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enrolled acre are authorized 
for eligible contracts.   Iowa’s 
SAFE is targeted around our 
public wildlife areas to benefit 
grassland birds both songbirds, 
and upland game birds.

 
Land that is eligible was cropped 
or considered cropped four out 
of the six years from 2002 to 
2007. Eligible cropland includes 
row crops, small grains and for-
age crops. Targeted portions of 
all Iowa counties, except Alla-
makee and Clayton, are eligible 
to participate.  

 
More information is available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov and http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Environ-
ment/LandStewardship/Wild-
lifeLandownerAssistance/
FinancialAssistance.aspx

Minnesota
DnR seeks public 

input on ruffed grouse 
management plan

Citizens interested in Min-
nesota ruffed grouse and the 
habitat that supports them can 
now provide input on the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) proposed 
ruffed grouse long-range man-
agement plan.

The public comment period, 
which is available online only, 
begins Thursday, Nov. 17, and 
ends Monday, Dec. 19.  Com-
ment on the plan.

With an average annual har-
vest rate of 519,000 grouse dur-
ing the past 10 years, Minnesota 
is one of the nation’s top three 

ruffed grouse states. The aver-
age hunter harvests five birds 
each year in Minnesota. Annual 
total harvests have reached 
1.2 million birds during peak 
years.

Minnesota leads the nation in 
aspen-birch forest type, the pre-
ferred habitat of ruffed grouse, 
and offers more than 11 million 
acres of federal, state and coun-
ty land open to public hunting, 
much of it located within the 
primary grouse range.

The draft plan’s long-range 
vision for ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota includes sufficient 
quantity, quality and distribu-
tion of habitat to support robust 
grouse populations throughout 
the species’ range in the state. 
The plan also addresses main-
taining grouse hunter numbers, 
and provides for quality habi-
tat to support healthy ruffed 
grouse populations throughout 
their range.

“Our goal is to ensure the via-
bility of ruffed grouse and their 
forest habitat, manage grouse 
as an integral part of Minne-
sota’s forested landscapes, and 
encourage and promote hunt-
ing and observation of ruffed 
grouse in their natural habitat,” 
said Cynthia Osmundson, for-
est wildlife program leader.

Public input will be reviewed 
and considered in January. The 
final Minnesota ruffed grouse 
management plan, to be com-
pleted in February, will help 
guide ruffed grouse manage-
ment during the next 10 years.

scaup mortality 
continues this fall on 

north Central Minnesota 
lakes

Wildlife managers from the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) are again 
finding dead lesser scaup on 
Lake Winnibigoshish (Winnie) 
this fall.

Although not yet confirmed, 
the ducks are suspected to have 
died from acute infestation 
of intestinal parasites called 
trematodes, which are carried 
by Faucet snails, an invasive 
species that inhabits lakes. 
Lesser scaup feed on the snails 
and become infected with the 
trematodes.

“So far, about 100 to 200 dead 
scaup have been observed along 
the northwestern shoreline of 
Winnie in the Third River Flow-
age area,” said Area Wildlife 
Manager Perry Loegering, who 
along with office staff conducts 
weekly searches of the west 
shore of Winnie, Bowstring and 
Round lakes. A small number of 
sick and dead scaup have been 
observed on Bowstring and 
Round lakes as well.

“Faucet snails have not been 
found in Bowstring or Round 
lakes, so we think the birds are 
moving from lake to lake feed-
ing on Winnie but getting sick 
on the other lakes,” Loegering 
said.

The DNR Wetland Wildlife 
Research Group is studying 
Faucet snails in infested wa-
ters to learn more about their 
habitat use, abundance and 
parasite prevalence. These wa-


