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Bracco Italiano
Brittany
Drentsche Patrijshond
Pointer
Pointer (German Short-

haired)
Pointer (German Wire-

haired)
Portuguese Pointer
Setter (English)
Setter (Gordon)
Setter (Irish
Setter (Irish Red & White
Small  Muenstenlander 

Pointer
Spinone Italiano
Stabyhoun
Vizsla
Weimaraner
Wirehaired Pointing Grif-

fon
Wirehaired Vizsla
Group 2: Sporting - Retriev-

ers & Spaniels

(21 breeds/varieties)
Barbet
Koolkerhondje
Lagotto Romagnolo
Retriever (Chesapeake 

Bay)
Retriever (Curly-Coated)
Retriever (Flat-Coated)
Retriever (Golden)
Retriever (Labrador)
Retriever (Nova Scotia Duck 

Tolling)
Spaniel (American Water)
Spaniel (Boykin)
Spaniel (Clumber)
Spaniel (Cocker) ASCOB
Spaniel (Cocker) Black
Spaniel (Cocker) Parti-col-

or
Spaniel (English Cocker)
Spaniel (English Springer)
Spaniel (Field)
Spaniel (Irish Water)

Spaniel (Sussex)
Spaniel (Welsh Springer)

 Judging Operations De-
partment 

PO Box 900062 
Raleigh, NC 27675-9062 
(919) 816-3880 
judgingops@akc.org 
www.akc.org 

Tentative -Group Realign-
ment Judging Procedure 

How will the group re-
alignment affect the approval 
of judges? 

There are presently an ad-
equate number of approved 
judges to judge all breeds cur-
rently admitted to the registry 
and groups as they are current-
ly aligned, and, therefore, there 
will be an adequate number of 
approved judges after breeds 
are realigned. 

Following is staff’s proposal 
to approve group judges to ac-
commodate the realignment of 
breeds to be finalized pending 
Board approval. It is a one time 
adjustment to the pool of AKC 
judges that is a necessary expe-
dience but in no way suggests 
that the historically high quality 
of the AKC group and best in 
show judging pool be diluted 
by relaxing present policy and 
lowering standards for group 
approval. The opportunities 
proposed are not intended to 
provide a shortcut to group 
approval or to be the first step 
in the eroding of requirements 
to judge groups. 

Where it is indicated that ad-
ditional breeds are to be applied 
for, there will be no restrictions 
regarding judging status. That 
is to say, judges with provi-
sional status in some breeds 
may apply for these needed 
breeds. Further, provisional 
status for breeds applied for 
during the adjustment window 
(from implementation date two 
year anniversary) to maintain 
group judging status should 
not inhibit regular application 
progression. 

Considering the publicity 
the proposed realignment has 
received and the latest pro-
posed time line (earliest possi-
ble implementation on January 
1, 2015), judges will have nearly 
five years (until January 1, 2017) 
to acquire breeds to maintain 
group approval. There will 
be no restrictions limiting the 
number of breeds or status 
of judges applying for breeds 
needed to maintain approved 
status granted by virtue of this 
adjustment. 

Sporting Groups All judges 
approved to judge the Sporting 
Group as it is presently com-
posed are already approved (or 
will automatically be approved) 
to judge all of the breeds in 
both new Sporting Groups. In 
addition, those judges not ap-
proved for the entire Sporting 
group but are approved for all 
currently recognized breeds in 
either the proposed Sporting 
– Pointer & Setter or Sporting – 
Retriever & Spaniel groups will 
automatically be approved to 
judge that respective group. 


