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As a writer and publisher be-
lieve it or not I don’t get asked to 
attend much, so when asked if I 
would come out and do an article 
on a new training program in South 
Dakota by one of my advertisers 
and one of the gods of the French 
Brittany organization, I felt it my 
obligation to go. 

Bill Dillon of Big Spur Lodge 
and Plum Creek Kennels puts on the 
program and I know no other like it 
in the country. It’s a weekend hunt-
ing and training with a professional 
trainer on wild birds. The cost.... 
hold on is $1500. You may say that 
is a bit steep. But as with anything, 
break down 
the costs and 
you will see 
it’s not a bad 
deal.

Lets look 
at what you 
get for $1500. 
You get three 
days of hunt-
ing wild birds 
in South Da-
kota. Last I 
checked that 
w a s  w o r t h 
at least $100 
a day. We are 
up to $300. 
Then you get 
to stay at their 
lodge, which 

includes a pool table, 
big screen TV and a hot 
tub. Add another $100 a 
night to the package. We 
are now up to $600. And 
we haven’t even talked 
about why you would 
enroll in this program, 
the training.

Check out the price 
of a professional trainer. 
The average trainer will 
charge you $300 - $400 a 
month to train your dog. For that 
you get about 10 minutes a day of 
serious hands on work with your 
dog. Ten minutes a day times thirty 

days is 300 minutes 
or five hours. And 
we haven’t added the 
cost of birds. With Bill 
Dillon’s program you 
hunt live birds six to 
seven hours a day. 
So in three days you 
get about equivalent 
of three months of 
training, and again 
on live, not planted 
birds. So add another 
$900 to the cost and 
walla $1500. Now 
add to that, you are 
getting professional 
help with your dog 
right there, which 
you don’t get when 
you send your dog 

away. 

Some may argue you can not 
instill in three days what you can 
in three months. That I would agree 
with. I am not saying this program 
is for everyone. But it is an interest-
ing alternative to the traditional 
trainer.

Where I see the program fitting 
in is with a two or three year old dog 
that has gone through basic training 
and has seen a few seasons of birds 
in front of them. This is a great a way 
to finish the dog and correct any bad 
habits the average novice hunter 

could not do themselves.

Bill Dillon runs a nice place. Big 
Spur Lodge is near Armour, South 
Dakota about an hour south of 
Mitchell. I left Minneapolis at about 
3 AM and was in by 9 AM.... the 
things I do for my readers. Now I’m 
not saying that they are at the end of 
the earth, but on the way I saw a big 
sign that read Dudley Cemetery two 
miles. If a cemetery two miles away 
is the only thing worthy a sign that 
is close to the middle of no-where. 
It is the part of the country where 
farms are measured by mile sections 
not acres. 

Bill and his wife Kathy were 
very gracious hosts. They took me 
for a tour of their place which is of 
equal to any hunting lodge around. 
Beyond the big screen TVs and hot 
tubs, they have a great accommoda-
tions. Though they will only take 
four hunters during their Decem-
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