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a couple parked trucks, too. 
Without telltale blaze orange 
visible, they might have been 
waterfowl or deer hunters, on 
the mixed grassland, wetland, 
tree-lined complex.

 
Much of the marsh habitat was 
“wetland” in name only. The 
depressions showed where 
water had been. Except for a 
few wet spots, only the larger 
areas showed any depth, leav-
ing more cover for pheasants; 
pushed into remaining habitat 
as the combines brought in the 
crops.

 
We caught up to three hunters 
as they finished a drive along 
a high drainage ditch, about 
9:30 a.m.. 

 
“We worked the heavy cover; 
just kicked up three hens back 
a ways off this ditch bank,” said 
Dave Berdan, pointing a couple 
hundred yards behind him.

 
They and their four Labs had 
two roosters for the morning. 
They were leaving for home 
— St. Cloud — pretty soon; 
cutting the weekend short in 
time to catch Sunday afternoon 
football. But they were satisfied 
with the hunt, especially know-
ing the outlook.

 
“We were a little surprised 
(Saturday). We hunted state 
land near Eagle Lake; prob-
ably saw at least 10 roosters by 
10 o’clock,” said Berdan. “We 
worked the heavy cover; the 
grass on the edge of a picked 
cornfield.”

 
Through the morning, Schulte 
checked a couple of other 
groups: two here, three there. 
No one had more than three 
birds on this second day. And 
they all said there were a lot of 
hunters out on opening day.

 
One reason for the crowds 
across Iowa’s Prairie Pothole 
region — in north central and 
northwest Iowa — is the avail-
ability of public land; much of it 
managed for upland game and 
waterfowl. Wetlands, marshes 
and shallow lakes dot the land-
scape. A 10-mile drive turns up 
places like Goose Lake, with 
more than 200 acres of prairie, 
wetland and food plots. Iowa 
Lake Marsh and Iowa Lake 
Wildlife Area add another 860 
acres, straddling the Kossuth/
Emmet county line. A com-
bination of state and county 
conservation board ground 
provide hundreds of acres of 
waterfowl/upland habitat.

 
Just acres? To the south, Union 
Slough National Refuge stretch-
es nine miles, with sections of 
it a mile or more wide! This is 
different country than much of 
Iowa: it’s flat with shallow wet-
lands, and much of it is public. 
Pheasant numbers are down to 
be sure, but the habitat offered 
on those public areas harbors 
a few birds and offers a lot of 
opportunity.

 
With most fields picked by this 
past weekend, most of those 
birds had no choice but the pub-
lic land. “The birds are fairly 

concentrated on our public ar-
eas. Pretty much every piece of 
private land is farmed,” noted 
Schulte. “Where the birds are 
now is where they will be for 
the rest of the season.”

CRP Acres Available to 
Benefit Grassland Birds
An estimated 3,300 acres is 

being accepted into the popu-
lar Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) (CP38) 
Gaining Ground for Wildlife 
project designed to restore na-
tive grasslands, wetlands and 
develop food plots where they 
will be most beneficial.  

 
“With such a limited number of 
acres available for the sign up, 
landowners should act soon if 
they want to get in,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-
sources.  Landowners should 
visit their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office or contact 
the Iowa DNR wildlife bureau 
for detailed information.  Con-
tact the Farm Service Agency 
to enroll. 

 
The rental rate payment sched-
ule is based on maximum soil 
rental rate established for the 
three predominant soils.  Con-
tracts run 10 to 15 years.  

 
The standard FSA 50 percent 
cost chare, 40 percent practice 
incentive payment to establish 
the practice, and a signing in-
centive payment of $100 per 


