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States and Canada. In 1999 six 
schools taught animal law, in-
cluding Harvard.  Today there 
are 135 law schools in the U.S. 
and Canada that have offered a 
course in animal law.

Before the ink was dry on re-
ports of the HSUS/UEP egg reg-
ulation announcement Stephen 
Wells, ALDF Executive Director, 
commented that the agreement 
did not go far enough because 
it lacked “teeth” for enforce-
ment. According to Wells, the 
ideal way to solve this problem 
would be the inclusion of a citi-
zen suit provision that would 
permit enforcement of the law 
by concerned citizens. 

Most recently, ALDF filed 
a citizen’s petition with USDA 
urging the Department to re-
quire that foie gras product 
packaging carry a warning la-
bel or disclaimer that foie gras 
livers are derived from diseased 
birds.

Learn more about ALDF at 
the SAOVA website.

HSUS AND WHAT’S 
‘GOOD FOR THE 

COUNTRY’
September 16, 2011 By Steve 

Kopperud

Albert Einstein said, “In-
sanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and ex-
pecting different results.” If 
we accept this notion, then it’s 
time for some in the animal 
rights movement to find a good 
shrink. Why do urban, vegan, 
pleather-wearing folks believe 
that continually insulting agri-
culture, by condescending to 

and patronizing this country’s 
food producers, that one day 
we’ll shout “hallelujah” as the 
scales fall from our collective 
eyes and we’ll beg their forgive-
ness for our sins?

The evidence this week is 
word out of Nebraska from 
state agricultural producer 
groups that a new organization 
has been formed – “We Support 
Agriculture” – announced at 
press conferences in Omaha, 
Lincoln and at Corn Husker 
Days in Grand Island.

Nebraska Farm Bureau, 
Nebraska Cattlemen, Nebraska 
Pork, Nebraska Poultry and 
Nebraska Dairy each ponied 
up $5,000 to fund a coalition 
of folks ready to do battle 
with, among others, “extreme 
animal rights organizations,” 
those who seek to outlaw on-
farm production practices. 
Also created is the “Alliance 
for the Future of Agriculture in 
Nebraska,” a charitable public 
education foundation.

Enter Wayne Pacelle, presi-
dent of the Humane Society of 
the U.S. (HSUS), quoted in the 
Omaha World-Herald and the 
Lincoln Journal Star calling the 
effort a “charade” and paranoia 
run amok,” accusing Nebraska 
agriculture of refusing to ad-
dress his personal definition 
of animal welfare “problems.” 
Ever since Gov. Dave Heine-
man told HSUS to go pound 
salt if it thought it could coerce 
the $15-billion state ag indus-
try to negotiate with HSUS its 
future – Heineman’s widely 
quoted statement: “In Nebras-

ka, no deal, no compromise” 
– Pacelle’s nose has been out 
of joint with our Corn Husker 
friends. And he lost his well-
connected state lobbyist in the 
dust up.  Full article at Brown-
field Ag News http://tinyurl.
com/3ey769v  

News & Legislation 
Briefs October 12, 2011

Dear SAOVA Friends,

Last week I attended our 
local HSUS grassroots meeting 
which proved to be eventful 
as well as enlightening.  As 
requested on the web event 
calendar, I submitted an RSVP 
for the meeting and received a 
confirmation. However, the day 
before the scheduled meeting 
I received an email from our 
HSUS State Director informing 
me this was a private meeting 
for animal advocates interested 
in helping animals and our 
shelters, and she felt that my 
agenda would not be the same. 
Politely, she then suggested that 
it would be better if I did not 
attend.  The meeting was being 
held in our public library and 
after assurances from officials 
that my attendance could not 
be blocked, friends and I sat in 
on the meeting and proceeded 
to take notes on her presenta-
tion. 

ADVOCATING FOR ANI-
MALS – CREATING CHANGE 
was the presentation title.  Sub-
title and focus was “working to 
support our shelters” because 
our shelters are in crisis.  Speak-
ing from the role of animal 
control’s new best friend, it was 
stated that understanding the 


