
42
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

December 2011/January 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com

News From The AKC

Memorandum for AKC 
BOD and AKC Delegates

Subject: 
Group 

Realignment 
- The time has 

come
In October, 2007, the AKC 

Board of Directors appointed a 
committee to evaluate the exist-
ing alignment of breeds within 
the seven variety groups and 
determine if a different align-
ment would better serve the 
Sport.

In 2009, the committee re-
ported its recommendations to 
expand the number of groups 
from seven to ten and to move 
breeds from the current groups 
to the new groups. The propos-
al was scheduled to be voted 
on at the March 2010 Delegate 
meeting.

At the March, 2010 Delegate 
meeting, the Committee rec-
ommended that the proposal 
be referred back to the BOD, 
as additional information had 
rendered a vote premature. 
The BOD subsequently referred 
the action back to a re-formed 
Realignment committee, which 
began its work in 2010.

In accomplishing its task the 
Realignment Committee met in 

requires Delegate approval to 
amend Chapter 3, Sections 1, 15, 
17, 18, 19 and 20, and Chapter 6, 
Section 3 of the Rules Applying 
to Dog Shows. Concurrently, 
the committee notes that it may 
be useful to remove the refer-
ence to the number of groups 
from all of the above sections, 
except Chapter 3, Section 1.

In addition, Chapter 2 of 
the Rules Applying to Registra-
tion and Discipline refers to the 
number of groups, and would 
require Delegate approval to 
amend.

The committee, by submis-
sion of this report, requests 
the Board of Directors of the 
American Kennel Club, in ac-
cordance with Article XX of the 
Bylaws of the American Kennel 
Club, propose and submit the 
necessary amendments to the 
Delegate body, to be read at the 
December, 2011 meeting of the 
Delegate Body, published in 
two issues of AKC Gazette, and 
voted upon at the March, 2012 
meeting of the Delegate Body.

Respectfully submitted,

The Realignment Committee

The Groups – projections 
with breeds currently in the 
Groups, Miscellaneous Class 
and Foundation Stock Service

(numbers based on inclu-
sion of new breeds and some 
movement within the groups, 
as some breeds are recom-
mended for reassignment)

Group 1: Sporting – Pointers 
& Setters

(18 breeds)

person, via conference call and 
through email coordination. In 
its study, the committee con-
sidered the current groupings, 
the previous comments from 
all stakeholders, the develop-
ment of AKC record keeping 
and event management soft-
ware, the numbers of breeds 
in the recognition pipeline and 
AKC plans for streamlining 
the breed recognition process, 
and the parallel work of the 
AKC Judging Approval Process 
committee. A composite of Fre-
quently Asked Questions (and 
Answers) that provide detail is 
included in this summary Sig-
nificant changes in the Groups 
include splitting the Working 
Group into three groups, the 
Hound Group into two groups 
and the Sporting Group into 
two groups. A listing of pro-
posed Groups as well as a sug-
gested composition is included 
in this summary.

Note that this is a two-step 
process. The first step will be 
the approval by the Delegate 
Body for the addition of four 
groups. The Board of Direc-
tors will then be tasked with 
the placement of breeds within 
those groups. It is expected that 
the reasoned input of the fancy 
will be an integral part of the 
placement.

The committee recommends 
the addition of four groups to 
the listing currently in place 
(7 groups). This change which 


