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State News

IOWA
Hunters Finding 

Pheasants in Better 
Habitat

A quick scan around Lower 
Morse Wildlife Area in Wright 
County yields more pheasants 
than hunters, which is say-
ing something given Iowa’s 
current pheasant population. 
Three weeks into the 2011 
pheasant season and hunt-
ers are scarcer than roosters. 
“There is not much competition 
on public land, which could be 
a good thing for hunters who 
still plan to hunt,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.  “A 
lot of hunters went out open-
ing day and didn’t see much 
and now they are done for the 
year.”

Bogenschutz has been out a 
number of times with mixed 
results. Some trips he finds no 
birds and others a bird or two 
and on good days, he has shot 
a three-bird limit twice.

He said areas with excellent 
winter cover  cattails or switch 
grass  hunters have a chance to 
see some birds, and currently, 
the best cover is primarily on 
public land.

“People who are seeing birds 
are hunting the excellent, well 
managed habitat,” he said.  
“Hunters looking for birds 
and are flexible should identify 

public land with good winter 
cover in north central, central 
or northwest Iowa. Those re-
gions have the better pheasant 
numbers and the winter cover 
_ switch grass, cattails _ that 
hold birds. They should expect 
the birds to be scattered after 
being hunted for a few weeks, 
which is typical.

“But hunters need to set realis-
tic goals of a bird per hunter or 
so,” Bogenschutz said. “There 
are not a lot of guys shooting 
limits, but we do have those 
too. The key is good habitat and 
good dogs. Flush a bird or two 
and put one in the bag.”

For more information contact 
Todd Bogenschutz, Upland 
Wildlife Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.
Inaugural Dove Season 

Closed Nov. 9 
Iowa’s inaugural dove hunt-

ing season has ended.  More 
than 22,000 hunters registered 
that they planned to hunt doves 
in during the 70-day long sea-
son that closed on Nov. 9.  

The Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources will conduct a 
survey from that group of hunt-
ers to determine participation 
and harvest estimates. 

While the dove season has 
closed, hunters can still enjoy 
small game and upland spe-
cies, like pheasants and rabbits, 
waterfowl, deer (archery) and 

wild turkey seasons. Iowa’s 
furbearer season opened Nov. 
5. For a complete listing of 
hunting seasons, go to www.
iowadnr.gov and click on the 
hunting tab.

For more information con-
tact Todd Bogenschutz, Wildlife 
Research Biologist, Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823.

Checking in on Opening 
Weekend of Pheasant Season 

By Joe Wilkinson
One and done. That’s the 

route many hunters took this 
past weekend.  Opening day 
was Saturday, for what prom-
ises to be a meager pheasant 
season.  

 
The forecast for a record low 
harvest has pushed hunter 
numbers down. Still, it was fair-
ly busy on opening day, across 
north central and northwest 
Iowa. That’s where pheasant 
numbers are highest — though 
still woefully short of “the good 
old days.”

 
“Saturday was very busy. We 
had a lot of hunters up here. 
I checked about 70 people in 
Kossuth County,” recounted 
conservation officer Virginia 
Schulte, as I jumped in the ve-
hicle with her on Sunday. 

 
It was apparent after an hour 
that most of those Saturday 
hunters were staying home on 
Sunday. A couple hunters were 
halfway across the 180-acre 
Eagle Lake Marsh, in northern 
Kossuth County. We noted 


