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the Texas coast and may also 
impact their ability to return 
to northern breeding grounds 
in a condition for optimum re-
production and survival. Those 
effects make the local drought 
a continental problem.

“Hard decisions have al-
ready been made, and more dif-
ficult ones are likely to come,” 
Merendino said. “This is going 
to be a long term issue and it 
is vital that decision makers 
realize the far-reaching impacts 
of water restrictions on agri-
culture, waterfowl and other 
wildlife.  DU is working to 
ensure that rice production and 
wildlife habitat interests are 
fully understood by all parties. 
DU volunteers and staff have 
met with LCRA to discuss the 
situation and to seek long-term 
solutions, understanding that 
none of them will come quickly 
or cheaply.”

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

DU touts benefits of 
proposed habitat project 

in Minnesota
Today, Ducks Unlimited 

Director of Public Policy Barton 
James testified in support of a 
Minnesota project that aims to 
enhance 5,000 acres of habitat 
and expand sportsmen’s access. 
After James highlighted to the 
Civil Works Review Board the 
positive impact that enhanc-
ing Marsh Lake will have on 
waterfowl populations, sports-
men and the local economy, the 
project was approved and will 
now advance to the next stage 
of the review process. 

“In Minnesota alone, over 
1 million hunters and anglers 
spend about $3.4 billion annu-
ally pursuing their outdoor in-
terests and support 55,000 jobs 
within the state,” James said. “It 
is important that Congress sup-
port conservation projects such 
as the Marsh Lake enhance-
ment that conserve habitat and 
provide positive benefits to 
waterfowl, sportsmen and local 
businesses.” 

Marsh Lake is a 5,000-acre 
shallow lake near Appleton, 
Minn. that has a history of 
heavy use by waterfowl and 
waterfowl hunters. The U.S. 
Corps of Engineers and Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources propose to improve 
water management capabil-
ity for Marsh Lake through an 
Ecosystem Restoration Project. 
The project would improve 
the Minnesota DNR’s ability 
to enhance the lake’s ecology 
by renovating a dam struc-

ture and restoring the original 
Pomme de Terre River channel 
to enter the Minnesota River 
downstream of Marsh Lake, as 
it once did naturally. The lake 
lies within the Lac Qui Parle 
Wildlife Area, which the Min-
nesota DNR manages. 

“Shallow lakes are critical 
waterfowl, birding and wildlife 
habitat,” said Tom Landwehr, 
commissioner of the Minne-
sota Department of Natural Re-
sources. “The ability to manage 
water levels to adapt to chang-
ing conditions, and restoration 
of the original river channel will 
significantly enhance and ex-
pand recreational opportunities 
in and around Marsh Lake and 
the Pomme de Terre River.”  

Increased inflows in recent 
years of water, nutrients and 
invasive fish, such as common 
carp, have degraded the lake. 
The new structure will allow 
the Minnesota DNR to lower 
lake water levels periodically 
to allow natural fish winterkill 
to reduce carp abundance, im-
prove water clarity and allow 
aquatic plants to expand. 

“The water quality and 
habitat in Marsh Lake are now 
severely degraded, and the 
lake is almost devoid of aquatic 
plants, ducks, and the hunters 
who follow them,” said Ryan 
Heiniger, DU director of con-
servation programs for Minne-
sota. “This partnership project 
between the Corps and DNR 
will bring the lake back to life, 
and we applaud them.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-


