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On day two based on the Fri-

day evaluation, the real training 
starts. Following South Dakota 
hunting regs, you can only shoot 
three birds a day. That can become 
an issue with the number of wild 
birds Bill & Kathy have. But it’s just 
something Bill and his clients just 
need to watch, many a bird may get 
flushed and let go, since training 
and evaluating dogs is the point of 
the weekend. Also on Saturday they 
work on retrieving, obedience and 
whistle training. 

The Saturday I was at Big 
Spur there was 
three guys going 
through the pro-
gram. Chad from 
Stil lwater,  NY 
and his two year 
old Drahthaar, 
Mark with his 
eight month old 
French Brit, and 
Duff from Dallas, 
TX and his eight 
month old Eng-
lish Setter. Duff 
had been out at 
the Big Spur a 
handful of times 
during regular 
hunting season 
and was working 
on a new pup.

All the guys 
felt the program was well worth it 
and they were learning a lot. And 
when I talked to them, they were 
barely half way through the pro-
gram. It sure does help to have a 
trained eye there to assist you. One 
of the things Bill will do is run one 
dog at a time, so the other hunters 
can watch and get some hunting/
training ideas. Then he will put mul-
tiple dogs on the hunts, as will be 
the case when the dogs are actually 
hunting in a group. That and seeing 
a lot of different cover can bring a 
lot of training experience in a short 
period of time. 

Bill working with Duff’s English Setter

Chad, Duff and Mark with their 
dogs

In addit ion to 
the December pro-
gram, Bill and Kathy 
also train dogs. They 
charge $475 a month 
plus birds. They have 
five or six French Brit-
tany litters a year, for 
which they get $800 a 
pup. They occasional-
ly offer started dogs. 

The Dillion’s have 
had French Brittanys 
for twelve years, they 
started in American 

Brits in the 1970s, but felt the French 
Brittany is a more naturally consis-
tent dog. The French and American 
Brits have common ancestors. To 
be a registered French Brittany the 
dog must have 1/32 or less Ameri-
can Brittany blood. The French and 
American lines broke apart in the 
1930s. About half of the dogs Dil-
lon’s kennel are imported. They 
have their dogs registered at Penn 
Hip and OFA. Bill also made sure I 
knew they always had three dogs at 
a time in the house in a basic rota-
tion, so they are just as much family 
dogs as hunting dogs. For a pick of 

the litter, you need to be the first one 
with money in, but with six litters a 
year, that is not an impossibility.

Bill and Kathy are very active in 
the national French Brittany move-
ment, Bill being the national presi-
dent. The breed is now recognized 
by the UKC as the Epagneul Breton 
and the French Brittany Gun Dog 
Association, the breeds national par-
ent club,  is working with the UKC 
are starting a new field trial program 
closely resembling the European 
field trial program working with 
wild birds. The Europeans trial in 
the spring when they don’t shoot 
birds and in fall when they do. 

This spring the annual French 
Brittany national meeting and 
events will be at the Amo Bird Dog 
Club, a major NSTRA testing site, in 
Coatsville, IN on May 2-4. You can 
contact the Dillons if you have any 
questions about any of what I have 
talked about they are at 605-724-
2358 or catch their website www.
bigspur.com
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