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For more than 77 years, the 
federal duck stamp has been 
conserving prime waterfowl 
habitat while also expanding 
hunting opportunities and 
land access across the country.  
While the stamp has helped to 
conserve over 5.3 million acres 
of waterfowl habitat, its buying 
power has been diminished 
over the years. The cost of the 
stamp has not increased since 
1991, marking the longest pe-
riod in the program’s history 
without a price increase.

“Simply put, $15 is not what 
it used to be,” said Hall. Ducks 
Unlimited supports efforts 
to ensure that the investment 
waterfowl hunters have made 
to protect waterfowl habitat 
over the years is sustained 
into the future. And it is up to 
duck hunters and all who enjoy 
wetlands and waterfowl to con-
tinue the conservation legacy 
of the federal duck stamp. “For 
these reasons, Ducks Unlim-
ited supports legislation that 
would immediately increase 
the price of the stamp from $15 
to $25, which would allow the 
program’s revenues to keep 
pace with inflation,” explained 
Hall.

To call attention to this issue, 
Ducks Unlimited is asking duck 
hunters and other waterfowl 
enthusiasts to “double up for 
the ducks” by purchasing two 
federal duck stamps this year. 
The purpose of the campaign 
is to show that hunters support 
the program and are willing to 
pay more for the duck stamp 
in order to conserve waterfowl 
habitat.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org, for more 
information.

Six NAWCA projects 
approved in Great Plains 

Region
The Migratory Bird Conser-

vation Council has approved six 
conservation projects that will 
positively impact waterfowl 
habitat in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Montana. If funded 
and completed, these projects 
will conserve more than 47,000 
acres. Dollars for these projects 
will come from North Ameri-
can Wetland Conservation Act 
grants and matching funds pro-
vided by non-federal partners. 

The approved NAWCA 
projects focus on techniques to 
target priority waterfowl habi-
tats for conservation, protect-
ing habitat, restoring wetlands 
and associated grasslands and 
development of sustainable 
grazing systems. 

“Whether these projects are 
a go depends on how much 

money comes through the 
door,” DU Manager of Con-
servation Programs Randy 
Renner said. “We need to wait 
until Congress finalizes the 
federal appropriations, then 
we will know how much fund-
ing NAWCA will receive and 
which projects will be funded. 
It is likely that several projects 
will go unfunded, and we will 
have lost a great conservation 
opportunity.” 

The MBCC ranked each of 
the 21 NAWCA project pro-
posals and those ranked lower 
on the list are less likely to get 
funded if appropriations are 
limited. One of the projects 
in Montana is ranked second, 
while two South Dakota proj-
ects are ranked 18 and 19. 

A recent message from the 
MBCC to grantees said grant 
agreement processing would 
be delayed “due to the uncer-
tainty concerning the appropri-
ated FY 2012 funding level for 
NAWCA.” 

The strength of NAWCA 
lies in the matching funds 
that come from non-federal 
partners. NAWCA is a good 
investment of federal dollars. 
The six Great Plains region 
projects have tremendous sup-
port from partners who have 
provided more than $7.9 mil-
lion in matching funds to the 
$6 million federal investment. 
NAWCA is a cost-effective, bi-
partisan, match-based program 
that on average raises 3.2 non-
federal dollars for every federal 
dollar invested.


