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The coming waterfowl sea-
son is shaping up to be prom-
ising as well. The breeding 
ground population surveys and 
wetland pond counts showed 
great breeding pair numbers 
and habitat conditions. Flood-
ing along the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya rivers has pro-
vided significant freshwater 
inputs, and river levels remain 
high so stands of submersed 
aquatic vegetation attractive 
to ducks should be developing 
nicely. Also, most of the habi-
tat created through the MBHI 
program will be provided again 
for waterfowl in the rice prairie 
region.

“With the wet conditions 
on the breeding grounds, duck 
hunters should be excited about 
the upcoming season,” Dew 
said. “But some areas of Louisi-
ana are very dry and very salty, 
which will have an effect on 
habitat conditions locally. Keep 
your fingers crossed for some 
rain and cold fall and winter 
weather up north.”
DU adds to engineering 

staff in Iowa
Ducks Unlimited has hired 

engineer Rick Verchota to as-
sist with DU’s efforts in Iowa 
and surrounding states. DU’s 
conservation programs in Iowa 
have recently expanded to in-
clude a $9 million, multi-year 
partnership that includes re-
storing habitat through the Wet-
lands Reserve Program (WRP). 
Verchota has come on board to 
help meet that demand.

“I’m excited about joining 
the DU team and look forward 

to working with our partners 
in Iowa and the surrounding 
states to accomplish our wa-
terfowl habitat conservation 
goals,” Verchota said.

Verchota is stationed in Nora 
Springs and will be responsible 
for coordinating with the USDA 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, landowners and 
contractors to facilitate DU’s 
delivery of WRP acres. Verchota 
will oversee and manage on-
the-ground conservation proj-
ect implementation and add 
valuable in-state capacity and 
expertise to this program. He 
will also assist DU’s regional 
surveying, engineering and 
construction staff with other 
habitat projects.

Verchota is a registered pro-
fessional engineer with a civil 
engineering degree from Iowa 
State University. He recently 
retired from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation after 
holding various leadership 
positions during a successful 
24-year career. Verchota is also 
a long-time DU supporter and 
active volunteer.

“We welcome Rick to the 
Ducks Unlimited family, and 
we look forward to seeing him 
apply his skills to restoring 
wetlands and other waterfowl 
habitats in Iowa,” said Doug 
Lipetzky, DU senior regional 
engineer.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 

Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Ducks Unlimited 
Wisconsin chapter 

honored with wetlands 
award

Wetlands enthusiasts from 
around the state gathered re-
cently to recognize individu-
als and groups whose work 
advances the protection, resto-
ration, and enjoyment of Wis-
consin’s wetlands at Wisconsin 
Wetlands Association’s 2011 
Annual Membership Meeting 
and Wetlands Awards Cer-
emony. Ducks Unlimited’s 
Wisconsin chapter was honored 
among them.

The chapter received the 
Wetland Restoration Award for 
their work on wetland restora-
tion and enhancement projects 
throughout the state. Over the 
past 20 years, Ducks Unlimited 
has completed more than 1,800 
projects in Wisconsin, and re-
cently celebrated their 100,000th 
acre of habitat conserved in the 
state. Notable recent accom-
plishments include a 600-acre 
wetland enhancement project 
at Meadow Valley Wildlife 
Area and the Horicon Marsh 
Initiative, intended to raise 
$1.5 million for land protection, 


