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restoration, and control of inva-
sive species. Becky Humphries, 
Director of Ducks Unlimited’s 
Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional 
Office, and Nels Swenson, Wis-
consin State Chair accepted the 
award. 

“We’re honored to be rec-
ognized by the Wisconsin Wet-
lands Association,” said Sw-
enson. “It’s exciting to accept 
this award on behalf of nearly 
36,000 Wisconsin DU members. 
Their passion for conserva-
tion is what brought us here 
tonight.” 

Last year volunteers from 
Wisconsin Ducks Unlimited 
raised more than $2 million 
through fundraisers taking 
place throughout the state. 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

$1.2 Million Coastal 
Restoration Project 

Dedicated to Louisiana 
Conservationists

Representatives of Ducks 
Unlimited and several partner 
organizations gathered today 
at Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife 
Management Area to celebrate 
the completion of a $1.2 mil-
lion coastal restoration project 
in southeast Louisiana and to 
dedicate it to Ron and Jackie 
Bartels of Schriever. More than 
100 people attended the dedica-
tion event.

“Ducks Unlimited is pleased 
to recognize the Bartels’ un-
yielding commitment to conser-
vation by dedicating the Grand 
Bayou Unit project to them,” 
said DU Executive Secretary 
Dan Thiel. “Pointe-aux-Chenes 
WMA is one of the most popu-
lar public lands for waterfowl 
hunting in the state, and it 
is only fitting that Ron’s and 
Jackie’s conservation legacy be 
tied to it.”

The Bartels’ are well-known 
in the conservation arena for 
their pursuit of an impres-
sive list of international game 
species as well as for their 
dedication to conservation or-
ganizations such as the Safari 
Club International and Ducks 
Unlimited. Ron has been an 
active DU volunteer for many 
years and currently serves as 
the Advisory Senior Vice Presi-
dent for Membership. 

“If you’re going to harvest 
game, you absolutely must give 
back to the resource,” says Ron, 

manager at Eagle Consulting, 
LLC and Facilities, Inc. 

He and Jackie have im-
pressed upon their children and 
grandchildren the importance 
of a strong conservation ethic. 
At last count, 35 members from 
four generations of the Bartels 
family are carrying forward 
a passion for conservation 
through active support and in-
volvement in organizations like 
Ducks Unlimited. “It makes 
me feel great that everybody is 
involved,” Jackie said. 

The Grand Bayou project 
restored hydrology on approxi-
mately 3,255 acres of coastal 
marsh habitat through the 
installation of water control 
structures and levee work. In 
addition to enhancing public 
hunting opportunities on one 
of the most popular areas in the 
state, the work enables LDWF 
managers to restore and main-
tain coastal marsh vegetation 
and salinity levels that support 
migratory waterfowl, shore-
bird and neo-tropical songbird 
populations, resident mottled 
ducks and myriad other marsh-
dwelling species. 

“This project is a premier 
example of Ducks Unlimited’s 
work to restore vital Gulf Coast 
marshes,” Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Secretary Robert Barham said. 
“The efforts of all partners in-
volved greatly assist Wildlife 
and Fisheries’ efforts to effi-
ciently and effectively manage 
the area for waterfowl and a 
wide variety of fish and other 
wildlife.”


