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the interchangeable improved 
cylinder choke.

However, I must admit that 
all was not perfect. Anytime a 
company makes a new model 
be it a gun or an automobile, 
there are growing pains. The 
first problem I encountered 
was hanging up on the second 
round. At first I thought it was 
due to using hand loads. Such 
was not the case; it did it on 
factory as well. 

I hoped this would not be 
much of a problem on the hunt. 
Unfortunately that was not 
the case. I had failures to feed 
the second round happening 
much to often. The next prob-
lem I had was that it tried to 
eject and chamber the second 
round at the same time. It cre-
ated a jam so bad that I had 
to remove the barrel and pull 
the empty and loaded round 
out by hand. (Putting a new 
burnished chambered barrel 
on and adjusting the timing 
corrected this.)

After we arrived home we 
went to the Ozarks Shoot-
ers range north of Branson, 
MO where I shot my first two 
rounds of sporting clays. I only 
managed to get 26 out of 50. 
Not so hot! I was still having the 
same problems with the gun, 
with one additional. When I 
closed the action on the forward 
pump stroke, the gun fired with 
no finger input from me. (Ithaca 
had learned that a part of the 
trigger assembly had to have a 
bend in it, so they replaced the 
entire trigger assembly which 
fixed the problem.) So by now 

you are probably thinking this 
new model 37 is not as good as 
the “old” ones. 

Well here is the rest of the 
story. I called Zac and told him 
what was going on. He imme-
diately emailed me a pre-paid 
return shipping label. Ithaca 
stands behind their firearms 
100%. I couldn’t ask for better 
service from any company on 
any product.

They fixed all the problems. 
I now have the gun with the 
grade III wood, pre-war trap 
style checkering and it does 
indeed work perfectly, no more 
hang ups, timing problems or 
any other problems.

My friend Walt Snyder au-
thor of Ithaca Featherlight Re-
peaters…The

Best Gun Going, received 
his recently and has had no 
problems at all. Mine is also a 
great looking firearm. Take a 
look! I am one happy camper!

I want to publicly thank 

Ithaca and all the great folks 
working there who helped to 
make my dream a reality.

You can reach Chad Hines 
at Willow Creek Kennels in 
Little Falls,

MN. His web site is: www.
willowcreekkennels.net. The 
phone number is: 320-745-2331 
for the kennel.


