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of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and the U.S. Forest 
Service, including lands desig-
nated wilderness or administra-
tively classified as wilderness 
eligible or suitable, and primi-
tive or semi-primitive areas. 
National parks, however, are 
excluded from the Act as are 
wildlife refuges governed by 
the 1997 Act.

Joining USSA in champion-
ing HR 2834 are the Ameri-
can Sportfishing Association, 
National Rifle Association, 
Safari Club International, and 
the Congressional Sportsmen 
Foundation.

Hunters, anglers, trappers, 
and shooters across America 
who use public lands should 
stay abreast of the develop-
ments of this bill and note its 
positive long-term impact on 
outdoor heritage recreation 
on public lands in the future. 
Contact the U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance at 614-888-4868 for 
more details or visit www.uss-
portsmen.org.

NSSF TO FILE AMICUS 
BRIEF ON HANDGUNS 

In response to a ruling by a 
federal judge in the Northern 
District of Texas in favor of the 
federal government in a case 
brought by the NRA challeng-
ing the federal restriction on the 
purchase of handguns by 18-20 
year old adults, NSSF plans to 
file a friend-of-the-court brief 
in support of NRA’s appeal of 
the ruling. In the case, Jennings 
v. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives, the 
NRA and a group of responsible 
young adults argued that since 
18-20 year olds are considered 
adults for virtually every other 
purpose, such as voting and 
military service, adults in this 
age group should also be able 
to purchase handguns from 
licensed retailers. A similar 
case, in which many of the same 
plaintiffs challenge the state 
of Texas’ ban on issuance of 
right-to-carry permits to adults 
under 21, remains pending in 
the same court.

NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-
CARRY BILL MOVING 

FORWARD 
The House Judiciary Com-

mittee last week considered 
amendments to H.R. 822, the 
National Right-to-Carry Reci-
procity Act of 2011. All pro-
posed anti-gun amendments 
were defeated. The National 
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity bill 
is bipartisan legislation intro-
duced earlier this year by Reps. 
Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) and Heath 
Shuler (D-N.C.). H.R. 822 will 
allow law-abiding firearm carry 
permit holders to exercise their 
right to self-defense while trav-
eling outside their home state.

EROSION OF SECOND 
AMENDMENT 
CONTINUES 

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
waited until literally the last 
hour on Sunday to act on fire-
arms-related legislation sent to 

his desk this session. Several 
anti-gun and anti-industry bills 
were signed into law, including 
long-gun registration. “Sadly, 
the steady erosion of the Sec-
ond Amendment in California 
continues,” said Lawrence G. 
Keane, NSSF senior vice presi-
dent and general counsel. “Gov. 
Brown has now proven that he 
no more respects freedom and 
the individual right protected 
by the Second Amendment 
than his predecessor. These bills 
will increase costs for the tax-
payer and the state’s retailers, 
most of whom are small mom-
and-pop businesses. It will cost 
the state jobs and tax revenue, 
all the while doing absolutely 
nothing to reduce crime.”

Wrap-up: California 
Governor Takes Action 

on Firearm-Related Bills

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
acted on several firearms-re-
lated bills on Sunday, Oct. 9. 
Below is a wrap-up of the bills 
signed into law and vetoed:

AB 809 (Feuer). Long-gun 
registration: SIGNED INTO 
LAW. NSSF opposed this bill 
strongly. Read the governor’s 
message on why this bill was 
signed.

SB 427 (De Leon). Ammu-
nition registration: VETOED. 
This was sort of a re-run of 
an earlier bill (“handgun am-
munition registration”) Gov. 
Schwarzenegger signed into 
law. The law was successfully 
challenged in court as unconsti-


