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the environment around us. As 
a result, hunters are among the 
nation’s leading conservation-
ists. Hunting also is a popular 
and time honored way to get 
meat for the freezer. Hunters 
know where their meat comes 
from and have a vested interest 
in making sure there is plenty 
for future generations.

Thanks to all who have dem-
onstrated a genuine commit-
ment to recruiting the next 
generation of hunters to carry 
on Wisconsin’s heritage. 

I wish you the best of luck this 
fall and remember we greatly 
appreciate your commitment 
to hunting. Thank you and 
hunt safe!

Additional upland game 
hunting opportunities 

begin Oct. 15
MADISON — The excite-

ment of upland bird hunting 
– which combines the joy of 
going afield with a beloved 
hunting companion, otherwise 
known as your dog, and the 
heart-stopping thrill of flushing 
game birds – begins for many 
on Oct. 15.

Opportunities for upland 
bird hunting exist all across the 
state, but a changing landscape 
has led to declines in both num-
bers of birds and the numbers 
of hunters who pursue them.

“We still have a significant 
number of pheasant hunters in 
the state,” said Scott Walter of 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources, an upland wild-
life ecologist. “But in general, 
across the board, we are seeing 

a decline in upland game bird 
hunter numbers.”

Much of this can be attributed 
to loss of habitat.

Pheasants raised on game 
farms supply most of the up-
land bird hunting action in 
Wisconsin. Efforts to expand 
the number of wild pheasants 
on the landscape have been hin-
dered by two long winters and 
by market forces. The federal 
Conservation Reserve Program 
was a boon to wildlife in that it 
paid farmers to take land out of 
production, but as the price of 
corn and beans have increased 
dramatically, almost half the 
CRP acres in Wisconsin have 
been pulled from the program 
in favor of crops.

The LINK “http ://dnr.
wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/
hunt/pheasant/” pheasant 
season runs statewide from Oct. 
15 to Dec. 31.

Only ruffed grouse hunters 
have gotten good news lately 
as populations have risen for 
several years in a row, ap-
proaching or reaching the apex 
of a 10-year cycle of growth and 
decline.

These birds depend on the 
dense new growth of new 
forests, and the need for pulp 
wood in Wisconsin has resulted 
in adequate habitat for these 
birds to maintain decent popu-
lations.

Grouse hunting is divided 
into zone A, which covers most 
of the state, and zone B, which 
covers a slice of eastern and 
southeastern Wisconsin run-
ning from Appleton and Green 

Bay in the north and running 
south to the Illinois border with 
the western edge defined by 
highways 41, 26, 151 and 90.

The season in zone A opened 
Sept. 17 and continues through 
Jan. 31. In Zone B, the season 
runs from Oct. 15 through Dec. 
8.

ife/hunt/grouse/stgindex.
htm” Sharp-tailed grouse, one 
of four species of grouse na-
tive to Wisconsin, were once 
hunted across the state, but in 
recent times, their have been 
just two zones with enough 
birds to sustain a hunt, and one 
of these will be closed this year. 
Only in deer management unit 
2, located in far northwest Wis-
consin, will hunters be allowed 
to pursue this bird.

These grouse do best on open 
landscapes with patches of 
brush, most notably barrens, 
but these depend on frequent 
disturbance, whether through 
fire or cutting, and so many 
have been overtaken by dense 
growth.

“It’s hard to maintain bar-
rens,” Walter said. “It takes 
intensive management, such 
as we have at the Namekagon 
Barrens or Crex Meadows.”

Sharp-tailed grouse, like the 
prairie chicken, is a “lekking 
species.” A lek is a display 
ground where males concen-
trate during the spring mating 
season and engage in a highly 
ritualized display of dancing 
and displays of plumage to at-
tract females.

“They exhibit very dynamic, 
ostentations and colorful be-


