-
er over multiple years, though, 
they spell major trouble for 
Iowa’s pheasant population, as 
well as our tradition of pheas-
ant hunting and the economic 
boost it provides rural Iowa. 
 
Heading into the 2011 sea-
son, biologists are forecast-
ing a record low harvest of 
ringnecks—again. Not that 
many years ago, it was normal 
for hunters to take a million 
birds a year; often well above 
that. This year, the projected 
harvest is 150,000 to 200,000. 
 
Why the plunge? The pri-

mary factor is one we cannot 
change…the weather. Coming 
out of the 2010-2011 winter, 
Iowa marked five years in 
a row of average statewide 
snowfall over 30 inches. That 
causes heavy mortality among 
overwintering pheasants. In a 
half century of standardized 
data collection, Iowa pheas-
ant numbers never have in-
creased in a year following a 
winter with 31 inches of snow.  
 
Add an April-May hatching 
period with over eight inches 
of rain—the fourth time in 
five years—and survival of 
chicks from those remaining 
hen pheasants dropped drasti-
cally, too. Iowa sees an aver-
age of seven inches of rain 
during that nesting period. 
In the last 50 years, only once 
has there been a significant 
increase in pheasant numbers, 
when eight inches or more fell. 
 
“A lot of folks will remember 
back to bad winters we’ve had 
in Iowa before,” agrees Mark 
McInroy, wildlife research tech-
nician for the Department of 
Natural Resources. “However, 
they forget that we have never 
had five consecutive years of 
bad winter/spring combina-
tions. There hasn’t been a chance 
for our pheasants to recover.” 
 
Throw in loss of good habitat—
especially winter cover—and 
pheasant survival faces a triple 
whammy. From 1990 to 2005, 
Iowa lost 2,500 square miles of 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), hay and small grain 
lands. That equals an eight-
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mile strip across Iowa from 
Davenport to Omaha. Another 
485 square miles of CRP has 
gone back to row crops since 
2007. That leads to heavy game 
bird losses over the winter. 
 
Yet where there is quality 
habitat, there are pheasants.  
 
Bill Kron owns 200 acres near 
West Branch, in Cedar Coun-
ty. On his CRP acres, he has 
grasses and wildflowers. He 
works periodic burning into 
his management routine. Al-
falfa, clover and small food 
plots of corn and sorghum en-
hance cover and food sources. 
  
“Our counts are down, but I 
can still go down a mile long 
stretch of gravel and count 10 
pheasants—more or less—on 
any given day,” says Kron.  
 
He lives within minutes of 
the two Cedar County routes 
surveyed each August by 
DNR wildlife biologists. Each 
30 mile route is along heav-
ily cropped fields, with lit-
tle year-round cover.  One 
route yielded zero pheasants 
this summer. The other tal-
lied birds in the single digits. 
 
The answer to plummet-
i n g  p h e a s a n t  n u m b e r s ? 
The birds  need a  break.  
 
“We’ve seen birds recover on 
their own, when Mother Nature 
has taken a break,” recalls McIn-
roy. “We had a severe winter in 
2001, then a wet spring. Howev-
er, pheasant numbers doubled 
after good weather patterns in 

2002 and 2003. The best thing 
Iowans can do is to maintain 
or improve habitat. We have 
habitat now that could support 
an 800-thousand pheasant har-
vest, if we could get a couple 
years of favorable weather.” 
 
Still,  only about one per-
cent of pheasant habitat is 
on public land. The DNR’s 
private lands program and 
non-government conservation 
groups, like Pheasants For-
ever, are working with private 
landowners to get more high 
quality habitat on the ground.  
 
Another feature is Iowa’s walk 
in access program, through 
which property owners are 
reimbursed for conservation 
practices and allowing hunters 
on specified acres. This year, 
1500 acres are offered. Over 
three years, that program may 
grow to 10,000 acres.

Working to Improve Iowa 
Pheasant Numbers: Part 3 
Posted: 10/19/2011 

Left without a weather 
changing device, the Iowa 
DNR and other conservation 
groups are working to im-
prove existing habitat and 
getting new habitat on the 
ground so when Mother Nature 
does relent, pheasants are in 
the best position for recovery. 
 
That work includes increasing 
habitat on private land, using 
the federal farm bill, conducting 
an Iowa legislature-sponsored 
pheasant and quail restoration 
pilot project, participating in a 

new habitat for hunting access 
pilot project and developing a 
new pheasant plan targeting 
Iowa’s various climate regions.  
 
In 2002, the DNR conducted 
a pheasant and quail restora-
tion pilot project on private 
land, primarily in four coun-
ties in southern Iowa – Clarke, 
Decatur, Lucas, and Wayne.  
The DNR paid for habitat im-
provement on about 2,500 
acres per year for five years.  
 
The study concluded in 2007 
and used spring crowing counts 
to judge the outcome.  There 
was an average of 6.4 roosters 
per stop on the managed farms, 
versus 2 roosters on unman-
aged farms. Quail counts found 
similar results - 2.3 bobwhites 
per stop on managed farms ver-
sus 0.2 on unmanaged farms. 
  
“Those numbers are not great 
by any means but what it shows 
us is that habitat will attract 
existing birds,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
   
In general, most wildlife species 
do not benefit by having less 
habitat and, with grain famers 
enjoying healthy profits, the 
amount of land enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve program 
has been shrinking each year. 
   
But  not  a l l  pr ivate  land 
h a s  g o n e  t h a t  w a y . 
  
Mike Nelson believes the 
sound of pheasant cackles 
will again be common across 
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southern Iowa’s landscape.  
Nelson has been adding habi-
tat on his Lucas County farm 
since he bought it four years 
ago and the results have been 
pleasing to the eyes and ears. 
   
While the number of pheasants 
and quail on Nelson’s farm is 
not huge, particularly with the 
recent weather patterns, it still 
showed him that the right mix of 
habitat will draw and hold birds. 
   
Nelson installed a continuous 
edge, 20 acres of CRP, buffers 
around timber and feather edg-
ing.  Each year he adds a couple 
of projects, including most re-
cently planting dogwood and 
nine bark bushes.  These efforts 
provide nesting and winter sur-
vival opportunity for the birds. 
 
Not only has he been seeing 
pheasants and quail on his prop-
erty, he is hearing from neigh-
bors who are seeing birds as 
well, which is exciting, he said. 
 
“As guys start seeing birds, 
they are starting to believe we 
can get them back,” Nelson 
said. “I do believe we can get 
there.  It just takes work.” 
 
That excitement is echoed by 
Doug Spies who jumped at the 
chance to buy the land he grew 
up hunting when it was offered 
for sale and then enrolled his 60 
acres of rolling Woodbury Coun-
ty hills into the Conservation 
Reserve Program 12 years ago.  
 
Spies spent time and money 
to install high quality habitat, 
including adding 20 forbs, a 

few acres of bushes, he includes 
annual food plots and man-
ages the grasslands with fire. 
 
The result?  Unlike most of 
Iowa, Spies had great pheas-
ant hunting last year and this 
year he even has some quail.  
His property is adjacent to 
another 100 acres in CRP that 
happens to be owned by his 
childhood hunting friend, 
providing additional habitat.  
 
“I have pheasants here,” Spies 
said.  “Best pheasant hunt-
ing was out my back door.” 
  
But once he left his prop-
erty, there was not much 
habitat in the area to hunt. 
   
G o r d o n  G a r r i -
s o n  c a n  re l a t e  t o  t h a t . 
  
Garrison has a mix of grasses, 
forbs and bushes, restored wet-
lands, farm ponds and a water 
diversion canal on 200 of his 
acres in Emmet County in con-
tinuous and general CRP.  And 
yes, Garrison has pheasants. 
 
“Habitat restoration has been 
very rewarding for me,” Gar-
rison said.  “The property is 
totally different than what ex-
isted in 1972 when we moved 
here. The opportunity to exit 
the house for a morning or 
evening walk among the ‘wild 
things’ is a priceless adventure.” 
 
Replicating that success on a 
smaller scale is a large part of 
the workload of the DNR’s pri-
vate lands staff. The DNR has 
been working in partnership 

with Pheasant’s Forever’s Re-
load Iowa Program to ramp up 
efforts to help landowners es-
tablish habitat on private land. 
  
The DNR is also promot-
ing a new three year pilot 
program trading habitat im-
provement for hunter access. 
 
Iowa’s new hunting access pro-
gram will establish or improve 
existing habitat on private 
property in exchange for al-
lowing hunter access.  This is 
the first year for the program 
that enrolled 10 sites in nine 
counties opening 1,365 acres 
of private land to hunters.  
 
“Landowners are interested in 
this program and based on the 
response during this first year, 
we are optimistic that we could 
increase the number of sites 
and acres enrolled each year,” 
said Kelly Smith, with the Iowa 
DNR’s Wildlife Bureau who 
is leading the new program.  
 
Hunters who choose to hunt on 
these areas must obey hunting 
laws and must remain only on 
the land enrolled in the pro-
gram.

2011-12 Iowa Pheasant Sea-
son Forecast 

BOONE – An estimated 
58,000 hunters will criss-
cross the countryside pursu-
ing Iowa ring-necks when 
the season opens on Oct. 29.  
 
While Iowa pheasant numbers 
statewide are down from 2010, 
the northwest, central and 


