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need to get way back because 
most folks won’t go this far.” I 
should have gotten the idea by 
now? 

F i n a l l y , 
Beth suggest-
ed that perhaps 
we should start 
b a c k .  C h a d 
said: “Just a little further.” We 
trudged on one footin front of 
the other, with Chad trying to 
encourage us by saying: “It’s 
not much further, just around 
the next bend…I think.”

Beth and I were both pray-
ing for the strength to get out 
of there, as you couldn’t drive 
a vehicle in. I began thinking 
“911, helicopter rescue!” Thank 
God, we finally found the “real 
next bend” and the truck. We 
all learned that at our age, and 
even younger, an eight to ten 
mile hike in that terrain is crazy! 
We all, less than fondly, remem-
ber that as the “Basic Training, 
Minnesota style”.

During the “boot camp” day 
I got to shoot at perhaps three 
grouse and one woodcock. I 
scored 0 on the grouse and 1 
on the woodcock. I must say 
that was the quickest I think 
I have ever moved! The bird 
was dead inside of twenty feet. 
Chad said: “Wow, you just 
pulled up and shot him!”

By the next morning I had 
still not recovered enough to 
consider doing it again. We 
took that day off and met 
up with Chad the following 
day for a half-day hunt. We 
hunted on a piece of land very 
close to the kennel. It was bird 

heaven! 

During that half-day hunt 
and the following day’s hunt, 

we put up about eighty-five 
birds, with perhaps fifteen 
percent being woodcock, the 
rest grouse. Of course I didn’t 
get to shoot at all of them, in 
fact not even most of them. I 
missed some very easy shots; I 
found out that the more tired I 
became the worse I shot. 

The grouse seemed to be 
happy at that, and besides, 
according to Gorden Gullion, 
author of The Ruffed Grouse, 
they are able to go from sitting 
still to 70 mph in one second! 
The final score was a grouse 
victory. I only managed three 
grouse, two woodcock and one 
pheasant. I think I must have 
fired about twenty rounds of 
3/4oz #7 1/2 shot and a few 
rounds of #6 on the pheasant. 
No one said grouse hunting 

was easy, and the killing wasn’t 
easy either. There were many 
places where you couldn’t even 

get the gun up 
to shoot.

I must say 
that “Lil’ Big-
gin” as we have 
since started 

calling my Ithaca, was as light 
a shotgun as I have ever car-
ried. (It’s mighty small but kills 
like a big gun) It only weighs 
5 lbs. 9 oz. and since I carried 
it much more than I shot it the 
reduced weight was greatly 
appreciated. 

The folks at Ithaca have 
done a great job with this shot-
gun. It is not a 20 gauge receiver 
with a 28 gauge Barrel. It is 
built from the ground up as a 
28 gauge gun. This shotgun is 
all steel and American walnut. 
To top it off the entire gun is 
American made! The smooth-
ness of the action has to be felt 
to believe. It is extremely fast to 
get to your shoulder, it handles 
effortlessly. 

The bottom ejection is a 
great help in the woods; 
it tends to pick up much 
less extraneous material 
than side ejection guns. It 
worked pretty good for the 
almost 400 rounds of skeet 
that I fired before the hunt. 
I find it must pattern very 
well because I managed to 
hit a large percentage of the 
clays. I was surprised that 
such a diminutive gauge 
would break birds as well 
as it did. All of my clay and 
real bird shooting was with 


