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The Alliance is the biggest 
and broadest producer effort 
out there, but it isn’t by any 
means the only effort trying 
to reach into the consumer 
psyche to instill and reinforce 
consumer trust in farmers and 
ranchers and the industries and 
disciplines which support and 
rely upon them. There is the 
Animal Agriculture Alliance; 
the Farm Animal Welfare Coali-
tion; American Farmers for the 
Advancement and Conserva-
tion of Technology; our animal 
science and veterinary medi-
cine allies – Council for Agri-
culture Science & Technology, 
American Society for Animal 
Science, Federation of Animal 
Science Societies, American Vet-
erinary Medical Assn., species 
practitioner groups – and then 
there are individual national 
association programs, state 
programs, and individual spe-
cies advocacy programs, such 
as the United Horsemen. Oh, 
and let us not forget the private, 
for-profit endeavors to which 
some corporations naively turn 
for “insight” into how to deal 
with anti-agriculture forces.

Most of these are top-of-
the-line efforts, and while some 
are more focused on animal 
production and others are 
broad agriculture in their con-
centration, all share a goal of 
enhancing production ag, and 
regaining the trust and confi-
dence of consumers who are 
barraged daily by the “big lie” 
of bad production, fertilized 
by political propaganda, mis-
information and downright 
lies about where food in this 

country comes from.

However, what are lacking 
from this industry-wide effort 
are a lack of ego — both per-
sonal and organizational — and 
a healthy dose of coordination 
and cooperation. There are 
folks who sit on the boards and 
committees of more than one 
of these efforts, but they are 
few and far between. It would 
be significant mistake for such 
efforts to spend tight money to 
duplicate efforts, re-do research 
and surveys which have been 
done to death and always say 
the same thing, and from a 
policy standpoint, we’d be fools 
not to try and solidify as much 
of a producer/input industry/
processor base as possible.

Key to this coordinated ef-
fort must be a willingness to ac-
knowledge eroding consumer 
confidence due to attacks by 
the “good food movement,” or 
animal rights, or enviro groups 
or others who don’t or refuse 
to understand production ag, 
is a universal assault. It’s not 
specific to a crop or a species; 
it’s an attack on all of us in 
conventional and organic agri-
culture. So, the less-than-subtle 
message is as follows: Let’s get 
our act together, check our egos 
at the door, and start a serious 
coordinated effort – preserving 
our individual identities – but 
let’s make sure we’re getting 
the biggest bang for our buck 
by ensuring we’re echoing, not 
talking over, each other.

TEXAS DOG AND 
CAT BREEDER 

REGULATION UPDATE
On October 10, 2011 The 

Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation (TDLR) issued a 
Request for Proposal for Devel-
opment Of Course Material and 
Delivery of Inspection Training 
Services for the Licensed Dog 
and Cat Breeders Program.   
The RFP states all proposals 
submitted must assume that 
standards set forth in 9 C.F.R. 
Part 3, Subpart A (federal regu-
lations) form the basis for the 
development of course mate-
rial, protocols,  implementa-
tion of training, the creation 
of inspection checklists, and 
reporting requirements. In de-
veloping course material and 
delivering training services, 
proposers must describe the 
methodology for and be pre-
pared to manage all aspects of 
the statewide training program. 
In addition selected vendors 
must have the experience and 
ability to design, develop, im-
plement and provide curricula 
that meet current and future 
training needs of inspectors and 
investigators assigned to the 
breeder program. The 9-page 
RFP can be viewed at this link 
http://tinyurl.com/3jcatth  

The chosen third party ven-
dors will contract with TDLR 
to design every aspect of the 
newly created bureaucracy cre-
ated by HB 1451. This includes 
protocols for reporting animal 
cruelty; all course and study 
materials; provide training 
services and staff; guides for 
facility inspections; identify 


