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kdwp.state.ks.us, and click “Hunt-
ing/Migratory Birds/ Waterfowl 
Reports.” For a detailed map of the 
duck zone boundaries and other 
regulations, pick up a copy of the 
2010 Kansas Hunting and Furhar-
vesting Regulations Summary, 
available at all Kansas Wildlife 
and Parks offices and most license 
vendors, or download the booklet 
from the KDWP website.

Minnesota 
areas with liMitation 

off liMits to atVs, 
eVen during hunting 

seasons
When hunting in Minnesota state 

forests this fall, hunters may en-
counter signs the identify the site 
as an “Area with Limitations.”

The big game hunter/trapper 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) excep-
tions allow cross-country travel 
off roads and trails in state forests 
classified as “limited,” and off 
roads, trails and access routes in 
state forests classified as “man-
aged” under the following condi-
tions: 

    * To retrieve big game (Septem-
ber through December).

    * Hunt for big game and con-
struct stands (October through 
December).

    * Trap during the open season 
for protected furbearers.

    * Trap for minnows under 
certain conditions.

To qualify for the big game hunt-
er/trapper exception, the ATV 
user must have a valid hunting, 
trapping or commercial trapping 
license in possession, and the ATV 
used must be a Class 1 vehicle 
(weighs less than 1,000 pounds). 

Areas with limitations have 
been set aside to provide a non-
motorized hunting experience as 
well as to protect some sensitive 

or threatened sites of outstanding 
biodiversity. For those reasons, the 
hunter/trapper exception does not 
apply to these specified areas. 

Hunters must know the local 
regulations for the state forest 
and wildlife management areas 
in which they are hunting. The 
Minnesota Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Handbook provides 
detailed information. 

Montana 
PerMission is 

required to hunt on 
PriVate land

Hunters—don’t delay. Montana 
law requires hunters to obtain 
permission for all hunting on pri-
vate land.  

Landowners may grant permis-
sion in a face-to-face contact or 
over the phone, in writing or by 
posting signs that explain the type 
of hunting allowed and under 
what conditions.

It is a hunter’s responsibility to 
always carry a copy of the current 
hunting regulations and appropri-
ate maps to ensure that he or she 
knows whose land they are on or 
what game may be legally taken.

north dakota 
2010 Plots guide

(Private Land Open to Sports-
men)

Valid through spring 
2011

The annual PLOTS guide locates 
lands open to hunting through 
agreements between the Depart-
ment and private landowners, 
as well as public lands such as 
wildlife management and water-
fowl production areas. Printed 
guides are available from license 
vendors and county auditors lo-
cated around the state. See the list 

of locations where PLOTS guides 
are available.

Note:  PLOTS maps change fre-
quently as new tracts are added 
and others are removed.  Maps 
on this page are the most current 
available and are updated periodi-
cally to reflect recent changes. 

What to do if you find a discrep-
ancy between the PLOTS Guide 
and conditions on the ground?  If 
you find an area listed as a PLOTS 
tract, but that is not marked with 
yellow triangular PLOTS signs 
from the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department, the department 
suggests that you err on the side 
of caution and avoid entering the 
area until you have checked it out 
with us. 

Get the Department’s interactive 
PLOTS maps in real time - Note: 
Turn off popup blocker.

Nonresident hunting restric-
tion.  Nonresidents may not hunt 
on lands owned or leased by the 
North Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment, including State Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs) and 
Private Lands Open To Sports-
men (PLOTS), for the first week 
of pheasant season (October 9-15). 
This restriction applies to all types 
of hunting, not just pheasants.  
This restriction does not apply to 
lands owned or managed by other 
state agencies such as state school 
lands, federal lands such as US 
Fish and Wildlife Service Water-
fowl Production Areas (WPAs), or 
to private lands not enrolled in the 
G&F PLOTS program.

PLOTS maps and related docu-
ments appear in PDF format.  
To view or print them requires 
Adobe® Acrobat® Reader®. Get 
it free at http://get.adobe.com/
reader/

New! Public Use of Game and 
Fish Department Private Land 
Open to Sportsmen (PLOTS) 
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Lands - Effective October 1, 2010. 
PLOTS 30-04-08-01. Public access 
and use. All Private Land Open 
To Sportsmen (PLOTS) property 
is open only for public walk-in 
access for the purpose of hunt-
ing within legal hunting seasons, 
or as signed. All other activities 
require written permission from 
the property owner. As used in 
this section, PLOTS is private land 
enrolled by the department for 
purposes of hunting as established 
under North Dakota Century 
Code section 20.1-02-27. Walk-in 
access for purposes of this sec-
tion is defined as an individual 
traveling by foot with any legal 
weapon, equipment, accessories, 
and provisions for the purposes 
of hunting. Hunting weapons, 
equipment, accessories, or provi-
sions may not be left unattended 
on PLOTS without written permis-
sion of the property owner. Any 
person who violates this section 
is guilty of a noncriminal offense 
and shall pay a one hundred dollar 
fee. Go here for more information 
regarding these changes - includes 
Frequently Asked Questions.

soMe refuges oPen 
to late-season uP-

land gaMe
North Dakota hunters are 

reminded that several national 
wildlife refuges open to late-
season upland game bird hunt-
ing the day after the deer gun 
season closes.

Arrowwood, Audubon, Des 
Lacs, J. Clark Salyer, Lake Alice, 
Lake Zahl, Long Lake, Lost-
wood, Tewaukon (pheasants 
only), and Upper Souris NWRs 
open Nov. 22.

However, portions of each 
refuge are closed to hunting. 
Hunters should contact refuge 
headquarters for map leaflets 
designating closed areas and 

other restrictions: Arrowwood 
(701) 285-3341; Audubon (701) 
442-5474; Des Lacs (701) 385-4046; 
J. Clark Salyer (701) 768-2548; Lake 
Alice (701) 662-8611; Lake Zahl 
(701) 965-6488; Long Lake (701) 
387-4397; Lostwood (701) 848-
2722; Tewaukon (701) 724-3598; 
and Upper Souris (701) 468-5467.

National wildlife refuges are 
managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunters are re-
minded that use of nontoxic shot 
is required on all USFWS lands. 
State regulations found in the 
North Dakota 2010-11 Small Game 
Guide apply. Seasons for pheasant, 
sharp-tailed grouse, Hungarian 
partridge and ruffed grouse close 
statewide on Jan. 2, 2011.

new haMPshire
n.h. toPograPhic MaPs 
now aVailable on fish 

and gaMe website
Great news for New Hamp-

shire hikers, hunters and outdoor 
enthusiasts: the N.H. Fish and 
Game Department has created 
topographic maps of the entire 
state, available for free at www.

wildnh.com/maps. The topo 
maps, in PDF format and sized 
to print on an 8.5”x11” sheet of 
paper, include the latest available 
geographic information for the 
state at a scale of 1:31,680 (1 inch 
per half-mile). The maps include 
roads, municipal boundaries, wa-
ter bodies, conservation proper-
ties, state and national forests and 
parks and more.

To find a map, go to www.
wildnh.com/maps, click on Topo 
Maps, and click on a town name. 
A small map of the town will come 
up, with red lines and labels to 
show each available PDF topo 
map. Below the small map is a list 
of map names keyed to the labels 
shown. Click on the name of the 
map you want to download.

Each PDF map is less than 500 
KB in size for fast downloading, 
and may be opened with Adobe 
Reader version 8 or newer. Each 
topo map represents a quarter of 
a U.S. Geological Survey “quad” 
map; 851 of these “quarter-quads” 
cover the 259 towns and unincor-
porated places of New Hampshire, 
and each is available as a topo 

(showing land contours) or 
with a photographic back-
ground.

The background scanned 
images of U.S. Geological 
Survey paper topographic 
maps are from the National 
Geographic Society provided 
through ArcGIS Online, a 
map service with land cover 
imagery for the world and 
detailed topographic maps 
for the United States at mul-
tiple scales. The photography 
(2009) is from the National 
Agriculture Imagery Pro-
gram. The other data lay-
ers are from NH GRANIT, 
the statewide geographic 
information system clear-
inghouse.
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The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department works to con-
serve, manage and protect the 
state’s fish and wildlife and their 
habitats, as well as providing the 
public with opportunities to use 
and appreciate these resources.

oklahoMa 
Zone 2 waterfowl 

hunters to start off 
duck season noV. 6

Zone 2 duck hunters will kick off 
their regular duck season Nov. 6

The season on ducks, mergansers 
and coots in Zone 2 runs Nov. 
6 through Nov. 28 and Dec. 11 
through Jan. 16.

Zone 2 includes most of Okla-
homa, excluding the northwest 
portions and the Panhandle. The 
Zone 2 opener will bring the entire 
state into duck season, as the Pan-
handle and Zone 1 seasons have 
already begun.

According to Josh Richardson, 
migratory game bird biologist 
for the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation, the outlook 
on the season has both positive 
and negative key points.

“On the bad side, warm weather 
has so far kept birds farther north 
of us, and an unusual dry stretch 
has wetland habitat in many areas 
in poor condition,” Richardson 
said. “On the good side, this was 
another banner production year in 
the prairie pothole region and the 
birds will have to come through 
at some point. They may not stay 
for long, but they will definitely 
come through. Hunter’s wanting 
the best chance of success this year 
will really need to pay attention to 
the weather and do their scouting 
to know when the birds are com-
ing through and where to catch 
them when they’re here.”

Though Oklahoma weather can 
change and dry spells can end 

with a single rainstorm, sportsmen 
should be prepared in case dry 
conditions persist.

“If it does stay dry, it would be 
a good time to try some of our 
public wetland areas,” Richardson 
said. “While many lakes and pri-
vate ponds, sloughs and wetlands 
are dependent on natural rainfall, 
many of our wetland units are set 
up with alternate means of flood-
ing, such as wells, pumps, or ir-
rigation lakes — alternatives that 
are often unfeasible for private 
landowners or hunters.”

Duck seasons statewide remain 
unchanged from last season, ex-
cept for adjustment of calendar 
dates, and the number of pintail 
that may be included in the daily 
limit of six ducks has been in-
creased from one to two.

Every year the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service proposes frame-
works to states for structuring 
their waterfowl seasons, and 
Oklahoma’s 74-day season and 
generous harvest limits represent 
a liberal season framework for 
hunters to enjoy.

Panhandle hunters began their 
hunting season first, on Oct. 9, 
followed by Zone 1 hunters who 
started Oct. 23. Youth days for 
Zone 1 were Oct. 16-17, and youth 
days for Zone 2 are Oct. 30-31.

The daily limit of six ducks may 
include no more than: five mal-
lards (only two may be hens), 
three wood ducks, two redheads, 
two scaup, two pintails and one 
canvasback. The daily limit of 
mergansers is five, of which no 
more than two may be hooded 
mergansers, and the daily limit of 
coots is 15.

More information and regula-
tions — including hunting license, 
waterfowl stamp and permit 
requirements — may be found in 
the current “Oklahoma Waterfowl 

Guide,” available online at wild-
lifedepartment.com or at locations 
where hunting licenses and duck 
stamps are sold.

south carolina
late-season Migra-

tory bird regulations 
set

The S.C. Natural Resources 
Board, the policy-making body of 
the S.C. Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), recently approved 
the 2010-2011 late migratory bird 
seasons and regulations from a 
framework set by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. The season 
and bag limit selections have been 
approved by the Service and pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

The 2010-11 migratory bird bro-
chure is available by writing to: 
DNR Migratory Bird Regulations, 
P.O. Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202; 
or by calling (803) 734-3886.

DUCKS (Excluding Sea Ducks) - 
Open Dates (All Dates Inclusive): 
Nov. 20--Nov. 27; Dec. 11--Jan. 30 
- Hunting hours: 1/2 Hour before 
Sunrise until Sunset - Bag limit: 
6 total, including no more than 
4 mallards (2 hen), 2 pintails, 1 
fulvous whistling duck, 1 black-
bellied whistling duck, 3 wood 
ducks, 2 redheads, 1 canvasback, 
2 scaup and either 1 black duck or 
1 mottled duck. - Possession limit: 
12 total, including no more than 
8 mallards (4 hens), 4 pintails, 2 
fulvous whistling ducks, 2 black-
bellied whistling ducks, 6 wood 
ducks, 4 redheads, 2 canvasbacks, 
4 scaup and either 2 black ducks 
or 2 mottled ducks or 1 black duck 
and 1 mottled duck.

MERGANSERS - Open Dates 
(All Dates Inclusive): Nov. 20--
Nov. 27; Dec. 11--Jan. 30 - Hunting 
hours: 1/2 Hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset - Bag limit: 5 (not to 
include more than 1 Hooded Mer-
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ganser) - Possession limit: 10 (not 
to include more than 2 Hooded 
Mergansers).

SEA DUCKS (eiders, scoters, 
long-tailed ducks) - Open Dates 
(All Dates Inclusive): Oct. 16--Jan. 
30 - Hunting hours: 1/2 Hour 
before Sunrise until Sunset - Bag 
limit: 7 (Not to include more than 
4 scoters) - Possession limit: 14 
(Not to include more than 8 sco-
ters) -- Sea ducks taken outside 
of the regular duck season may 
be hunted only in Atlantic Ocean 
waters separated from any shore, 
island or emergent vegetation by 
at least one mile of open water.

COOTS - Open Dates (All Dates 
Inclusive): Nov. 20--Nov. 27; Dec. 
11--Jan. 30 - Hunting hours: 1/2 
Hour before Sunrise until Sunset 
- Bag limit: 15 - Possession limit: 
30.

CANADA GEESE/WHITE 
FRONTED GEESE (Late Seasons) 
- Open Dates (All Dates Inclusive): 
Nov. 20--Nov. 27; Dec. 5—Feb. 4, 
Feb. 7-Feb. 10- Hunting hours: 1/2 
Hour before Sunrise until Sunset 
- Bag limit: 5 (not to include more 
than 2 white-fronted geese) - Pos-
session limit: 10 (not to include 
more than 4 white-fronted geese).  
This excludes all of Clarendon 
County, that portion of Orange-
burg County north of SC Highway 
6 and that portion of Berkeley 
County north of SC Highway 45 
from the Orangeburg County line 
to the junction of SC Highway 45 
and State Road S-8-31 and that 
portion west of the Santee Dam.

BLUE and SNOW GEESE - Open 
Dates (All Dates Inclusive): Nov. 
20--Nov. 27; Dec. 11--Jan. 30 - 
Hunting hours: 1/2 Hour before 
Sunrise until Sunset - Bag limit: 
25 - Possession limit: No limit.

BRANT - Open Dates (All Dates 
Inclusive): Dec. 12—Jan. 30 - Hunt-
ing hours: 1/2 Hour before Sunrise 

until Sunset - Bag limit: 2 - Posses-
sion limit: 4.

There is no open season on har-
lequin ducks.

Dec. 4, 2010 is State Youth Day. 
Only hunters 17 years of age or 
younger may hunt waterfowl 
(ducks and geese) on this day. The 
youth(s) must be accompanied by 
an adult of at least 21 years of age.  
The adult is not allowed to carry a 
gun or hunt, but must be properly 
licensed, including state and fed-
eral duck stamps.  Youth who are 
16 and 17 years of age who hunt 
on this day are not required to be 
licensed or have a state waterfowl 
stamp, but must possess a Fed-
eral Waterfowl Stamp. The regular 
duck season limits apply.

Feb. 5-6, 2011 are Federal Youth 
Days. Only hunters 15 years of age 
or younger may hunt waterfowl 
(ducks and geese) on these days. 
The youth(s) must be accompa-
nied by an adult of at least 18 years 
of age.  The adult is not allowed to 
carry a gun or hunt, and does not 
have to be licensed. The regular 
duck season limits apply.

Shooting hours for late season 
duck hunting are uniform state-
wide. Hunters should take notice 
that DNR law enforcement officers 
will pay special attention to “late 
shooting violations” through-
out South Carolina. Check local 
newspapers for sunrise and sunset 
times. Any South Carolina hunter 
born after June 30, 1979, must 
complete an approved hunter 
education course to purchase a 
hunting license.

Federally approved nontoxic 
shot (such as steel, bismuth-tin, 
tungsten-iron or tungsten-poly-
mer) is required for all waterfowl 
hunting. The possession of lead 
shot is prohibited for all waterfowl 
hunting statewide.

south dakota
surVey of gaMe Pro-
duction areas con-

tinues
A survey of hunters using Game, 

Fish and Parks managed Game 
Production Areas for public hunt-
ing opportunity will continue for 
the next several weeks.

The survey is being conducted 
by GFP to determine the effective-
ness of these Game Production 
Areas.

GFP will be focusing particular 
attention on five different counties 
to gain a more in-depth evaluation 
of the GPAs there. GFP staff will 
record use of select GPAs by count-
ing vehicles and leaving a survey 
card on the vehicle windshield. 
Hunters will be asked to complete 
the form and mail to GFP as soon 
as possible.

Areas that will be surveyed are in 
Brule, Campbell, Codington, Day 
and Minnehaha counties.

“Our management approach to 
these public areas revolve around 
wildlife production and citizen 
use,” Larry Gigliotti, GFP human 
dimension specialist, said. “We 
are going to be taking a very close 
look at the responses we get to this 
survey to help guide our manage-
ment goals and objectives.”

Gigliotti emphasized that pub-
lic cooperation in the survey ef-
forts will be crucial in gathering 
information. “I am so grateful to 
all the hunters who are willing to 
cooperate in these survey efforts. 
The more complete the survey 
returns are, the better our guiding 
information will be.”

south dakota’s Pub-
lic hunting MaPs now 

aVailable for aPPle 
iPhone

South Dakota has millions of 
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acres open to the public for hunt-
ing, fishing and exploration. To 
assist outdoor enthusiasts with 
these activities, the South Dakota 
Game Fish and Parks Department 
has created map books and down-
loadable GPS applications.

As a follow-up to the popular 
GPS maps, the SD GFP is unveiling 
an application that will be compat-
ible with Apple’s iPhone, iPad and 
iPod Touch devices.

“These applications and maps 
are free to the general public,” said 
GFP GIS Specialist Chris Marsh. 
“Once users download the ESRI 
arcGIS application to their Apple 
device, they can search for SD 
Hunting Maps. The application 
automatically brings our color 
coded hunting atlas maps into 
their phone, iPod or iPad.”

Users of the GFP maps via these 
devices should be aware that they 
will need active cell service to use 
the maps.

“These maps aren’t downloaded 
into the device, so internet con-
nectivity is needed to use them,” 
Marsh said. “Also, if the user 
wants to use the maps in the field 
to serve as a GPS, the Apple device 
has to have GPS functionality.Â 
All of the iPhones and some of the 
iPads have GPS capability.”

The GFP has plans to expand this 
program as well. “We are working 
on making these maps compatible 
with Blackberry, Windows Phone 
7 and Droid devices,” said Marsh. 
“We hope to have them ready 
within the next six months.”

Currently, outdoor enthusiasts 
can search digital maps through 
the GFP’s WILMA system, which 
offers users satellite imagery of 
public hunting areas as well as 
crop, grass, water and tree inven-
tories of Game Production Areas 
across the state. GPS users can 
also download the public hunting 

areas into many of their Garmin, 
Lowrance and Magellan GPS 
units.

For more information on the 
Apple, WILMA and GPS pro-
grams, visit the Game, Fish and 
Parks website.

tennessee 
twra to helP sPon-

sor young sPortsMan 
quail hunt at tellico 

lake wMa
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources 

Agency along with the Knoxville 
Quail Forever Chapter will spon-
sor a quail hunt at the McGhee-
Carson Unit of the Tellico Lake 
Wildlife Management Area on 
Nov. 6.

The hunt will be for young 
sportsman ages 10-16 that have 
passed a TWRA Hunter Education 
class. The hunt will start at 8 a.m. 
and continue until 5 p.m. Each 
young sportsman will need to be 
accompanied by a non-hunting 
adult. Because of time and space, 
this hunt will be limited to the first 
40 who call and register.

Each young sportsman, along 
with the non-hunting adult, a 
dog handler, and a dog, will enter 
a field where quail have been re-
leased. When a dog finds a quail, 
the young sportsman will be 
given the opportunity to harvest 
the bird. Each young sportsman 
will be given the opportunity to 
harvest three birds. There will be 
four fields available, so we will 
be able to accommodate several 
young sportsmen each hour.

Lunch will be provided by the 
Knoxville Quail Forever Chapter. 
The TWRA will have other ac-
tivities for the Young Sportsman 
to participate in such as skeet 
shooting and .22 target shooting. 
To register, call David Whitehead 
at (423) 884-6767 through Nov. 

5 between the hours of 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Please leave the young 
sportsman’s name and a tele-
phone number where they can be 
reached in case there is a weather 
problem.
twra accePting coM-

Ments on ProPosed 
sandhill crane hunt-

ing season
 The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency has established a web 
page providing information on 
sandhill cranes in Tennessee and a 
proposal for a sandhill crane hunt-
ing season in 2011-12. The agency 
is now accepting comments con-
cerning the proposed hunt and the 
comment period will run through 
Jan. 19, 2011.

The agency is expected to make 
a final recommendation on the 
proposed hunt to its commission 
in January 2011.

The breeding, migration and 
wintering range of the Eastern 
Population (EP) of sandhill cranes 
is located within the Mississippi 
and Atlantic flyways. The Eastern 
Population has seen significant 
growth during the past 30-40 
years. In Tennessee, wintering 
sandhill crane numbers have in-
creased substantially in the past 
two decades, averaging more than 
12,000 cranes annually since 2005. 
The 2010 mid-winter count docu-
mented more than 40,000 sandhill 
cranes, most of which were found 
in southeastern Tennessee.

The explosive growth in the 
crane in the last 20 years has gen-
erated much enthusiasm from 
both the wildlife watching public, 
and waterfowl hunters who see 
sandhill cranes as a potential new 
game species. Sandhill cranes are 
managed as a game species by 
the United States Fish & Wildlife 
Service.
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Sandhill cranes are hunted in 11 
states and three Canadian prov-
inces in the Central and Pacific 
flyways. Also, at current popula-
tion levels, sandhill crane impacts 
to agriculture are resulting in the 
annual issuance of 200-300 depre-
dation permits in the Mississippi 
Flyway states and over 100 addi-
tional depredation permits being 
issued in Canada.

 Comments may be submitted by 
mail to: Sandhill Crane Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management Di-
vision, P.O. 40747, Nashville, TN 
37204 or email by clicking here. 
Please include “Sandhill Crane 
Comments” on the subject line of 
emailed submissions.

texas 
hunting outlook 

oPtiMistic for quail 
season

Wildlife biologists at Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department are cau-
tiously optimistic about quail 
prospects this season, which gets 
under way Saturday, Oct. 30 state-
wide.

This past winter a two-year 
drought in the major quail hunting 
areas of the state was finally bro-
ken. Range conditions and more 
importantly, according to TPWD, 
nesting and brood rearing habitat 
greatly improved, setting the stage 
for a marked increase in produc-
tion. Unfortunately, after two 
years of unfavorable weather, the 
number of quail available to breed 
had become quite low. In general, 
quail rebound fastest from the re-
maining pockets of survivors from 
last season.

“Low carryover is the biggest 
obstacle to recovering quail popu-
lations,” said Robert Perez, TPWD 
upland game bird program leader. 
“Quail species are hardwired to 
take advantage of good reproduc-

tive environmental conditions. It’s 
part of their survival strategy. So 
many are consumed each year, 
the species relies on a high repro-
ductive output in order to persist 
on the landscape.  We expect a 
greatly improved season over 
last year but a hen can only do so 
much in one year. Given another 
wet winter and spring we could 
expect a much stronger rebound 
next season.”

Perez indicated those ranches 
that managed habitat for quail 
during the extended dry spell will 
likely see more birds this season, 
which runs Oct. 30-Feb. 27.

The daily bag limit for quail is 15, 
with 45 in possession. Legal shoot-
ing hours for all non-migratory 
game birds are 30 minutes before 
sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset. 
The bag limit is the maximum 
number that may be killed dur-
ing the legal shooting hours in 
one day.

Since 1978, TPWD has conducted 
annual statewide quail surveys 
to track population trends. This 
index uses randomly selected, 20-
mile roadside survey lines to de-
termine annual quail population 
trends by ecological region. This 
trend information helps determine 
relative quail populations among 
the regions of Texas. Comparisons 
can be made between the average 
number of quail observed per 
route this year and the long term 
average for quail seen within an 
ecological region. The quail survey 
was not designed to predict rela-
tive abundance for any area small-
er than the ecological region.

Following are summary pros-
pects for each region this season:

rolling Plains
This region received timely win-

ter, spring and summer rainfall 
resulting in excellent breeding 

conditions for bobwhite quail. The 
summer rains extended the win-
dow of opportunity for nesting. 
If a hen failed in her first attempt, 
there was ample time for a second 
attempt. The limiting factor was 
the number of birds available to 
breed. Field reports indicate that 
quail have made a strong come-
back in areas that held birds last 
year. Other areas have improved 
as well but to a lesser extent. It’s 
a good idea to scout ahead to be 
sure the areas you plan to hunt are 
holding birds.

The average number of bob-
whites observed per route was 
8.0 compared to 6.6 last year. 
This is well below the Long Term 
Mean of 21.5. Despite low counts, 
enough young birds and coveys 
have been anecdotally reported 
that we suspect hunters will be 
able to find birds. Public hunting 
opportunities can be found at 
the Matador and the Gene Howe 
Wildlife Management Areas.

south texas Plains
Although considered one of the 

last strongholds for quail, South 
Texas is not immune to drought 
impacts on quail populations. The 
2009 season was no exception and 
quail numbers were down.  Con-
sequently, it will effect the 2010 
season.

There should be greater nest-
ing success and production of 
bobwhite quail this year on those 
properties that have an adequate 
number of carryover birds from 
last year. On many properties 
that did not implement the proper 
management techniques or limit 
grazing pressure, there will be 
fewer birds available for produc-
tion. In these areas it could pos-
sibly take a few above average 
years to regain those populations 
to normal levels.
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This region also experienced 
a wet winter, spring and sum-
mer. South Texas also had very 
few days 100 degrees or greater. 
Cool-wet summers are ideal for 
quail reproduction but similar 
to the Rolling Plains, carryover 
was a limiting factor. Overall, our 
surveys indicate an increase in 
population compared to last year 
but still below average across the 
region. The best opportunities will 
be on well managed sites that held 
over birds from last year.

The average number of bob-
whites observed per route was 
8.61 compared to 5.2 last year. 
This is well below the Long Term 
Mean of 18.6 and is predictive of 
a below average hunting season. 
The Chaparral and the Daughtrey 
Wildlife Management Areas pro-
vide public quail hunting oppor-
tunities.

trans-Pecos
Portions of the Trans-Pecos 

ecological region received timely 
rainfall while other areas either 
missed the rains completely or re-
ceived it at times less beneficial to 
scaled quail. As a result, reproduc-
tion varied across the region. Field 
reports indicate that birds can be 
found in areas with good range 
condition. Reports from the west-
ern edge of the Edwards Plateau 
(the Stockton Plateau) indicate an 
improvement over last year but 
still below average.

The average number of scaled 
quail observed per route was 7.2 
compared to 16.9 last year. This is 
below the Long Term Mean of 17.5. 
Public hunter opportunities can be 
found at Elephant Mountain and 
Black Gap Wildlife Management 
Areas.

other areas
TPWD surveys indicate that 

bobwhite numbers in Gulf Prairies 
are similar to last season. Hunters 
should focus on the central and 
lower coast in native prairie habi-
tats. The Cross Timbers and Ed-
wards Plateau continue to report 
numbers well below their respec-
tive Long Term Means. Although 
there are certainly areas within 
each region where some quail 
hunting opportunity remains, this 
survey is not designed to detect 
changes in localized populations, 
especially in fragmented land-
scapes.

Migratory bird re-
Port no. 8

Weekly migratory bird hunting 
reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

North Zone Dove: The North 
Zone season closes at sunset Oct. 
24, and reopens Dec. 25-Jan. 9, 
2011. Best flights occurred around 
the Panhandle in sunflowers and 
milo around Amarillo, Dumas 
and Spearman. Good shoots were 
posted around Lubbock and north 
of Abilene in plowed ground. 
Most of October has enjoyed 
chilly mornings from back-to-back 
fronts pushing through which has 
also encouraged birds to migrate 
steadily. Red River hunters have 
enjoyed steady flights around 
treelines and in harvested soy 
bean fields. Tanks and ponds hold-
ing water have been good in the 
afternoon due to dry conditions. 
Prospects are fair to good.

Central Zone Dove: A steady 
influx of birds has arrived over 
the past month due to back-to-
back cool fronts. The San Antonio 
area remains solid for whitewings 
over corn. Dove hunting priorities 
have shifted to preparations for 
the upcoming deer and waterfowl 

seasons. Strong hunts were posted 
near Hankamer and Winnie in the 
afternoon around trees and goat 
weed. Good afternoon shoots were 
had around Uvalde and Hondo. 
Waco, Stephenville and Brown-
wood hunters have seen best 
shoots around tanks and ponds in 
the afternoon.  The season closes 
at sunset Oct. 24, and reopens Dec. 
25-Jan. 9, 2011. Prospects are fair 
to good.

South Dove Dove: The absence of 
rain has helped South Zone hunt-
ers, especially in the Rio Grande 
Valley where birds have patterned 
better during the past two weeks. 
A steady influx of birds has greet-
ed hunters with steady cool fronts 
pouring into Texas during October. 
Port Mansfield and Raymondville 
hunters have enjoyed good shoots 
over milo and sunflowers. Bay 
City, El Campo and Port Lavaca 
shoots have been best in the after-
noon. George West, Three Rivers 
and Fashing has been good around 
tanks in the afternoon. The season 
runs through Oct. 31, and reopens 
Dec. 25-Jan. 18, 2011. Prospects are 
fair to good.

Waterfowl: The High Plains Mal-
lard Management Unit runs Oct. 
23-24 and Oct. 29, 2010-Jan. 23, 
2011 and prospects look good for 
the opener this weekend. A wet 
summer recharged playa lakes 
and habitat conditions are good. 
Teal, gadwalls, wigeons and a few 
mallards are using playas. A few 
Canada geese are showing, but 
the West Zone season does not 
get underway until Nov.6. Lots 
of sandhill cranes are showing in 
the Panhandle. September floods 
along the coast provided ample 
water for prairie ponds, however, 
high pressure has dominated for 
much of October and sunny blue 
skies have evaporated much of 
that water. Outfitters have had 
to turn on the pumps to begin 
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filling ponds for the Oct.30 duck 
and goose opener. Teal, pintails, 
shovelers, gadwalls and wigeons 
are using watering sources. A few 
specklebellies are showing in cut 
rice fields. No cold fronts are fore-
casted for Texas this week.

were good for pheasants this past 
spring,” says Dave Olsen, upland 
game coordinator for the Division 
of Wildlife Resources.

Olsen says counties along the 
Wasatch Front and Millard County 
in west-central Utah provide some 
of Utah’s best pheasant habitat. 
This habitat includes river bot-
toms, marshes and thickets near 
farm fields.

Olsen says many of these areas 
are privately owned or are close 
to private property. “Don’t wait 
until the last minute to approach 
a landowner about getting writ-
ten permission to hunt his or her 
property,” he says. “Try to get this 
permission way in advance of the 
hunt.”

You must have written permis-
sion to hunt private land that’s 
properly posted. More informa-
tion is available on page 13 of 
the 2010–11 Utah Upland Game 
Guidebook.

california quail
Hunters should find plenty of 

California quail when Utah’s quail 
hunt starts.

California quail are found mostly 
in brushy thickets near the edge 
of fields and farms in northern, 
central and northeastern Utah.

Hunters should find plenty 
of california quail when 
utah’s quail hunt starts. 

Photo courtesy of U.S. Fish & 
wildlife service

 utah
 sMall quail can Pro-

Vide fast shooting
The annual quail and pheasant 

hunts open November 6
If you’ve ever thought about 

hunting quail in Utah, this fall 
might be the time to give it a try.

California quail and Gamble’s 
quail populations have done well 
in Utah the past few years. And 
they appear to be doing even bet-
ter this year.

Hunts for both species of quail 
start Nov. 6. Utah’s ring-necked 
pheasant hunt starts the same 
day.

Utah’s pheasant and quail hunt 
starts Nov. 6.

Pheasants
Despite a continuing loss of habi-

tat, more upland game hunters 
— about 15,000 — pursue pheas-
ants than any other upland game 
species in Utah.

Hunters who take to the state’s 
farm fields and other areas that 
have good pheasant habitat should 
find fair to good numbers of birds 
this fall. “Nesting conditions 

These areas are usually found 
in urban settings. Because they’re 
usually found in urban areas, it’s 
important that you obey the law 
and that you’re careful where you 
shoot. And remember that you 
must have written permission to 
hunt on private land.

gambel’s quail
Gambel’s quail are found in 

southwestern Utah, mostly in the 
Mohave Desert near the Nevada 
and Arizona borders in Washing-
ton and Kane counties.

Olsen says Gambel’s quail popu-
lations and the amount of rain 
that falls in the spring go hand-in-
hand; if plenty of rain is received, 
plenty of quail are usually avail-
able in the fall. And southwestern 
Utah received plenty of rain this 
past spring. “Those who know 
where to find quail should have a 
fun hunt,” Olsen says.

The best places to find Gambel’s 
quail include draws that are near 
water and that have almond and 
other types of brush in them.

When you find quail, get ready 
for some fast shooting. The birds 
could be together in small groups 
or in a covey of as many as a dozen 
quail. The action happens fast 
when the birds flush. Usually, the 
entire covey flushes at once. But 
sometimes smaller groups of birds 
will flush — two or three birds at 
a time — after the main covey has 
flushed.

“Shooting can be fast and furi-
ous,” Olsen says. “When you’re 
done, you’ll either be picking up 
a bird or two or waving goodbye 
to the birds you missed.”

Olsen says chukar partridge 
populations are also doing well 
in the Mohave Desert this fall, 
so you might find some chukars 
there too.

utah’s pheasant and quail 
hunt starts Nov. 6. Photo by 

scott root, dwr
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For more information, call the 
nearest Division of Wildlife Re-
sources office or the DWR’s Salt 
Lake City office at (801) 538-4700.

wisconsin
wisconsin’s Mentored 
hunting law contin-

ues to grow in second 
year

 With the fall hunting seasons in 
full swing, now is the time hunters 
can help secure the future of their 
tradition and introduce someone 
to hunting by taking advantage 
of Wisconsin’s mentored hunting 
law.

“Mentored hunting is a great 
way for families to involve their 
kids in family gatherings and 
in Wisconsin’s greatest hunting 
tradition. Participation continues 
to grow especially among 10 and 
11-year-olds with gun deer license 
sales in this age group up 26 per-
cent over this date last year,” said 
Department of Natural Resources 
Secretary Matt Frank. “Wisconsin 
hunters can be proud of the rapid 
growth and spotless safety record 
of our mentored youth hunt -- 
and of their own personal effort 
to grow the next generation of 
Wisconsin hunters and conserva-
tionists.”

Kids with a mentored hunting 
license and a mentor can participate 
in the special youth hunts for deer, 
waterfowl and turkey. These spe-
cial hunts take place the weekend 
before the general hunting seasons 
open for popular species, allowing 
youths the opportunity to hunt un-
der generally milder weather and 
with the complete with attention 
of their adult mentor.

In 2009, the first year of the pro-
gram, more than 12,000 new hunters 
participated under the mentored 
hunting program. Ten thousand of 
these hunters were kids age 10 or 11, 

who also are entitled to purchase the 
various types of hunting licenses at 
a reduced rate of $7.00.

Key to the Mentored Hunting Law 
are safety provisions and a focus 
on a one mentored hunter to one 
mentor pairing. Only one firearm 
or bow is allowed between the two 
and the new hunter must be within 
arm’s reach of the mentor at all 
times. Mentors may not hunt if it is 
a designated youth hunt weekend 
but may hunt if they have the ap-
propriate license during a regular 
season. The pair still may only carry 
one bow or firearm between them 
and must remain within arm’s reach 
at all times. All normal hunting 
rules are in effect in regard to open 
seasons, firearm restrictions and 
bag limits.

Wisconsin’s Mentored Hunting 
Law provides an opportunity to 
experience hunting under carefully 
controlled conditions designed to 
provide a safe experience. If the 
hunting bug bites, the new hunter 
can dig in and complete a hunter 
education safety course, allowing 
them to hunt on their own starting 
at age 14.

after the mentored 
hunt

People born after Jan. 1, 1973 
must complete a hunter educa-
tion course before they can hunt 
on their own. Courses are often in 
high demand and this can present 
a scheduling barrier to getting 
started in hunting especially for 
some busy families. The mentored 
hunt allows anyone over 10 years 
of age to experience hunting with 
a trusted mentor who is already a 
licensed hunter until the time they 
can complete a hunter education 
course.

requirements for 
mentors

To serve as a mentor, a person 
must be at least 18 years old, have 
a hunting license and be a hunter 
education course graduate or have 
completed basic training with U.S. 
Armed Forces, if born on or after 
Jan. 1, 1973. The mentor and the 
mentored hunter must be within 
arm’s reach at all times and may 
only carry one gun or one bow be-
tween them. The mentor, if not the 
youth’s parent or legal guardian, 
must also have the permission of 
the youth’s parent or legal guard-
ian to accompany the youth.

“Mentored hunting has proven 
to be a safe and rewarding experi-
ence for both the new hunter and 
the mentor,” said Todd Schaller, 
conservation warden and chief 
of the Department of Natural 
Resources’ recreational safety 
programs. “The smiles on the faces 
of the kids who have watched and 
listened to the hunting stories told 
by their older brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles and parents and 
who now have a hunting story 
of their own are priceless. It is an 
important first step to becoming a 
responsible hunter and conserva-
tionist at a time when kids are very 
impressionable and are beginning 
to get a feel for the activities they 
will pursue as adults.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Todd Schaller – (608) 
267-2774
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2010 dog shows

alaska 
Jan 23 Alaska Kennel 
Club Show Convention 
Center 555 W 5th Avenue 
Anchorage Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C.

March 27 Alaska Kennel 
Club Show William A 
Egan Convention Cen-
ter 555 W 5th Avenue 
Anchorage Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C

arkansas 
Feb 5-6 Southeast Arkan-
sas Kennel Club Show 
Pine Bluff Convention 
Center 500 E Eight Ave. 
Pine Bluff Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C

Feb 19-20 South Arkan-
sas Kennel Club Show 
Highland Airport Fa-
cilities 204 Quachita 211 
Camden Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C

ariZona 
March 6-7 Scottsdale 
Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion Inc. Show Scottsdale 
Westworld 16601 N Pima 
Road Scottsdale Jack 
Bradshaw Dog Shows

california 
Mar 3-4 Sequoia Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Kings 
County Fairgrouds 10th 
Ave & Hanford-Armona 
Rd Hanford Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows

Feb 19 Elm City Ken-
nel Club Show Hartford 
Civic Center One Civic 
Center Plaza Hartford 
MB-F Inc.

Feb 20 First Company 
Governor’s Foot Guard 
Athletic Association 
Show Hartford Civic 
Center One Civic Cen-
ter Plaza Hartfort MB-F 
Inc.

florida 
March 3-4 Okaloosa Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show North-
west Florida Fairgrounds 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd 
Ft Walton Beach Onofrio 
Dog Shows

Jan 7-8 Greater Daytona 
Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion Inc. Show Destina-
tion Daytona 1635 N. 
US Highway 1 Ormond 
Beach MB-F Inc

Jan 9-10 Jacksonville Dog 
Fanciers’ Association Inc. 
Show Destination Day-
tona 1635 N. US High-
way 1 Ormond Beach 
MB-F Inc

Jan 13-19 Manatee Kennel 
Club Inc. Florida Classic 
Park 5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville MB-F Inc

Jan 14-22 Clearwater Ken-
nel Club Florida Classic 
Park 5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville MB-F Inc

Jan 15-20 Inverness Flor-
ida Kennel Club Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
MB-F Inc

Jan 16-21 Tampa Bay Ken-
nel Club Florida Classic 
Park 5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville MB-F Inc

Jan 8-9 Kennel Club of 
Palm Springs Inc. Polo 
Field Avenue 51 and 
Monroe Street Indio Jack 
Bradshaw Dog Shows

March 12-13 Apple Val-
ley Kennel Club Show 
Victor Valley College 
18422 Bear Valley Road 
Victorville Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows

March 19-20 Del Sur Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Bates 
Nut Farm 15954 Woods 
Valley Rd. Valley Cen-
ter Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows

Feb 20-21 Santa Clara 
Valley Kennel Club INC. 
Show Santa Clara Coun-
ty Fairgrounds Monterey 
and Tully Rd. San Jose 
MB-F Inc.

Jan 20 Channel City Ken-
nel Club Show Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 10 
W Harbor Blvd. Ven-
tura Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows

Jan 21 Simi Valley Kennel 
Club Show Fairgrounds 
10 W Harbor Blvd. Ven-
tura Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows

Jan 22 San Fernando 
Kennel Club Show Fair-
grounds 10 W Harbor 
Blvd. Ventura Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows

Jan 23 Ventura County 
Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion Show Fairgrounds 
10 W Harbor Blvd. Ven-
tura Jack Bradshaw Dog 
Shows

Feb 26-27 Silver Bay 
Kennel Club of San Di-
ego Show Del Mar Fair-
grounds 2060 Jimmy Du-
rante Blvd. Del Mar Jack 
Bradshaw Dog Shows

March 26-27 Kern Coun-
ty Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Kern County Fairgrounds 
South P St & Ming Ave 
Bakersfield Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows

Jan 29-30 Golden Gate 
Kennel Club Cow Pal-
ace Geneva & Santos Sts 
Daly City MB-F Inc.

Jan 29-30 Orange Empire 
Dog Club Inc. National 
Orange Show Grounds 
689 South E Street San 
Bernardino Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows

colorado 
Feb 18-19 Plum Creek 
Kennel Club of Colorado 
Show National Western 
Complex 4655 Humbolt 
St. Denver Onofrio Dog 
Shows

Feb 20-21 Colorado Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show Na-
tional Western Complex 
4655 Humbolt St. Denver 
Onofrio Dog Shows

connecticut 


