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WISCONSIN
Proposed Ice Age 

Trail hunting rule is 
postponed

Public meetings on hunting 
proposal have been post-
poned

MADISON – Work on a pro-
posed rule to determine hunt-
ing and trapping opportunities 
on state-owned sections of the 
Ice Age Trail is being suspend-
ed and a series of meetings that 
had been scheduled around the 
state on the proposal are being 
postponed.

Under an administrative rule 
approved earlier this year, the 
state Natural Resources Board 
would determine a hunting 
classification for properties pur-
chased throughout the state for 
the establishment and protec-
tion of the Ice Age Trail, known 
as State Ice Age Trail Areas or 
SIATAs.

The rule allows for a variety of 
hunting possibilities on SIATAs 
ranging from all hunting sea-
sons allowed in administrative 
code, to all hunting between 
Nov. 1 and March 31, to deer 
hunting only, to no hunting 
allowed. The rule also lists 
specific factors to be taken into 
consideration when determin-
ing hunting season recommen-
dations such as the size, shape, 
and location of the property.

The Department of Natural 
Resources decided to postpone 
further implementation of this 
rule pending discussion in the 
legislature regarding hunting 
in State Parks. This includes 

postponing public meetings 
scheduled for next week in 
New Auburn, Delafield, Lodi, 
and Stevens Point, and the pub-
lic comment period planned 
through the end of November. 
The department will announce 
when the meetings will be 
rescheduled; likely in early 
2012 .

The ERLINK “http://dnr.
wi.gov/org/land/parks/spe-
cific/iceagetrail/” Ice Age Trail 
follows the approximate extent 
of the last continental glaciation 
in Wisconsin some 10,000 years 
ago. The purpose of the trail is 
to provide premier hiking and 
backpacking experiences and 
to preserve and interpret Wis-
consin’s glacial landscape and 
other natural and cultural re-
sources in areas through which 
the trail passes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brigit Brown – 
(608) 266-2183.

Public shooting range 
projects under way in 

north and south
Duck hunting, youth deer 

hunts and pheasant hunting 
– that’s October in Wisconsin 
when the autumn colors are 
brightest, the temperatures are 
invigorating. 

Gun deer season is just around 
the corner and it’s time to get 
the rifle out and make sure 
everything is in good working 
order this fall. That involves 
practice and sighting in. 

So what’s missing? How about 
a place to shoot, to practice and 
to have a lot of fun?

We all need a place to shoot. 
Whether it’s recreational trap 
leagues or to practice and sight-
in our rifles for deer season — 
access to a range is critical for 
many hunters. We understand 
this need at the DNR, and we 
are working to increase the 
access you have to shooting 
ranges. 

First of all, I am happy to re-
port we have two large public 
shooting range renovation 
projects on the horizon that 
will greatly benefit hunters and 
shooters alike. One is the range 
at Yellowstone Lake Wildlife 
Area in Lafayette County. This 
facility’s upgrade will start this 
winter. Next up will be renova-
tions at Snacktrack Range in 
Iron County. 

Both of these ranges will be 
open for use this fall for hunters 
to get sighted in for deer season. 
But to do renovations we will 
have to close them for a time 
this winter and next spring and 
possibly summer. 

We are committed to having 
both open in time for hunters 
and shooters to begin using 
them late next summer.

Range access and hours can 
vary widely. Because of this, 
I want to share a resource I 
found very helpful: g” www.
wheretoshoot.org. You can 
visit this website and search for 
Wisconsin ranges. The results 
include helpful information 
such as range hours, hunter 
sight-in times, fees, and links 
to the range’s website.

Hunting is a great way for us 
to learn about — and gain an 
appreciation of — nature and 


