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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Alpine 
Publications we have 
offered you an excerpt 
from Retriever Puppy 

Training By Cheryl 
Loveland & Clarice 

Rutherford

The day your new retriever comes  
home is a great day! That bundle of  
energy has the potential for a great 

partnership for many years ahead. Therefore, 
it pays to spend some effort in locating litters 
and in selecting your puppy. If you haven’t yet 
decided on a specific retriever breed, read as 
much as you can about the history as well as the 
current trends of each breed. Talk to different 
owners and breeders. Then decide which one 
seems right for you. Excellent sources of breed-
ers and litters currently available are Retriever 
Field Trial News, Bird Dog & Retriever News 
and the Gun Dog magazine. You can also go 
to the American Kennel Club web site, www.
AKC.com, to connect with names of retriever 
club secretaries in your area who can refer you 
to local breeders.

Good breeders are conscientious and raise 
puppies with great care. Take the time to find the 
right one and to ask a few basic questions about 
the litter. Reliable breeders will not only answer 
your questions but will help you distinguish 
between responsible breeders and individuals 
who raise puppies only for the money, caring 
nothing about the quality of breeding stock or 
the needs of the puppies.

Ask plenty of questions. Are the parents 
from hunting dog, field trial, or show stock? 
Have the sire and dam been used as hunting 
or trial dogs? Have either the sire or dam been 
proven (had previous litters that are now per-

forming well)? Your puppy will not be a carbon 
copy of either parent but will likely have some 
behavioral characteristics of each. If either the 
sire or dam is inferior, or lacking in retrieving 
desire and soundness, the puppies might be 
inferior. Retrieving ability and trainability are 
hereditary factors just like body type, coat, and 
type of head.

Equally important is information about the 
physical condition of the sire and dam. Ask about 

Selecting Your 
Future Retriever

By Cherylon Loveland & Clarice Rutherford



Dec 2010/Jan 2011                                  We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
Ads starting from $120/Yr

21

the parents’ hips. If they have 
an Orthopedic Foundation for 
Animals (OFA) number, they 
are certified as being free from 
hip dysplasia. If they don’t have 
an OFA number, have the hips 
been x-rayed and evaluated 
elsewhere? If so, by whom? 
Do the puppies’ grandparents 
have OFA hips? Don’t settle for 
anything less than verification 
of soundness; just because the 
parents run without limping 
is not a guarantee that their 
hips are sound. Also, check if 
there’s any history of eye prob-
lems. Many retrievers periodi-
cally have their breeding stock 
checked to insure they are free 
of cataracts and other heredi-
tary eye problems.

OBSERVING THE 
LITTER

After you’ve located a litter, 
see the puppies, if possible. By 
six weeks of age, puppies will 
respond in different ways; by 
seven weeks, the pups will be 
ready to leave their littermates. 
There may be only a few pup-
pies to select from, depending 
on how many have already been 
sold and on which pick you 
have-second, third, etc. Some 
breeders reserve the right to do 
the selecting for each purchaser. 
This usually works out well 
because the breeder is trying to 
make the best match between 
puppy and person. of course, 
when puppies are shipped, this 
is always the case.

The puppies should be in 
a clean, healthy environment. 
Does the mother look healthy? 

She might be thin from nurs-
ing, but she should be alert and 
friendly. If possible, see the sire, 
or at least photos of him. Are 
the pups being socialized? Lis-
ten to the breeder’s comments. 
If the puppies are identified 
with ribbon collars or nail pol-
ish markings, the breeder has 
been observing the puppies 
daily and should have a good 
idea of the general personality 
of each pup.

Tell the breeder what type of 
puppy you like and then give 
special attention to the pups 
the breeder indicates would 
be right for you. If you are a 
strong-willed person, you don’t 
want the quiet pup in the litter 
no matter how cute he is. If you 
are an inexperienced trainer 
or an easygoing person, you 
definitely don’t want the most 
aggressive pup in the litter.

OBSERVING 
PUPPIES 

INDIVIDUALLY
Carry the puppies you’re 

interested in, one at a time, 
away from the litter, far enough 
so the pup can’t see or hear his 
littermates. Is the pup curious, 
wagging his tail and explor-
ing? Is he worried and trying 
to return to the litter? Can you 
attract his attention by clapping 
your hands, bending down 
close to him, and having him 
run to you? Does he follow you 
when you walk past him? Even 
though you don’t want a cling-
ing puppy, you do want him to 
come to you at least once before 
he bounces away again.

Does the pup use his eyes? 
Does he watch a rolling ball or 
moving object such as a rag on 
a string?

Is the pup mouthy? For ex-
ample, does he try to play with 
the moving object? Does he 
chew on your shoes? Does he 
grab at your fingers? A good re-
triever is a busy puppy, always 
doing something. At seven and 
eight weeks of age, will the pup 
pick up a dummy and drag it, 
or does he act as if he can’t pick 
it up? These all indicate vary-
ing degrees of mouthiness. A 
general rule of thumb is that the 
mouthier the puppy, the more 
intense the retrieving desire.

Weather permitting; check 
out the puppy’s water attitude. 
Make sure it’s a warm day and 
that the pup has easy access to 
the water. Walk into the pond 
with the pup and call him to 
you. Come out. Walk back in. 
Does the pup readily go in the 
second time? Will he go in and 
out of the water several times, 
or does he sit and watch you go 
in and out of the water?

Is the pup birdy? To find 
out, toss a dead pigeon in front 
of him. Does he sniff and mouth 
it with excitement? Is his tail 
going 90 miles an hour?

To determine the pup’s de-
gree of sensitivity, pinch either 
his ear or between his toes with 
your thumb and finger. Begin 
counting to ten when the pinch 
begins. If he reacts immediately 
before you get to one or two, 
the pup is overly sensitive; if 
he barely reacts by the count of 
eight, he’s not sensitive at all, 
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which often indicates a lack of 
ability to respond to training. 
How does the pup react when 
you release the pinch? Is he for-
giving, licking you and assur-
ing you he is okay, or does he 
turn his head away and ignore 
you? The latter pup will take 
longer to train and won’t let 
you make many mistakes.

Finally, realize that no pup 
is perfect. After you begin train-
ing, some personality traits wilt 
show up that you won’t like. 
Training, however, is behavior 
modification, and your train-
ing program will take your 
puppy’s personality traits into 
consideration.

THE OLDER PUPPY
If you are considering a 

puppy that is twelve weeks or 
older, get two assurances from 
the breeder. 1) The puppy must 
have been taken out of his pen 
on a regular basis to experience 
different environments; other-
wise, kennel shyness may have 
developed. 2) The puppy must 
also have spent time alone with 
a person on a regular basis (for 
example, fifteen minutes a day, 
four days a week); if not, his 
socialization will be retarded, 
and much time and effort will 
be necessary to bring the pup 
to a normal attitude toward 
people. If these two aspects 
have been taken care of by the 
breeder (in other words, if the 
puppy training has begun) you 
can buy an older puppy with 
confidence.

Male or Female
When looking at the pups 

in a litter, the females may 
seem to be further ahead in 
performance. Females are more 
mature until about ten weeks of 
age; then the males begin catch-
ing up. If you haven’t made a 
decision about whether you 
want a male or female, review 
the characteristics of each. Both 
sexes make excellent work-
ing dogs in the field. A male 
might be a flashier worker, 
but many males are prone to 
inter-male aggression. Females 
leave brown spots on the lawn 
when they urinate; male urine 
kills shrubs and evergreens. 
Males mark their territory 
wherever they go. Females are 
smaller, and males usually have 

a heavier, blockier head. A lot of 
hunters think a spayed female 
is the best hunting dog.

DON’T BRING 
HOME TWO

If two puppies are desired, 
wait until the first pup is five to 
six months old before bringing 
home the second. By this age 
the first pup will have bonded 
to you and will be spending 
more time in his kennel area. 
He will also be starting his more 
formal training. The problem 
with two littermates is that the 
initial bonding is to each other 
rather than to you. If they have 
each other, neither pup will 
give you his full attention.

People who decide to get 
two puppies from the same 
litter often do so thinking this 
doubles their chances of getting 
one really good dog out of that 
particular breeding. In reality, 
they’re guaranteeing that nei-
ther pup will be outstanding. 
Modern research in dog behav-
ior indicates that puppy-human 
bonding is essential to superior 
dog performance. If it’s a rare 
person who can induce bond-
ing by more than one puppy 
at a time.

BEST AGE TO TAKE 
PUPPY HOME

The ideal age to bring a 
puppy home is seven to ten 
weeks because a puppy bonds 
very quickly at this time. He’s 
as receptive to human leader-
ship as he’ll ever be. Be mind-
ful that there is a fear period 
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around eight weeks. 
A pup is very sensi-
tive and any severe 
fear he experiences, 
such as extremely 
loud noises or being 
aggressively treated 
by children or adults 
may be deeply im-
bedded and diffi-
cult to overcome. 
On the other hand, 
you shouldn’t baby 
the puppy. Let him 
live a normal rough-
and-tumble puppy 
life -just beware of 
extreme conditions. 
Shipping is often 
done at this age, and 
while some pups 
might react nega-
tively to the experi-
ence, the healthy 
puppy that is active 
and alert is probably better off 
being shipped to his new home 
than spending another few 
weeks in a kennel.

When you cannot 
observe the litter
Trust the breeder. Ask all 

the same questions initially 
and ask about the observations 
you would make if you could 
see the litter. Tell the breeder 
the type of puppy you want 
and then rely on the breeder to 
make the final decision. Many 
breeders require a deposit if 
you want a puppy held for 
you. The remaining payment 
is made at the time you pick up 
the puppy or just before ship-
ping. You should receive the 
puppy litter registration at this 

time, or the promise that it will 
be in mail soon.

DID YOU KNOW?
There are seven retriever 

breeds:

Labrador: 3 colors, easily 
trained, mature early, athletic, 
intense, short coated, favorite 
breed of the professional train-
ers

Golden: lush coats, person-
able family dogs, great hunters, 
loves to please, get along with 
other dogs, easily trained, slow 
to mature

Chesapeake Bay: largest 
and strongest breed, inde-
pendent, love water but not 
as adept in upland terrain, 
weather resistant coat, can be 
over-protective

Flat-Coat:  moderate 
“shake-dry” coat, versatile 
hunters, fun-loving family 
dogs, insatiable desire to 
retrieve, soft temperament, 
slow to mature.

C u r l y - C o a t :  l a rg e , 
strong, durable, coat resists 
burrs and tangles, relatively 
rare in America, love water, 
develop more slowly than 
other retrievers both men-
tally and physically, defi-
nitely a one-family dog.

Nova Scotia Duck Toiler: 
double coats ranging from 
tan to dark red-gold, small, 
hardy, docile, outstanding 
family dogs, can retrieve, 
flush upland birds, and also 
“toll” (bringing ducks in off 
large lakes).

Water Spaniels and some 
Pointers also retrieve.

Copyrights Alpine 
Publications: Retriever 

Puppy Training By 
Cheryl Loveland & 
Clarice Rutherford
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Breeding

When Poochie Is  
Pregnant, Watch  
Her Diet Closely, 

Expert Says

Pickles and ice cream may 
sound like a mouth-watering 
meal for your pregnant Aunt 
Peggy, but when your pooch 
is expecting a litter, nix the 
pickles and pack on the pro-
tein.

Pregnant and nursing ca-
nines require an increased 
supply of nutrients, especially 
calcium and protein, to sup-
port multiple growing fetuses, 
says Teresa Shisk, a veterinary 
technician in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Bio-
medical Sciences at Texas 
A&M University. 

“Pregnant dogs not only 
have to support their grow-

ing puppies, but themselves 
as well,” says Shisk.  “This is 
especially true if the mother is 
two years or younger, because 
young-
er dogs 
are still 
g r o w -
i n g 
t h e m -
selves 
a n d 
cannot 
afford 
to ex-
haust 
t h e i r 
nutrient 
reserves.”

D u r i n g  t h e 
pregnancy, which typically 
lasts 58 to 65 days, the fe-
tuses will use calcium in the 
mother’s body to form strong 

bones, says Shisk.  Once the 
puppies are born, the moth-
er’s calcium will be used to 
produce milk to feed her lit-
ter.  But if she hasn’t been on 
a calcium-rich diet, she may 
not have enough calcium to 
support herself, resulting in 
a potentially life-threatening 
condition called eclampsia. 

Shisk says to keep your 
dog from experiencing any 
deficiencies, a quality diet 
goes a long way. 

“If your dog is on a good 
diet, it can stay on that diet un-
til the last two weeks of preg-
nancy,” notes Shisk.  “Much 
of the puppies’ development 
will occur in the two weeks 
before the mother gives birth.  
Because they’re using more 
nutrients, the mother will 
need to ingest more nutrients.  
Then you’ll need to put her on 
a quality puppy formula.”

But why would an adult 

When Poochie Is 
Pregnant

Litter from Brown’s Spring River Retrievers
Bob & Carla Brown, Monett, MO
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dog need food designed for 
pups? 

Typically, puppy formu-
las are high in energy, easily 
digestible, contain a larger 
quantity of body-building 
protein and provide an ad-
equate supply of calcium, says 
Shisk.  She

advises continuing puppy 
food after the dog gives birth 
and throughout her lactating 
period.  An added bonus is 
that the puppies, once ready 
to try solid food, will be able 
to nibble from their mother’s 
bowl and receive the right mix 
of nutrients.

Vitamins are available for 
pregnant and nursing dogs 
but there is no substitute for a 
quality diet, says Shisk.  “You 
can’t fix a bad diet with vita-
mins,” she believes.

Because her stomach is 
under more pressure than 
usual, your dog will probably 
eat smaller meals on a more 
frequent basis, she notes.  “As 
long as the dog doesn’t have 
any medical problems and 
is basically healthy, it will 
consume enough to maintain 
itself and not overeat,” adds 
Shisk. “A complete loss of 
appetite is usually a good in-
dication that she will go into 
labor soon.” 

Even though it may look 
like Fifi isn’t getting her fill, 
pregnancy is no time to tempt 
her with table food.  “You 
want to be careful not to upset 

her balance,” says Shisk.  Ta-
ble scraps like your unwanted 
meatloaf can contribute to 
excessive weight gain and 
digestive problems in your 
pregnant dog.

Once your dog has given 
birth and nursed all of her 
puppies, it’s time to return 
her to a normal maintenance 
diet.  “Any time you change 
your dog’s diet, you want to 
do it gradually over a period 
of about two weeks,” Shisk 
adds. 

Abruptly changing formu-
las can upset your dog’s sys-
tem and give her the “mother” 
of all stomach aches, she adds.  
Each time you feed your dog, 
add a slightly higher percent-
age of the food you want to 
change to until a complete 
transition is made.

Having raised many dogs 
herself, Shisk knows the im-
portance of a healthy diet and 
proper care for a pregnant 
dog. “It wasn’t easy,” she re-
calls, “but I ended up with a 
healthy mother dog and some 
beautiful grandpuppies.”

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. Sto-
ries can be viewed on the Web 
at http://tamunews.tamu.
edu/
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AKC Papers and Identification: 
What Puppy Buyers Need To 

Know

What Registration Means
The American Kennel Club is a registry 

body, responsible for tracking the lineage of 
dogs representing 161 different breeds. An 
AKC Registration Certificate identifies the 
dog as the offspring of a known sire and dam, 
born on a known date, of a recognized breed. 
AKC registration means that breeders dealing 
in AKC-registered or AKC-registrable dogs 
must open their kennels to AKC inspectors, 
who review care and conditions to make sure 
the dogs are bred in a safe and comfortable 
environment.

What To Expect
When you buy a dog represented as “AKC-

registrable,” you will receive an AKC Dog 
Registration Application, properly filled out 
by the seller. When you complete your portion 
and submit it with the proper fee, the AKC will 
process the application and you will receive an 
AKC Registration Certificate.

No Excuses
Be wary of excuses such as “AKC hasn’t 

sent the papers yet.” The standard processing 
time of any AKC registration item is generally 
only a few days. If a breeder is doing his pa-
perwork in a timely manner, there is no reason 
the AKC Dog Registration Application form 
should not be available. If this document is not 
available at the time of delivery, wait until the 
breeder receives it before you pay for and take 
home your puppy. Once you have completed 
the transaction, there is often no recourse for 
an unsatisfied buyer.

AKC Registration
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No AKC Papers... 
No Dog

If you expect the dog you 
are buying to be AKC-regis-
trable, you should realize it is 
your responsibility to obtain 
the AKC Dog Registration Ap-
plication from the breeder at 
the time you pick up the dog, 
otherwise, you should not buy 
the dog.

AKC Seal
Make sure your registration 

application and papers have the 
official AKC seal. Many other 
registries have alarmingly simi-
lar names, initials and logos.

All Registrations Are 
Not Equal

AKC does not accept reg-
istrations from most other 
domestic registries, so don’t 
assume that you can transfer 
your dog’s registration to AKC 
after buying the dog. Without 
AKC registration for your dog, 
he/she is unable to compete in 
AKC events, or whelp puppies 
that would be AKC-registra-
ble.

The terms “papers” and 
“AKC-registrable/AKC-regis-
tered” are not interchangeable. 
Buyers must look for AKC reg-
istration, the only registry that 
offers the services, events and 
commitment to purebred dogs 
that the buyers - and certainly 
the dogs - deserve.

More information is avail-
able at www.akc.org. Consum-
ers should direct questions and 
concerns about AKC registra-
tion to AKC Customer Service 
at 919-233-9767, or e-mail reg-
istration@akc.org.
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This year’s training trip is scheduled for 2 months from January 8th to March 6th 2010. In 
Beeville, TX in the heart of quail country on 8,700 acres.

The training trip cost is $1,100.00.

 *In order for your dog to be secured a spot, a down payment of half must be received no 
later than January 1st. Remaining balance due when you drop off of your dog.

REQUIRED: All dogs MUST be current with all shots, including Bordatella, and a Rattle 
snake vaccine. 

A Rabies Certificate must accompany all dogs.

All dogs must be dropped off no earlier than two days prior to departure or a kennel board-
ing fee will apply.

Please remember to label crates, in permanent marker, with name, address, and phone number.

(Two) 40 lb. bags of dog food is required with each dog. I prefer to use Purina Pro Plan. If 
your dog is a barker, please send a bark collar with extra batteries. Treats welcome

 If you have any questions, feel free to call.

Fox Run Kennel
c/o Matt Eder

2657 Rainbow St.
Brook Park, MN 55007

C-320-360-5568 / H-320-679-2568
E-mail: edersfoxrun@live.com

Please return this portion with payment no later than January 1st.

Dog Name:_____________________________ Breed:__________________________________

Sex: M [ ] F [ ] **if female, date of last cycle D.O.B.: ___________________________________

Owner’s Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

                 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: ______________________________
___ 

Fox Run Kennels
Texas Training Trip
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Industry News

Ruffed Grouse 
Society Disappointed 
With Federal Ruling

The Ruffed Grouse Society 
(RGS) is sincerely disappointed 
with a recent federal court rul-
ing regarding recreation on the 
Huron-Manistee National For-
est in central Michigan; noting 
that it sets a troubling precedent 
that could pose a threat to hunt-
ing on all of our federal lands.

The ruling by the 6th Circuit 
Court of Appeals states that the 
Forest must consider banning 
gun hunting on 66,000 acres of 
areas designated as “Semiprim-
itive”.  The ruling questions 
whether hunting is a compat-
ible use of these areas given that 
Forest Plan direction states that 
users will find a “high prob-
ability of experiencing isolation 
from the sights and sounds of 
humans.”  The following quote 
from the ruling is disappointing 
as it paints hunters and hunt-
ing in a very negative light – 
“And so, in striking a balance 
between competing uses of the 
Forests, one might expect the 
Service seriously to consider 
whether, say, birdwatchers in 
fall should be able to enjoy their 
pastime, in 6.75 percent of the 
Forests, without ducking for the 
occasional gunshot.”

Part of the court’s rationale 
for this ruling is that the Forest 
failed to consider land manage-
ment direction (banning gun 

hunting on the Semiprimitive 
areas) that would minimize 
the duplication of recreational 
opportunity when considering 
state lands in Michigan.  Because 
gun hunting is allowed on vir-
tually all state lands, the court 
suggests that the Forest should 
have considered banning gun 
hunting on the Semiprimitive 
areas.  This portion of the rul-
ing could force federal agen-
cies to consider restricting gun 
hunting to accommodate quiet 
pursuits in regions where other 
public lands open to hunting 
are abundant.

According to Mike Zagata, 
RGS President and CEO, “The 
potential ramifications to hunt-
ing of this unfortunate court 
decision are huge.  The court is 
suggesting that the mere sound 
of a gunshot is incompatible 
with other public uses of our 
public lands.  In addition, the 
court fails to recognize that with 
the exception of spring turkey 
hunting, the vast majority of 
hunters are afield in the fall well 
after the prime period for bird-
watching has passed and well 
before cross-country ski and 
snowshoe enthusiasts take to 
the woods.  This decision could 
well be the single greatest threat 
to hunting on our federal public 
lands in recent memory, and 
RGS plans to enlist the support 
of its members and volunteers 
to oppose it.”

The Court has given the 
Huron-Manistee 90 days to re-
vise its Forest Plan to address 
the issues raised in this ruling.  
RGS will continue to coordi-
nate the involvement of other 
leading wildlife conservation 
organizations to address the 
threats posed by this court deci-
sion and to protect the right of 
hunters to pursue their passion 
on their public lands.

Number of U.S. 
Hunters Greater Than 

Expected
A new study funded by 

NSSF and carried out by South-
wick Associates has found that 
the pool of American hunters 
is much larger than previously 
thought.

This report estimates that 
21.8 million Americans hunted 
at least once over the past five 
years. Previous estimates have 
shown over 14 million youth 
and adults hunt each year, but 
not all hunters take to the field 
every year.

Conducted in partnership 
with 17 state wildlife agencies, 
the study assessed license sales 
patterns and found that 78 per-
cent of the U.S. hunters who 
bought a license in a given year 
also purchased one again the 
following year. By examining 
purchasing patterns over mul-
tiple years, it was determined 
that for every two hunters in 
the field this year, one is taking 
the year off.

This discovery can lead to 
major conservation and eco-


