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issues faced by animal control 
personnel is critical.  They are 
all dealing with budget cuts, 
animal overpopulation, and 
insufficient ordinances. Instead 
of being angry with animal 
control, advocates should work 
to pass local ordinances that 
contain housing, shelter, tether-
ing, and animal care regulations 
and not wait for regulation at 
the state level.   

The presentation included 
a segment on community out-
reach with suggestions to use 
HSUS literature for responsible 
care and puppy mill education; 
distribute anti-tether informa-
tion from Unchain Your Dog; 
and engage your local pastor in 
helping animals, i.e., religious 
outreach.

The bulk of the presentation 
focused on shelter needs, net-
working, and ways to volunteer 
which was a drastic shift from 
the presentation in 2010 (See 
HSUS Lobbying in Your State 
http://saova.org/download.
html).  However, there was a 
quick review of the bullet list 
of desired legislation:  increased 
penalties for animal cruelty; 
commercial breeder regulation; 
strengthen animal fighting law; 
stop wildlife abuse (penning); 
and statewide regulation for 
animal housing and shelter.   
More of the meeting will be 
covered on the SAOVA blog.

If you have not attended 
an HSUS grassroots meeting, 
you should.  The animal rights 
agenda may be crystal clear to 
you, but it is not understood by 

the general public who cannot 
distinguish it from animal wel-
fare. Listening to the smooth 
manner in which HSUS feeds 
their agenda to an audience is 
an education in itself.  Learning 
what activists have planned for 
your community can only be to 
your advantage when speaking 
to your elected officials.

The world not only belongs 
to those who show up, it’s con-
trolled by the best informed and 
most motivated.

Thanks for reading. Cross 
posting is encouraged.

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s and Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance - 
http://saova.org
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The fledgling Farmers & 
Ranchers Alliance held a series 
of town hall-type meetings this 
month – DC, New York, Davis, 
CA, and Fair Oaks, IN – all part 
of its “Food Dialogue” effort 
to reinflate U.S. consumer ap-
preciation for the people and 
the system that feeds them and 
a big chunk of the planet. As 
part of the debut, the Alliance 

released some very interesting 
survey results. First, 2,000 or 
so consumers generally admit 
they don’t much about food 
production, but that ignorance 
informs their buying decisions. 
Second, farmers and ranchers 
surveyed guessed as much 
about their consumer custom-
ers, and figure what consumers 
think they know is wrong.

I’m glad someone’s finally 
got the consumer on record 
admitting he/she doesn’t know 
what it takes to produce food, 
whether fruit, veg, grain or ani-
mal.  But this simply confirms 
what most of us knew.  The 
underlying value of the Alli-
ance — and trust me, I think the 
Alliance is a superior operation 
—  effort is that it unites all of 
ag in a broad-based effort to 
enhance consumer appreciation 
of farmers, ranchers and the ab-
solutely irreplaceable survival 
component they represent for 
the rest of us.

The New York Times, as 
might be expected, wrote a 
typically snarky and generally 
naïve article about the Alliance, 
and an animal rights blogger 
reacted to the Alliance:  “Un-
til now, the animal advocacy 
movement’s opposition was 
largely a bunch of poorly or-
ganized and relatively under-
funded misfits…” Now, save 
for the “misfit” description, 
she’s correct. Why? Because 
all of our efforts in agriculture 
to promote our industry are 
uncoordinated and generally, 
uncooperative.


