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nomic benefits. If many “casual 
hunters” (hunters that do not 
purchase a hunting license 
on an annual basis) can be 
converted into annual license 
buyers, a major benefit would 
be realized.

Firearms Industry 
Lauds Support of 

Congressman Kind
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the trade association for the 
firearms and ammunition in-
dustry, thanks Rep. Ron Kind 
(D-Wisc.) for his steadfast and 
long-standing commitment to 
promoting and protecting the 
Second Amendment rights of 
all law-abiding Americans.

Earlier this year, Rep. Kind, 
a national leader in protect-
ing the rights of sportsmen, 
hunters and gun owners, in-
troduced legislation correct-
ing a longstanding inequity 
in the Internal Revenue Code 
by permitting firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers to 
pay the federal excise tax pay-
ment on a quarterly basis, like 
other industries that support 
conservation through a federal 
excise tax.

The firearm and ammuni-
tion excise tax is the major 
revenue source for funding the 
Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund 
(also known as the Pittman 
Robertson Trust Fund). Last 
year, firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers contributed 
approximately $450 million 
dollars to wildlife conservation 
through excise tax payments.

Passage of the firearms and 
ammunition excise tax reform 
legislation would not have been 
possible without the support of 
Rep. Kind.

Task Force 20-20 
Focuses on ‘Models 

of Success’ That 
Grow Hunting and 

Shooting
Task Force 20-20, the com-

mittee formed at the NSSF 
Shooting Sports Summit in 
2008 and comprising segments 
of the firearms, state agency 
and conservation communi-
ties, has launched a Models of 
Success pilot program that will 
raise awareness of the “best-of-
the-best” state recruitment and 
retention initiatives.

The overall goal of Task 
Force 20-20 is to increase hunt-
ing and shooting participation 
by 20 percent by 2014.

Task Force 20-20Åås steer-
ing committee has identified 
programs in Minnesota, Or-
egon, Arizona and Nebraska 
as initiatives that can be even 
more effective developing new 
hunters and shooters if given 
a boost from a dedicated mar-
keting campaign. The National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
will fund the promotional ef-
forts out of a $500,000 overall 
commitment to Task-Force 20-
20Åås recruitment and reten-
tion initiatives.

“NSSF is putting its finan-
cial muscle behind these most 
promising state programs, 

many of which already have a 
track record of success,” said 
Chris Dolnack, senior vice 
president of NSSF, the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industry. “By building 
awareness of these entry-level 
and reactivation programs, 
we’ll add more shooters and 
hunters to our ranks. Research 
shows people are interested in 
trying hunting and shooting; 
these programs make it easy 
for them to get started or re-
started.”

The four states with pro-
grams selected as Models of 
Success are

    * MINNESOTA — The 
state’s Families Afield program 
allowing children to try hunt-
ing with an adult mentor be-
fore taking a hunter education 
course has been an outstanding 
success considering the nearly 
8,500 apprentice hunting li-
censes purchased over the last 
several years. What’s needed 
now is a “next step” effort de-
signed to encourage youngsters 
who liked their first hunt and 
want to pursue hunting to take 
a hunter education course. The 
course, which many young-
sters take with their parents, 
teaches safety, hunting ethics 
and state hunting regulations, 
and awards a certificate that is 
necessary to purchase a hunting 
license on their own when they 
are eligible.

    * OREGON — The state 
has completed an important 
project that places hunting-
access maps online. Now the 
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challenge is to build aware-
ness of these resources among 
hunters and drive traffic to the 
website. In addition to promot-
ing use of the online tools, the 
marketing campaign will stress 
that finding access to hunting 
lands has become much easier 
thanks to these new, easy-to-use 
resources, thereby removing 
what newcomers and lapsed 
participants often considered a 
barrier to going hunting.

    * ARIZONA — The state 
has adopted a community out-
reach strategy utilizing NSSF’s 
First Shots program that pro-
vides a safe, supervised in-
troduction to target shooting 
and an overview of state gun- 
ownership regulations. The 
“learn-to-shoot” program will 
be rolled out in five regions at 
state-owned and public ranges. 
An important component is 
the development of a “Second 
Shots” program, allowing new-
comers who want to pursue 
their new-found passion for 
target shooting or hunting to 
do so.

    * NEBRASKA — A new 
state-owned range will be the 
focal point of a marketing 
campaign to encourage family 
members of all ages to use and 
enjoy the facility. An additional 
promotional effort will moti-
vate adults who have hunting 
experience to take youth or 
adult novices hunting, utilizing 
the new range for sighting-in 
their firearms and improving 
their marksmanship before go-
ing afield. A dedicated website 
will provide helpful tips to 
adult mentors on how best to 

provide a proper introduction 
to hunting for a newcomer or 
novice.

“State wildlife agency part-
nerships with NSSF, indus-
try and Task Force 20-20 are 
helping states reach a broader 
audience,” said Jeff Rawlinson 
of the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission. “Our new 
marketing campaign will un-
doubtedly make taking a youth 
hunting and shooting top of 
mind for Nebraska sportsmen 
and women. Every dad and 
mom wants to be a hero to their 
kids, and our new ad campaign 
suggests that this can happen in 
the field each year!”

These Models of Success 
efforts will be evaluated and 
discussed at the next NSSF 
Shooting Sports Summit in June 
2011.

Models of Success is the sec-
ond recruitment and retention 
promotional initiative launched 
by Task Force 20-20, follow-
ing the heels of the recently 
launched “Take Me Hunting/
Take Me Shooting” marketing 
campaign. That pilot program 
is being evaluated in South 
Carolina, Alabama and New 
Jersey.

Firearms Industry 
Applauds Boozman 

Support for 
Microstamping Study 

Bill
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the trade association for the 

firearms and ammunition in-
dustry, thanks Congressman 
John Boozman (R-AR) for his 
steadfast and long-standing 
commitment to promoting and 
protecting our Second Amend-
ment rights. Congressman 
Boozman is a national leader in 
protecting the firearms industry 
and the rights of all law-abiding 
gun owners.  Congressman 
Boozman has accepted NSSF’s 
request that he become an origi-
nal cosponsor to HR 5667, a bill 
that directs the U.S. Attorney 
General to work with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to 
conduct a comprehensive study 
of firearms microstamping. 
Support for this commonsense 
bipartisan bill is rooted in en-
suring that adequate research 
of microstamping is completed 
prior to states mandating the 
flawed concept through the 
legislative process.

NSSF has long-held that a 
comprehensive study of mi-
crostamping will add to the 
scientific body of evidence 
now available demonstrating 
that microstamping is an eas-
ily defeated, fundamentally 
flawed concept that holds the 
potential for pricing firearms 
out of the reach of the average 
American.

The gun-control movement, 
lead by New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and the 
Brady Campaign, support legis-
lation to mandate microstamp-
ing, knowing full well it is 
fundamentally and inherently 
flawed. These same anti-gun 
groups oppose studying mi-
crostamping because they fear 
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that such a study will reconfirm 
the results of earlier indepen-
dent testing that conclusively 
established microstamping 
to be a flawed and unreliable 
concept.

To learn more about firearms 
microstamping, please visit the 
NSSF Firearms Microstamping 
Fact Sheet.

Businesses, 
Sportsmen Unite on 
Hunting Economics 

Agenda
The impact that hunting has 

on the economies of our nation 
and every state is massive.

One state, North Dakota, 
thinks it’s about time everyone 
knows just how important that 
impact is.

A group of small businesses 
and sporting organizations 
from across the state today 
launched “Hunting Works for 
North Dakota,” a grassroots or-
ganization focused on commu-
nicating the roles that hunting 
and the shooting sports play 
in both the state’s heritage and 
economic health.

“Many people don’t under-
stand the cause and effect rela-
tionship hunting has on North 
Dakota’s economy,” said Rudie 
Martinson, executive director of 
the North Dakota Hospitality 
Association. “Hunters directly 
support more jobs in North 
Dakota than many of the state’s 
biggest employers — over 3,000 
jobs — and indirectly support 
thousands more.”

The newly formed Hunt-
ing Works for North Dakota 
partnership has more than 40 
partner organizations and will 
be adding dozens more in the 
weeks and months to come. 
The effort is being supported 
by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation.

Learn more about the orga-
nization at huntingworksfornd.
com.

Citibank Continues 
to Deny Credit to 
Firearms Industry
Once again Citibank has 

drawn the ire of the firearms 
community over its credit poli-
cies. This time it deals with not 
extending lines of credit to busi-
nesses even remotely related 
to the firearms industry.  As 
many people remember back 
in January 2008, NSSF took Citi 
Merchant Services to task over 
its decision to stop processing 
credit card transactions involv-
ing the lawful sale of firearms 
by law-abiding, federally li-
censed, firearm distributors/
retailers.  Unfortunately, it be-

came evident that the decision 
was not a mistake of a single 
employee, but was rather a 
corporate-wide policy.

Fast forward to October 
2010 when the Warne Scope 
Mounts Company of Oregon, 
manufacturers of scopes and 
components, decided to submit 
an application for a business 
line of credit to purchase ma-
terials from the Home Depot. 
The credit line was initially 
approved, only to be rescinded 
the next day by Home Depot 
Credit Services, Citibank (South 
Dakota), N.A., Creditor based 
upon the simple explanation 
that, “It’s because of the in-
dustry you are in.”  The term 
industry simply meant that the 
company “makes parts for the 
gun industry.”  A law-abiding 
manufacturer that wanted to 
purchase materials from the 
Home Depot NOT to be used 
in the making of their prod-
ucts was denied credit simply 
because of the association with 
the firearms industry. 

During difficult economic 
times over the past few years 
and high unemployment rates 
nationally, the firearms indus-
try has grown and created 
well-paying jobs with abso-
lutely no government bailouts.  
You would think being such 
a bright spot in the economy, 
that companies like Citibank 
would be more than willing to 
extend business lines of credit.  
Instead, Citibank would rather 
take government taxpayer 
funded bailout money than 
extend credit to a flourishing 
and growing industry.  Receiv-
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ing government bail out money 
coupled with Citibank’s preju-
dice towards a constitutionally 
protected right only further 
delays any economic recovery.

Citibank has stood behind 
their anti-gun policies for years, 
which affects not only fire-
arms retailers, manufacturers 
and distributors, but also law 
enforcement agencies at the 
federal, state and local levels of 
government and law-abiding 
citizens.  You would think that 
Citibank would want to aid in 
the recovery of America, but I 
guess their “policies” are more 
important than American pros-
perity.

8,000 Firearm 
Retailers Have 

Attended Seminars
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives and the Nation-
al Instant Criminal Background 
Check System recently con-
cluded a national tour of their 
jointly sponsored Firearms 
Retailer Seminars. Venues for 
2010 were El Paso, Tex.; Ana-
heim, Calif.; Harrisburg, Penn., 
Marietta, Georgia; and St. Paul/
Minneapolis, Minn.

The seminars are designed 
to help federally licensed fire-
arms retailers (FFLs) keep up 
with the latest regulations and 
changes related to their busi-
nesses. A total of nearly 600 
retailers attended this year’s 
educational sessions, with an 
average attendance of 119 re-
tailers per seminar. Over the 

years, more than 8,000 FFLs 
have attended 70-plus seminars 
held nationwide.

QUARTERLY EXCISE 
TAX OBLIGATIONS 

DOWN 16% 
The latest Firearms and Am-

munition Excise Tax Collection 
report released by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury indicates 
that firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers reported excise 
tax liabilities of $102.20 million 
in the second calendar quarter 
of 2010, down 16.29 percent 
compared to the same period in 
2009. The report, which covers 
April 1 through June 30, shows 
that $31.84 million was due in 
taxes for pistols and revolv-
ers, $28.71 million for firearms 
(other)/long guns and $41.65 
million for ammunition (shells 
and cartridges). Compared to 
the same period in 2009, tax 
obligations were down 5.1 per-
cent for pistols and revolvers, 
down 32.25 percent for firearms 
(other)/long guns and down 
9.77 percent for ammunition 
(shells and cartridges). Please 
note that these figures reflect 
what excise taxes the manu-
facturers have filed and do not 
reflect retail mark up and final 
retail sales.

Olin Announces 
Third Quarter 

Earnings
Winchester third quarter 

2010 sales were $157.5 million 
compared to $168.2 million in 

the third quarter of 2009. Third 
quarter 2010 commercial sales 
declined compared to the third 
quarter of 2009. Winchester’s 
third quarter 2010 segment 
earnings were $18.8 million 
compared to the record level 
of $23.0 million in the third 
quarter of 2009. The decrease 
in segment earnings reflects the 
combination of lower volumes, 
a less favorable product mix 
and higher commodity and 
material costs, partially offset 
by lower manufacturing costs 
and improved pricing.

JERRY MICULEK 
TEAMS UP WITH 

MOSSBERG 
O.F. Mossberg & Sons is 

moving forward into the com-
petitive shooting field by team-
ing with one of the world’s best 
competitive shooters, Jerry 
Miculek. The many-times na-
tional and world shooting titlist 
already has three champion-
ship wins this season using the 
Mossberg 930 shotgun.
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News From The AKC

American Kennel 
Club honors Margaret 
Silverthorn President 

of the English 
Springer Spaniel 

Club of Long Island, 
has been named 
a recipient of the 
AKC Community 

Achievement Award
The American Kennel Club® 

announced at its quarterly Del-
egates meeting that Margaret 
Silverthorn, President of the 
English Springer Spaniel Club 
of Long Island, has been named 
a recipient of the AKC® Com-
munity Achievement Award for 
her devoted works as a public 
educator, fundraiser, club offi-
cer, newsletter editor, and event 
chair.  Silverthorn received one 
of two awards for third quarter 
of 2010 Tom Freeman, of the 
Channel City Kennel Club in 
California also received recog-
nition.

The  AKC Community 
Achievement Awards support 
and recognize outstanding pub-
lic education and legislation 
efforts of AKC-affiliated clubs, 
AKC-recognized federations 
and their members. The AKC 
selects award recipients who 
promote purebred dogs and re-
sponsible dog ownership with-
in their communities or who 
have successfully introduced, 

monitored and responded to 
legislative issues affecting dog 
ownership.

Silverthorn, president of 
the English Springer Spaniel 
Club of Long Island (NY), has 
devoted 29 years as a public 
educator, fundraiser, club of-
ficer, newsletter editor, event 
chair, and trainer on behalf of 
the English Springer Spaniel 
(ESS) and other breeds. Known 
as ìMarge, the Springer Lady,î 
she joined other ESS owners to 
host community service booths 
at the Riverhead Country Fair 
and appeared on local televi-
sion with information about the 
ESS breed and rescue activities. 
As a co-founder of ESS Rescue, 
she has provided counseling to 
owners faced with giving up 
their dogs and guidance to res-
cue volunteers. Through her ef-
forts, many dogs remained pets 
and companions rather than 
being inappropriately placed or 
needlessly euthanized.

AKC congratulates Marga-
ret for her dedication to edu-
cating the public,î said Sheila 
Goffe, AKCís Director of Gov-
ernment Relations. ìHer focus 
on teaching the public about 
her breed, and her dedication 
to English Springer Spaniel 
Rescue is a great achievement 
and deserves recognition.

Nominations for the AKC 
Community Achievement 
Awards are accepted year-
round. Up to three honorees 

are named each quarter. They 
receive a certificate of appre-
ciation and a $1,000 check pay-
able to the club or federationís 
public education and canine 
legislation efforts. To nominate 
a club, visit http://www.akc.
org/public_education/com-
munity_achievement.cfm

Podcast About 
Balanced Nutrition 

with Dr. Joe 
Wakshlag Released 

The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation is pleased to release 
the next podcast in the Genome 
Barks series. This week on Ge-
nome Barks, we welcome back 
Dr. Joe Wakshlag, a veterinary 
nutritionist at Cornell Univer-
sity. Dr. Wakshlag discusses the 
balanced nutrition that dogs 
require, how to read the labels 
on dog food bags and cans, 
and what nutrients to watch 
for when purchasing food for 
your dog.

Dr. Joseph Wakshlag com-
pleted a DVM in 1998 at Cornell 
University and continued stud-
ies in both pathology and nutri-
tion eventually completing a 
residency in Clinical Nutrition. 
In 2005 he completed a PhD in 
pharmacology where he stud-
ied the influence of tissue trans-
glutaminase in mammary car-
cinoma and amyloid-induced 
neurodegeneration. After a 
short stay in private practice 
he returned to Cornell Veteri-
nary Medicine as the assistant 
professor of clinical nutrition 
and received board certifica-
tion by the American College of 
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Veterinary Nutrition in June of 
2008. Presently his research in-
terests include carotenoids and 
fatty acid metabolism in cancer 
cell biology and metabolism in 
working dogs.

The Genome Barks podcast 
series features lectures from 
the highly successful AKC and 
CHF Breeders Symposia and 
provides responsible breeders 
and pet owners an inside look 
at the work being done by the 
Canine Health Foundation. 

www.akcchf.libsyn.com

AKC Policy on 
Advertising and 

Soliciting Judging 
Assignments

The American Kennel 
Club’s decision to remove the 
prohibition on advertising and 
solicitation by all AKC judges in 
conformation, companion and 
performance events is effective 
October 19, 2010. This change in 
policy is based on the tremen-
dous growth in the amount and 
types of AKC events, together 
with the increasing numbers 
of available AKC-approved 
judges, and the fact that mod-
ern technology offers a way 
to connect available judges to 
event-giving clubs across the 
nation without regard to the 
traditional limitations of fa-
miliarity, communications, and 
geography. Therefore, based on 
these factors, and given that 
judges are not AKC employ-
ees, the AKC Board believes 
that judges should no longer 
be prohibited from advertis-

ing or soliciting assignments. 
The judge is responsible for 
ensuring that all information is 
factual and accurate, and that 
any advertising or solicitation 
is not fraudulent, deceptive, or 
misleading. 

Puppy/Amateur-
Owner-Handler 

Eligibility
In the spirit of consistency 

we are offering eligibility to 
those dogs that obtain their 
championships Shown by their 
Amateur Owner Handler with 
wins from the Puppy Class 
and/or Amateur Owner Han-
dled Class. This follows the 
same criteria as that of the 
Puppy/BBE qualifications:

Dogs earning their cham-
pionship during the qualify-
ing period with all of their 
points earned as Amateur/
Owner handled originating 
from Puppy and/or Amateur 
Owner Handled class may be 
eligible for an invitation. All 
of the points do not have to be 
earned during the qualifying 
period, but the championship 
does. Send this downloadable 
form to request an invitation 
based on these criteria, please 
email Michael Canalizo at mlc@
akc.org

American Kennel 
Club Launches Grand 

Champion Ranking 
System

The American Kennel 
Club® (AKC®) proudly an-
nounces its newest confor-
mation ranking system for 
dog show exhibitors and 
their dogs. The new Grand 
Championship Ranking Sys-
tem launches today with 
more than 1,000 dogs already 
ranked nationwide.

Located in the new Grand 
Championship section of 
the AKC website, the Grand 
Championship Points Rank-
ing lists the top 25 dogs in 
each breed in a drop-down 
box format. The ranking 
is based on the number of 
Grand Championship points 
garnered at shows by achiev-
ing Best of Breed, Best of 
Opposite Sex, Select Dog or 
Select Bitch.

“We’re pleased to provide 
this new ranking system for 
Grand Champions,” said 
AKC Vice President Event 
Operations Robin Stansell. 
“We encourage owners to 
continue showing their 
Champions towards attain-
ing a Grand Champion title 
and gain further recognition 
of quality.”

The new point counting 
document featured on the 
website will help fanciers 
count their dog’s Grand 
Championship points. Af-
ter initial completion of the 
Grand Championship, dogs 
will continue to earn points 
by winning Best of Breed, 
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Best of Opposite Sex, Select 
Dog or Select Bitch. Text and 
PDF formats of the point 
counting document are avail-
able at http://www.akc.org/
events/conformation/

counting_grand_champi-
onship_points.cfm. 

AKC Informational 
Update: Position 

Statement on 
Debarking

At the August Board meet-
ing, the AKC Board of Directors 
approved an official canine 
legislation policy position state-
ment on debarking.

Debarking is a viable vet-
erinary procedure that may 
allow a dog owner to keep a 
dog that barks excessively in 
its loving home rather than to 
be forced to surrender it to a 
shelter. Debarking should only 
be performed by a qualified, 
licensed veterinarian after other 
behavioral modification efforts 
to correct excessive barking 
have failed. As with other vet-
erinary medical decisions, the 
decision to debark a dog is best 
left to individual owners and 
their veterinarians.

For more information, con-
tact the AKC Government Re-
lations Department at 919-816-
3720 or doglaw@akc.org.

AKC CAR Donates 
Microchips and 

Scanners to NC SART
AKC Companion Animal 

Recovery Donates 2,000 Mi-
crochips and 40 Microchip 
Scanners to Assist North Car-
olina State Animal Response 
Team Disaster Efforts

-- Microchipping Supplies 
Will Stock 40 Companion 
Animal Mobile Equipment 
Trailers in North Carolina --

To assist with future 
North Carolina disaster re-
lief efforts, AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery has do-
nated eighty boxes of AKC 
CAR pet microchips and 
forty ProScan700 universal 
microchip scanners, a $32,800 
value, to the North Carolina 
State Animal Response Team 
(NC SART). These microchips 
and scanners will greatly in-
crease the likelihood that the 
pets of North Carolina will be 
reunited with their owners 
in an emergency situation 
or in the event that disaster 
strikes.

NC SART will stock the 
microchips and scanners 
in the Companion Animal 
Mobile Equipment Trailers 
(CAMETs) deployed in forty 
North Carolina counties. 
These multi-use, easily de-
ployable CAMETs provide 
immediate shelter during 
disasters and contain items 
such as crates, first aid kits, 
power cords, dog bowls and 
more. Since their creation, 
however, these trailers have 
lacked microchipping sup-
plies.

“We appreciate the ef-
forts of NC SART and North 
Carolina first responders to 
protect our state’s citizens 
and their pets, and believe 
the AKC CAR microchips 
and scanners made possible 
by the Canine Support and 
Relief Fund will be of great 
benefit and assistance to 
their good works,” said Tom 
Sharp, AKC Companion Ani-
mal Recovery CEO.

During hurricanes or oth-
er evacuations, many people 
cannot take their animals 
with them to hotels or hu-
man shelters, but must leave 
their pets with emergency 
animal shelters. In response 
to this dilemma, AKC CAR 
donated the microchips and 
scanners to ensure that all 
pets will be properly identi-
fied in the event of a disaster 
and returned quickly to their 
rightful owners when their 
families are able to return 
home.

For more on the story, 
visit www.wunc.org and lis-
ten to “AKC Chips In.”
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State News

ARKANSAS 
LATE MIGRATORY BIRD 
SEASONS SET BY COM-

MISSION
 For well over a decade, water-

fowl hunters have enjoyed 60 days 
to pursue their passion. This year 
will be no different. Waterfowl sea-
son was set by the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission at today’s 
monthly meeting at the agency’s 
headquarters in Little Rock.

Of the three options presented at 
the July meeting, the Commission 
opted for option 3. That option 
allows the most hunting opportu-
nities for the state’s youth. Duck 
season dates are Nov. 20-Nov. 28, 
Dec. 7-Jan. 17 and Jan. 22-Jan. 30. 
The youth waterfowl hunt will be 
Feb. 5-6. Duck bag limits will be 
no more than six ducks consist-
ing of:

4 mallards
3 wood ducks

2 redheads
1 black duck

2 pintails
1 canvasback

1 mottled duck
2 scaup

Commission Chairman Craig 
Campbell said this option has the 
best chance of providing good 
hunting for duck hunters at some 
point in the season.

“A split within the season of 
four to five days, as ducks are 
migrating into Arkansas, will be 
helpful. The splits in this option 
allow these birds to “settle in” for 
a few days. This should help pro-

vide high-quality second and third 
opening days,” Campbell said.

Commission Vice Chairman 
George Dunklin said the option is 
structured to allow the season to 
remain open during a time when 
students, particularly college stu-
dents, will be out of school.

“That’s what we want to focus 
on – the youth of our state. With 
this option, there are seven week-
ends and four holidays where 
parents and mentors can take kids 
to the flooded fields and timber 
of Arkansas to teach them life 
lessons that can’t be found in a 
classroom,” Dunklin said.

The Commission also set the 
northwest Canada goose zone sea-
son for Sept. 25-Oct. 4 with a bag 
limit of two geese. The statewide 
Canada goose season will be Sept. 
1-15 with a bag limit of five geese 
and Nov. 20-Jan. 30 with a bag 
limit of two geese.

White-fronted goose season will 
be Nov. 20-Jan. 30 with a bag limit 
of two geese. Snow, blue and Ross’ 
goose season is Nov. 6-Jan. 30 with 
a bag limit of 20 geese. The Snow 
Goose Conservation Order will be 
Jan. 31-Feb. 4 and Feb. 7-April 25 
with no bag limit.

CALIFORNIA 
WATERFOWL HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES AvAIL-

ABLE SOON AT EDEN 
LANDING ECOLOGICAL 

RESERvE
The Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) is offering water-
fowl hunting opportunities at 
Eden Landing Ecological Reserve 
(ELER) in Hayward. The reserve 
is composed of former industrial 

salt ponds now managed by DFG 
as low-salinity waterfowl habitat. 
Access to ELER for waterfowl 
hunting will be open only on the 
dates listed below. There is no fee 
for these hunts.

Access for 100 hunters will be 
permitted on a first-come, first-
served basis for each one-day 
hunt. The hunt dates are:

2010 Hunts
Saturday, Nov. 27: Check-in at 5 
a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 2: Check-in at 5 
a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11: Check-in at 5 
a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 16: Check-in at 5 
a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 19: Check-in at 5 
a.m.

2011 Hunts
Saturday, Jan. 8: Check-in at 5:30 
a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 13: Check-in at 5:30 
a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 22: Check-in at 5:30 
a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 25: Check-in at 5:30 
a.m.

Apprentice hunters must possess 
a valid California Junior Hunting 
License and must be accompa-
nied by an adult (hunter or non-
hunter). Vehicles may be driven on 
designated levees to reach various 
locations or to launch boats for 
waterfowl hunting and are only 
allowed on the hunt dates. To at-
tend, hunters need to arrive at the 
reserve and provide valid hunting 
licenses with stamps to check in 
with DFG staff. Hunters will also 
be required to check out and al-
low game to be inspected for use 
in evaluating hunter success and 
harvest data.

Some changes have been made 
for the 2010-11 season, includ-
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ing additional closed areas and 
a 25-shell limit in the field. DFG 
has continued to make improve-
ments, including graveled roads, 
improved pond access and refur-
bished blinds.

A small boat or canoe is rec-
ommended to access ponds 
and blinds, as well as navigable 
sloughs, and a dog for retrieval is 
also recommended. Hunters will 
receive additional information, 
including maps, at the time of 
check-in.

To access ELER from I-880, exit 
at Alvarado Blvd., and go west 
down Alvarado, turn right onto 
Union City Blvd., left onto Betten-
court Rd. (sign for Union Sanitary 
District), left on Whipple Rd., right 
on Horner St., then right on Veasy 
St. and enter at the yellow gate to 
check in.

Formal plans for public access 
opportunities at the reserve in ad-
dition to hunting are being devel-
oped as part of the South Bay Salt 
Ponds Restoration Project (www.
southbayrestoration.org).

 DRAWING TO BE HELD 
FOR WOMEN’S WILD 
PHEASANT HUNT AT 

GRIzzLY ISLAND WILD-
LIFE AREA

Ten permits will be issued for a 
special women’s pheasant hunt 
scheduled Dec. 4 at Grizzly Island 
Wildlife Area in Solano County, 
southwest of Fairfield.

To be eligible, applicants must 
have successfully completed a 
hunter education course and pos-
sess a valid 2010-11 California 
Hunting License and a valid up-
land game bird stamp at the time 
of application. The application 
deadline is Nov. 9. Each drawn 
applicant may bring one hunt-
ing or non-hunting partner. All 
participants must wear shooting 

safety glasses and blaze orange 
clothing.

Application and additional infor-
mation are available on the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game’s (DFG) 
website at: www.dfg.ca.gov/
wildlife/hunting/uplandgame/
gamebird/2010SpecialHunts/
Women.

A map can be found at www.
dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region3/
grizzlyisland.

The current hunting regulations 
are available at www.dfg.ca.gov/
regulations.

Successful applicants will be 
notified by mail. Questions con-
cerning this special hunt should 
be directed to the Grizzly Island 
Wildlife Area at (707) 425-3828 or 
DFG’s Bay Delta Region office at 
(707) 944-5500. 

GEORGIA
QUAIL FIELD DAY AT RIv-
ERBEND WMA PROMOTES 

BRINGING BACK BOB-
WHITES

For over 100 years, Georgia has 
been known as a premiere bob-
white quail hunting destination 
and the Georgia General Assembly 
even designated the bobwhite as 
the State Gamebird in 1970.  

However, due to extensive chang-
es in Georgia’s landscape over the 
last 75+ years the quail population 
has declined drastically, and con-
sequently so have the number of 
quail hunters.  The good news is 
there is growing interest in quail 
restoration.  The Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Wild-
life Resource Division is working 
with landowners through the 
Bobwhite Quail Initiative (BQI) to 
restore habitat for quail, songbirds 

and other grass-forb-shrub depen-
dent wildlife species.  

“Through BQI we are working 
with private landowners and land 
managers to restore and enhance 
habitat for bobwhites, songbirds, 
rabbits, wild turkeys and other 
wildlife around the edges of crop 
fields and within pine stands,” 
said Reggie Thackston, WRD Pri-
vate Lands Program Manager and 
coordinator of the BQI.  

Special Event Held
The Division recently hosted a 

landowner field day at Riverbend 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Laurens County. Topics included: 
quail habitat restoration and man-
agement, habitat fragmentation, 
predator management, supple-
mental feeding, control of exotic/
invasive species, improving pine 
stands for quail and dove field 
management. 

The field day was co-sponsored 
by AgGeorgia Farm Credit, Geor-
gia Forestry Commission, Tall 
Timbers Research Station – Albany 
Quail Project, and the National 
Wild Turkey Federation.  

Quail Habitat Needs 
Quail, like other wildlife species, 

have specific habitat needs. WRD 
BQI Biologist James Tomberlin 
explains there are three major 
components of quail habitat: 1) 
nesting cover – clumps of na-
tive grass like broomsedge and/
or 2-year old weedy growth; 2) 
brood range – typically 1-year old 
vegetative growth with canopied 
weeds like ragweed, beggarweed 
and partridge pea that have bare-
ground underneath so chicks can 
forage for insects and seeds; and 
3) escape cover – brambles and 
thickets.  Providing these three 
components is critical to restoring 
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and sustaining quail populations 
across the landscape.

“We’re working with landown-
ers to manage the edges of crop 
fields and adjacent pine stands for 
bobwhites and proving this can be 
done without significantly impact-
ing the farming operation,” says 
Tomberlin.  “BQI and other studies 
have shown that placing as little as 
10 percent of the land in the right 
kind of cover can significantly in-
crease bobwhite populations and 
songbird use while also reducing 
soil erosion and improving water 
quality.”

Many species of wildlife, such as 
quail, also are victims of habitat 
fragmentation.

“Habitat fragmentation occurs 
when large continuous blocks of 
suitable habitat are split into small-
er and smaller pieces through land 
use changes.  These habitat islands 
or fragments become incapable of 
sustaining bobwhite populations 
long-term,” says Thackston. 

The goal of the BQI program is 
to work with enough landowners 
and even facilitate formation of 
“landowner cooperatives” so that 
large blocks of habitat will be man-
aged to provide suitable habitat 
for quail.  This will improve the 
quail population response to habi-
tat management and ultimately 
improve quail hunting.  

However, the benefits can impact 
more than hunters.  Improving 
habitat for quail also means im-
proved habitat for many species of 
wildlife that use this habitat type 
and it could help rural economies 
by attracting hunters and poten-
tially provide an opportunity for 
quail hunting leases.

Learn more about managing 
your land for quail, the National 
Bobwhite Conservation Initiative 
in Georgia, and how to support 
quail restoration efforts in Georgia 

at the WRD quail website, www.
georgiawildlife.com/node/2210.

IDAHO 
MORE 2010 WATERFOWL 
SEASONS OPEN LATER 

THIS MONTH.
A split season for blue, snow and 

Ross’s geese in parts of the Upper 
Snake and Southeast regions opens 
October 22 and runs through Janu-
ary 14 and again from February 19 
to March 10.

In southwestern Idaho and the 
Magic Valley - known as Area 3 - the 
split season opens October 29 and 
runs through January 21 and again 
from Feb 19 to March 10.

The season on scaup opens in 
Area 1 on October 23 and runs 
through January 14; and opens 
in Area 2 on October 30 and runs 
through January 21.

The season on Canada and great-
er white-fronted geese, ducks, 
coots and snipe already is open 
and runs to Jan 14, 2011, in Area 1 
and to Jan 21, 2011, in Area 2.

The daily bag limit is seven 
ducks; but it may not contain more 
than two female mallards, two 
redheads, three scaup, two pintails 
and one canvasback.

The daily dark goose bag limit is 
four, and the daily limit for light 
geese is 10.

Possession limits are twice the 
daily bag limit. The daily and 
possession limit for coots is 25, 
and the daily limit for common 
snipe is eight and the possession 
limit 16.

Hunters 16 or older need to buy a 
federal Migratory Bird Stamp (the 
“duck stamp”). All hunters also 
must buy a migratory bird valida-
tion. Both are available from Fish 
and Game license vendors and on-
line at https://id.outdoorcentral.
us/.

For additional details, consult 
the 2010 waterfowl rules brochure 
available at license vendors, Fish 
and Game offices and online at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

KANSAS 
NEW DUCK BAG LIMITS 

IN 2010
6-duck bag limit gives hunters more 
options; certain species limited

The Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks reminds hunters 
that as late-migrating duck seasons 
begin, the daily bag limit for ducks 
has changed from last year. In both 
youth and regular duck seasons, 
six ducks is the daily bag limit. 
(The limit was five last year.) This 
limit may include no more than 
one cansvasback, two redheads, 
two pintails, two scaup, three wood 
ducks, and five mallards (only two 
of which may be hens). The daily 
bag may comprise six of any other 
duck or combination of duck spe-
cies. The possession limit is two 
times the daily bag.

While youth seasons in the Early 
and High Plains zones were Oct. 
2-3, the youth season in the Late 
Zone will be Oct. 23-24. Other 
duck season dates and zones in-
clude the following:

    * High Plains Zone — Oct. 
9-Jan. 3, 2011, and Jan. 22-30, 
2011;

    * Early Zone — Oct.9-Dec.5, 
and Dec. 18-Jan. 2, 2011; and

    * Late Zone — Oct. 30-Jan. 2, 
2011, and Jan. 22-30, 2011.

During youth season, hunters 
15 and younger may take ducks, 
geese, coots, and mergansers 
while hunting under the supervi-
sion of an adult 18 years or older. 
The adult may not hunt.

For weekly updates on public 
waterfowl management areas, 
visit the KDWP website, www.


