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haviors,” Walter said.
The short season for sharp-

tailed grouse begins Oct. 15 and 
ends Nov. 6. Walter said when 
numbers are up, or in western 
states with large populations, 
sharp-tailed grouse hunting can 
be thrilling.

“You often find them in 
groups,” he said, “so once you 
get into them, the action can be 
exciting.”

Other game birds in Wisconsin 
include the woodcock, hunted 
Sept. 24 to Nov. 7; the mourn-
ing dove, Sept. 1 to Nov. 9; and 
the crow, with a fall season that 
runs Sept. 17 through Nov. 17. 
The crow season opens again 
on Jan. 18 and runs through 
March 20.

Bobwhite quail, a native spe-
cies, and Hungarian partridge, 
a non-native species brought 
here long ago, are two species 
that have been in long-term 
decline. The quail, which is 
perhaps a third the size of the 
more numerous ruffed grouse, 
are adapted to small-scale ag-
riculture in an age when small 
farms are giving way to large 
operations. 

“Quail tend to hang in coveys, 
so it is common, when you find 
them, to get multiple flushes,” 
Walter said.

But the tradition of hunting 
quail, and Hungarian partridge, 
has faded in Wisconsin. 

“Some are harvested each 
year,” Walter said, “but usually 
it is incidental to some other 
form of hunting.”

The seasons for quail and par-
tridge open Oct. 15 and close 

Dec. 7 for quail and Dec. 31 for 
partridge.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, Up-
land Wildlife Ecologist, at (608) 
267-7861 or Sharon Fandel, As-
sistant Upland Wildlife Ecolo-
gist, at (608) 261-8458
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Estimates of Total Duck Popu-
lations 

Improved conditions in much 
of the waterfowl breeding habi-
tat in Canada and the prairies of 
the north-central United States 
have contributed to higher 
populations of many species 
of ducks, according to breeding 
population estimates released 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today.

The preliminary estimate of 
the total duck population from 
the traditional survey area 
(north-central United States, 
south-central and northern 
Canada, and Alaska) was 45.6 
million birds. This estimate 
represents an 11 percent in-
crease over last year’s estimate 
of 40.8 million birds and is 35 
percent above the long-term 
average (the total duck estimate 
excludes scoters, eiders, long-
tailed ducks, mergansers, and 
wood ducks).

The surveys are summarized 

in the 2011 Report on Trends 
in Duck Breeding Populations, 
which contains information 
about the status of duck popu-
lations and wetland habitats 
found during spring of 2011.

Other highlights from the tra-
ditional survey area include: 

* Estimated mallard abun-
dance was 9.2 million birds, 
a nine percent increase from 
the 2010 estimate of 8.4 million 
birds and percent above the 
long-term average.

* Blue-winged teal estimated 
abundance was a record 8.9 
million, which was 41 percent 
above the 2010 estimate of 6.3 
million, and 91 percent above 
the long-term average.

* The northern pintail estimate 
of 4.4 million was 26 percent 
above the 2010 estimate of 3.5 
million, and similar to the long-
term average.

* Estimated abundance of 
American wigeon was 14 per-
cent below the 2010 estimate 
and 20 percent below the long-
term average.

*  The combined (lesser and 
greater) scaup estimate of 4.3 
million was similar to that of 
2010 and 15 percent below the 
long-term average of 5.1 mil-
lion. The canvasback estimate 
of 700,000 was similar to the 
2010 estimate and 21 percent 
above the long-term average.

In the traditional survey area 
habitat conditions were gener-
ally good to excellent, with the 
exception of a region of boreal 
forest in the west-central 
portion. Habitat condi-
tions across the Prairies 


