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recover if we act now. I will 
be hunting on Saturday, and 
though I might have to put 
more miles on my boots than 
in the past, I know spending 
that extra time with friends 
will be worth the extra effort. 
Best wishes if you get out, and 
remember – take a buddy with 
you!

Questions and answers 
with Dave Trauba, 

DNR Lac qui Parle Area 
supervisor

Dave Trauba oversees the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
operations for Big Stone, Lac 
qui Parle and Swift counties 
and has been with the DNR 
since 1992. He is an avid pheas-
ant hunter and outdoorsman.

Q: What does the Montevideo 
area offer to hunters?

A: The Upper Minnesota 
River Valley offers tremen-
dous opportunities for hunt-
ers and it’s really due to the 
vast amount of public land 
that is available. The Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management 
Area covers 33,000 acres. The 
Big Stone National Wildlife 
Refuge adds another 11,000 
acres. Plus there are literally 
hundreds of wildlife manage-
ment areas and waterfowl pro-
duction areas in the region that 
are all open to public hunting. 
The new Walk-In Access pro-
gram provides public access to 
private land on another 1,000 
acres in Lac qui Parle County 
alone.

Q: With all that land, will I 
need a big group to hunt the 
area?

A: Not at all. Some of my 
favorite hunting time is spent 
working the grass alone with 
my dog. I don’t have to worry 
about other hunters and can 
hunt at my own pace. We defi-
nitely have enough land here 
for bigger groups to hunt, but 
you shouldn’t worry about 
coming out by yourself.

Q: What else does the area 
have to offer for hunters?

A: Hunters will find out 
pretty quickly that they are 
welcomed to the area. There 
is a long and valued hunting 
tradition here. Communities 
cater to hunters and are glad 
that they’re here.

Q: I’ve heard that pheasant 
numbers are down. Is it worth 
hunting them?

A: Numbers are down this 
fall, but this area wasn’t im-
pacted as dramatically as oth-
ers because of the significant 
winter cover we have for the 
birds. You may have to work a 
little harder this fall and may 
not see quite as many flushes, 
but there are still a lot of birds 
here. It won’t be a bust by any 
means.

Q: I can’t be there for the 
opener? Is there another good 
time to hunt?

A: Absolutely. The best is yet 
to come. My favorite hunting 
is later in the fall. Opening 
weekend can be a little too 
warm for the dogs and this 
year a significant amount of 
crop will still be in the fields. 

To me, there’s nothing better 
than hunting in December 
with eight inches of fresh 
snow and good ice in the cat-
tails.

Q: Are there any special per-
mits or laws I should be aware 
of to hunt this area?

A: Pheasant regulations are 
the same here as in other parts 
of the state. However, it’s a 
good idea to use nontoxic shot. 
It is required on federal land 
and it will eliminate confusion 
if you cross back and forth be-
tween state and federal land.

Q: Where can I get more in-
formation?

A: Contact us at the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Refuge office. 
We’re located between Milan 
and Watson and are open 
seven days a week starting in 
mid-October. We have lots of 
free maps and are willing to 
offer advice. Our phone num-
ber is 320-734-4451. I hope you 
give the area a try!

Legacy Amendment 
funds improving 
pheasant habitat

Pheasants and pheasant hunt-
ers are benefitting from projects 
funded through Minnesota’s 
Outdoor Heritage Fund.

The fund, which was created 
following the passage of Min-
nesota’s Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment, has 
awarded three grants for wild-
life management areas totaling 
more than $5.5 million to the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR). A fourth 
grant totaling $4.4 million has 


