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been recommended by the 
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heri-
tage Council for 2012. These 
dollars are being invested in 
state wildlife management ar-
eas (WMAs), which are open 
to public hunting and other 
recreational uses.

“Pheasant hunters who use 
WMAs should know that they, 
like Minnesotans across the 
state, are benefitting from Leg-
acy Amendment-funded proj-
ects,” said Bill Penning, DNR 
farmland wildlife program 
leader.

Specifically, he said, hunters 
are benefitting as trees and other 
woody cover are removed from 
WMA grasslands, thereby re-
ducing habitat for owls, hawks, 
raccoons and other predators 
that suppress pheasant popula-
tions. Similarly, hunters benefit 
as prescribed fire, which mim-
ics the restorative benefits of 
natural wild fire, replaces older 
and more marginal habitat with 
younger and more food-filled 
types of cover. Legacy dollars 
are also being used on WMAs 
to convert former cropland and 
low quality grasslands to high 
quality grasslands through new 
prairie plantings and manage-
ment.

“As a state, we’re fortunate 
these dollars are available,” 
said Penning. “They are begin-
ning to transform the land in 
ways that benefit water, wild-
life and local hunting-related 
economies.”

The DNR began implement-
ing Legacy-funded grassland 
projects in 2010. To date, more 
than 7,500 acres of public land 

habitat have been improved. 
More work is scheduled to be 
completed in future years.

Like the DNR, Pheasants For-
ever and other conservation 
organizations have applied for 
and received Legacy Amend-
ment dollars that are benefitting 
pheasants. For example, Legacy 
dollars were used to add 78 
acres to the 320-acre Prairie 
Storm Waterfowl Production 
Area in Stearns County. Like-
wise, two key parcels of land 
have been purchased to connect 
two large existing 820-acre Big 
Kandiyohi and 312-acre Lake 
Lilian waterfowl production 
areas. Other projects are under-
way as well.

North Dakota
Public asked to report 

Violations
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department encourages 
hunters, anglers and landown-
ers who have witnessed a fish 
or wildlife violation to file a re-
port with the Report All Poach-
ers program.

RAP is a cooperative project 
between the Game and Fish 
Department, State Radio Com-
munications and the North 
Dakota Wildlife Federation. 
The RAP line offers rewards – 
from $100 to $1,000 depending 
on the nature and seriousness 
of the crime – for information 
that leads to conviction of fish 
and wildlife law violators. 
Reports can also go directly 
to game wardens or other law 
enforcement agencies. Callers 
can remain anonymous.

Witnesses should note vehicle 
description, including make, 
color, license plate number 
and state issued. Description 
of the violator should also be 
considered.

Witnesses should report a 
violation by calling the RAP 
telephone number at (800) 472-
2121. RAP will then contact the 
local game warden immedi-
ately. If the witness gives the 
RAP operator a phone number, 
the witness will be contacted 
right away.

order 2012 oUtDoorS 
Calendars

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department is taking 
orders for its North Dakota 
OUTDOORS calendar, the 
source for all hunting season 
and application dates for 2012. 
Along with outstanding color 
photographs of North Dakota 
wildlife and scenery, it also 
includes sunrise-sunset times 
and moon phases.

To order, send $3 for each, plus 
$1 postage, to: Calendar, North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, 100 N. Bismarck Express-
way, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095. 
Be sure to include a three-line 
return address with your order, 
or the post office may not de-
liver our return mailing.

The calendar is the North Da-
kota OUTDOORS magazine’s 
December issue, so current 
subscribers will automatically 
receive it in the mail.


