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trainer will be more quickly sat-
isfied or impressed by his dog’s 
performance in the hunting 
field than the owner of one of 
the pointing breeds. Generally, 
trainers of spaniels and retriev-
ers satisfy more owners because 
the hunting styles of the dogs 
they work with more read-
ily lend themselves to training 
techniques that don’t require 
much in the way of grounds 
and game.

This, however, also entails 
some risk of dissatisfaction 
when the owner of a spaniel 
or retriever, wants good per-
formance producing shots on 
game within gun range as well 
as recovering what’s been shot. 
Many spaniel and retriever 
trainers, long on dog training 
technique, know very little 
of actual hunting; they don’t 

find time to 
hunt because 
they devote 
all their time 
to  training 
formalities in 
order to meet 
field trial re-
quirements. 
Pro-trainers 
w h o  h u n t 
extensively 
with their re-
trievers and 
spaniels are 
r a re .  M o s t 
flushing dogs 
will, however, 
adapt read-
i ly  enough 
to hunting to 
satisfy a ca-
sual hunter 
w i t h  o n l y 

limited experience. But the seri-
ous upland bird hunter should 
seek a trainer who hunts and 
knows the difference between 
developing a hunting retriever 
or spaniel and programing a 
non‑slip waterfowl retriever, or 
a spaniel with a pattern‑perfect 
quartering beat in uniform 
cover.

Regarding the gun dog 
breeds that point their game 
with the exception of owners 
who follow bird dogs on horse-
back hunts or “jeep‑hunt” in 
big country, the “covey‑dog” 
kind of hunting canine (often 
characterized as “one of those 
big‑going field trial dogs”) is an 
anathema for most hunters.

But because his preference 
is for a more laid back, closer 

ranging, “singles‑dog” type, 
the “average hunter” who 
seeks the help of a pro‑trainer 
is between a rock and a hard 
place. There is virtually no 
chance that a trainer of any-
thing from a “meat dog” to an 
on‑foot “gentleman’s shooting 
dog” will give that dog much 
exposure to wild game during 
training.

 So a hunter who wants his 
gun dog familiarized with wild 
game and its reactions to a gun 
dog in a natural setting must 
send the dog out to be trained 
in a style he doesn’t understand 
or appreciate,  by men who 
may neglect any one-shot gun 
dogs that fill out their training 
strings. Trainers willing to trav-
el to find wild game favor of 
the prestigious field trial com-
petitors belonging to devoted 
owners who are year-around, 
repeat customers.

 Those trainers of field trial 
dogs can’t be faulted for know-
ing who butters their bread. 
In fact, the hunter who sends 
a dog “to the prairies” during 
the summer months is being 
subsidized by the owners of the 
competitive dogs; those dogs 
which gain fame and fortune 
in simulated hunts, the major  
field trials which evaluate the 
breeding stock that produces 
not only champions but dogs 
that do the best jobs for hard 
hunting upland gunners. With-
out field trialers footing the bill, 
there’d be no hauling bird dogs 
thousands of miles in order to 
condition them to the rigors of 
hard hunting in natural cover 
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with the behavior of the na-
tive birds they seek.

However, as sort of sec-
ond cousins to the affluent, 
those hunters who chose to 
send their gun dogs off with 
an eminent field trial trainer/
handler should recognize 
that they won’t have choice 
seats at the banquet table. 
The trainer heading up the 
operation will spend very 
little if any personal time with 
the hunting dogs in the string. 
So when a hunter’s dog comes 
back, he shouldn’t be naive 
enough to claim that “good ol’ 
Buck was trained by so-and-so 
the guy that won The National 
a couple years ago.”

 If the top trainer has suf-
ficient, good help under his 
supervision, a trip to the prai-
ries for a hunting dog will be a 
pay‑off investment for a sports-
man. If a competent trainer is 
short of good help or sloughs 
off the gun dog training to 
some rummy, hanging around 
camp, enrolling a hunting dog 
will turn out to be an expensive 
waste of time.

The responsibility for check-
ing out trainers and deciding 
who and what will most benefit 
a hunting dog rests exclusively 
with the owner. The vast ma-
jority of trainers are honest. 
Responsible ones will give you 
references so you can check 
with satisfied clients. You may 
find a trainer who will discuss 
and consider your require-
ments for a hunting dog and 
“custom train” by altering and 
adjusting his customary train-

ing routine to suit you or the 
individual dog. But that will be 
a rare find. Most have a pretty 
cut and dried modus operandi, 
to which some dogs quickly 
adapt others are drilled into 
acquiescence and some simply 
fail. There is very little a gun 
dog owner can do about how 
well his dog is trained once he 
commits to a trainer, so shop-
ping around isn’t a waste of 
time.

Remember that field trial 
performers are superlatively 
trained. The best of them are 
“bird‑dogs‑plus” because their 
owners had faith in the men 
they commissioned to do the 
training and paid for the time 
it takes to evaluate and bring 
along a champion.

Few hunters are that de-
voted. It is easy for misun-
derstandings to occur when a 
hunter believes a dog ought to 
be “fully trained”  if it spends a 
couple of months with a trainer. 
In turn, trainers feel pressure 
to show some results and may 
shortcut something that, given 
time to come along on its own, 
might have been naturally in-
duced rather than mechanically 

instilled.

Everyone, including the 
dog in question, will be much 
happier and better off if own-
ers recognize that, given the 
world as we know it today, the 
“professionally trained hunting 
dog” expected after X‑number 
of months may rate the descrip-
tion of “well trained” but has 
not yet proven to be a hunting 
dog.

How long before the dog 
a sportsman gets back from a 
trainer (who has discharged his 
responsibility to implement the 
mechanics of training) becomes 
a trained hunting dog rests en-
tirely with the owner. Progress 
will depend on how responsible 
the gun dogs owner is in seeing 
that his trained charge is hunt-
ed hard and frequently on wild 
game in its natural habitat. That 
should be an enviable respon-
sibility. But for most sportsmen 
today, it is easier contemplated 
than accomplished.
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we 
offer you seven pages from this book to decide 

if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Univerity Of WI Press 
we have offered you an excerpt 

from A Grouse Hunters Almanac 
by Mark Parman 

IT’S TALKED ABOUT IN BARS, on sport-
ing clays courses, in operating rooms, even in 
churches. Magazines publish articles about it, 
university professors research and write about 
it, and biologists present their findings at con-
ferences. Every September our local paper runs 
the same annual article about it, and still we 
know so little about it‑the Cycle, the mystifying 
fluctuation of the ruffed grouse population that 
runs its course roughly every decade, crashing, 
headlong from a high to a low sometimes in just 
one season.

The ruffed grouse population cycle has 
been called one of the last: great mysteries in 
wildlife management, and biologists have tried 
to, explain this phenomenon with numerous 
theories, some plausible, others downright flaky. 
One theory states that parasites weaken birds 
to the point that other factors‑cold and scarcity 
of food‑kill off many of them. This idea comes 
from English scientists an work with red grouse, 
research that may or may not be applicable to 
America’s ruffed grouse populations.

Gordon Gullion, the country’s best‑known 
and respected ruffed grouse biologist, has pos-
tulated that aspens emit a toxin to protect their 
buds and keep grouse populations in check. 
Grouse, finding their favorite buds no longer 
palatable, seek other foods not as abundant or 
nutritious. This, in turn, weakens them, making 
them susceptible to cold, predators, and starva-
tion. This is when goshawks (Accipiter gentilis, 
the gentle hawk), great horned owls, and subzero 
nights of little or no snow wreck havoc on the 
population.

In landscapes dominated by aspens, like 
those of northern Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
where Gullion did most of his research, the pop-
ulation cycles between high and low extremes. 
Popple forests are hit hardest and during the ebb 
of the cycle seem devoid of birds. Covers hold-
ing nearly two dozen birds one year could be 
empty two years later. During some bleak years, 
I wonder if the birds will ever come back.

Another recent theory links grouse to tent 
caterpillars, also known as army worms, which 
denude aspen and oak. Grouse get fat on the 
two-inch worms, which invade the north woods 
by the billions. On quiet, windless days, their 
droppings sound like a soft rain. Motorcyclists 
have slid out on corners, the road slicked by mil-

The Grouse Cycle
By Mark Parman 
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lions of smashed army worm 
carcasses. According to biolo-
gists, the downside for grouse 
fattening on army worms is 
that the denuded trees leave 
them more vulnerable to their 
archenernies: the great horned 
owl and the goshawk. Worms 
proliferate to plaguelike num-
bers on aspen, grouse feed 
on worms (expanding their 
numbers), and we get the good 
years. Then hawks and owls 
move in and fatten on the abun-
dant grouse, whose numbers 
begin to tumble, and the cycle 
turns down. In the lean years, 
grouse hunter numbers follow 
and tumble accordingly.

Many grouse hunters be-
lieve that a predator‑prey re-
lationship causes the ebb and 
flow of the ruffed grouse popu-
lation. In short when snowshoe 
hares become scarce, great 
horned owls, northern north-
ern or goshawks, and other 
avian predators exploit the 
next available food source, 
which happens to be the ruffed 
grouse. Some hunters are sure 
hawks and owls are gobbling 
up “their birds” that they shoot 
avian predators whenever they 
get the chance. Charles Nor-
ris dressed the hawk and owl 
problem in his Eastern Upland 
Shooting and his solution was 
simple: shoot all predators on 
sight. He wrote, “Only a season 
or two ago I had the satisfaction 
of killing one of these hawks (a 
goshawk), which flushed from 
a newly fallen grouse.... This 
bird should be destroyed at 
every opportunity.” Leopold, 
in his early years, also thought 

that predators depressed game 
populations. He thought wolves 
in Arizona were harming the 
deer population and that no 
wolves would mean a hunter’s 
paradise, a view he later re-
canted in his essay “Thinking 
Like a Mountain.” He wrote, 
“In those days we had never 
heard of passing up the chance 
to kill a wolf” Leopold stated 
that he was young and “full of 
triggeritch.” After he and half a 
dozen colleagues pumped lead 
into a wolf pack, they watched 
one old wolf die, witnessing the 
“fierce green fire dying in her 
eyes.” From that day forward, 
he “sensed that neither the wolf 
nor the mountain agreed with 
such a view” toward preda-
tors

Once on a hunt the guy 
with me wanted to blast a great 
horned owl out of an oak tree 
before I talked him out of it. 
This same guy plugged a por-
cupine on another hunt, put-
ting five rounds into its body 
before it dropped from the tree 
it was debarking and hit the 
ground with a thud. Nearly 
as stunned as the porcupine, I 
kept my mouth shut that time 
and haven’t hunted with him 
since. Then one of my dogs got 
quilled, and it happened again 
a month later. After putting 
the dog in a headlock, yanking 
out several dozen quills, and 
spurting blood all over myself 
and the decking of the back 
porch, I at least understood his 
antiporcupine venom.

Another time a goshawk 
dove on a grouse we had just 
flushed, flaring when I fired at 

the fleeing grouse. I have no 
desire to go hawk or owl gun-
ning and can’t imagine country 
without these grouse predators, 
just like I can’t imagine the 
north woods without the wolf. 
Like Leopold, I think there’s a 
place in our world for nonhu-
man predators and they have 
as much right to life as me. In 
fact, they may have more right 
to grouse than we do since hu-
mans have a much wider range 
of food sources and choices.

Leopold, in his essay “The 
Farmer as a Conservationist,” 
suggested that the cycle was 
the result of poor land man-
agement by humans. “Were 
grouse and rabbits always and 
everywhere cycle” I used to 
think so, but now I doubt it. I 
suspect the cycles are a disorder 
of animal populations, in some 
way spread by awkward land‑
use.” Leopold didn’t blame 
predators, parasites, or toxins; 
he blamed man, suggesting that 
somehow we have upset the 
natural balance so that animal 
populations never stabilize. 
They teeter back and forth 
between increase and decrease 
because we’ve monkeyed so 
much with the landscape and 
their lives.

Most of the research on 
grouse claims that hunting 
pressure has little if any effect 
on grouse populations and that 
killing a million birds, as the 
Minnesota DNR estimated its 
state did in 2000, doesn’t harm 
the overall population. Biolo-
gists call human hunting “an-
cillary predation.” A century 
ago man killed few grouse and 
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two hundred years ago 
even fewer. Yet how can 
our added hunting pres-
sure our dogs, vehicles, 
beep collars, and ballisti-
cally super shotguns ‑not 
have a negligible effect on 
grouse populations? Some 
studies found that similar 
habitat, one section open 
to hunting and the other 
closed to hunting, showed 
little difference in overall 
population. In fact, the 
hunted section in such a 
study in Pennsylvania re-
ported higher populations 
than the nonhunted sec-
tion. Game organizations, 
guides, and the hunting 
industry in general like to 
cite these studies, but my 
common sense tells me 
to leave a bird or two in 
the lean years. Each and 
every dead grouse subtracts 
something‑if nothing else the 
energy of its presence‑ from the 
landscape.

In the end, the Cycle isn’t 
so bad. Besides, there’s not 
much we can do about it. In 
a way I enjoy the down years 
since fewer hunters take to 
the Woods, and I don’t have 
to wonder if there will be a car 
or truck parked in “my spot.” 
According to DNR statistics, 
about 200,000 Wisconsin grouse 
hunters take to the woods each 
year, which means about one in 
twenty‑five Wisconsinites hunts 
grouse. When the cycle bottoms 
out and it starts to seem like 
grouse should be placed on 
the Endangered Species List, 
close to 190,000 of these hunt-

ers give up and turn to other 
pursuits: waterfowling, home 
improvements, repairing deer 
stands, NASCAR, the Packers. 
The woods empty out, at least 
until the gun deer season ap-
proaches, and that gives me 
more room in which to roam 
about.

The lean years of the Cycle 
probably benefit woodcock as 
well since the majority of Wis-
consin grouse hunters shoot 
woodcock incidentally, their 
seasons and habitat overlap-
ping. If a grouse drought sends 
hunters to other pursuits, then 
fewer woodcock will serve as 
feathered targets, and, unlike 
grouse, all research points to 
lack of suitable habitat as the 
primary reason for the alarming 

decline in wood-
c o c k  n u m b e r s 
each year.

When I  got 
s e r i o u s  a b o u t 
grouse hunting 
and bought my 
first pointing dog, 
I was too green 
to realize that the 
Cycle had plum-
meted to its base-
ment bottom. We 
would go out all 
day and see six 
or eight birds, one 
an hour, and I was 
pleased; when the 
Cycle swung up-
ward and peaked, 
we put up that 
many birds in for-
ty acres, which 
made me feel like 
the wealthiest 

man in the county.

The bottom of the cycle, that 
purgatory for grouse hunters, 
brings forth a hunger for more 
birds, for better times, which 
makes the top of the Cycle 
that much sweeter. Some truth 
remains in the old cliche’ that 
absence makes the heart grow 
fonder, but then again, who 
am I kidding? Grouse hunters 
would like to live forever at the 
top of the Cycle in an endless 
autumn of untold birds.

Copyrights University 
Of WI Press Grouse 
Hunters Almanac by 

Mark Parman 
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Legislation

The American Vet 
erinary Medical  
A s s o c i a t i o n 

(AVMA) questions whether 
limit laws, such as Proposi-
tion B, recently passed in 
Missouri, are the best ap-
proach to improving the 
welfare of dogs. 

On November 2, voters 
in Missouri passed Propo-
sition B, a statutory amend-
ment that places a limit on 
the number of unspayed or 
unneutered dogs breeders 
in that state can own.  Its 
intent was to improve the 
welfare of dogs kept by 
high-volume breeders, but 
Dr. Ron DeHaven, chief 
executive officer of the 
AVMA, expressed concern 
that the amendment may 
miss its mark.

“Unfortunately, Propo-
sition B doesn’t do much 
to actually provide for the 
care of animals, but only 
sets limits on the number 

of animals that can be kept. 
And there is no research to 
show that limit laws, like 
Proposition B, actually do 
anything to improve the 
welfare of the animal,” said 
Dr. DeHaven in a video 
statement.  “To help state 
and local governments de-

AVMA questions power of 
Prop B to improve welfare 

of Missouri’s dogs

Article finished on 
page 66

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888‑0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web‑site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm‑raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60‑90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

sign effective regulations, 
the AVMA has drafted 
model legislation that, if 
enacted, would actually 
improve the welfare of 
dogs at breeding facilities, 
animal shelters, retail pet 
stores and other types of 
operations.

“Dogs that are bred to 
be pets deserve good care, 
not only for their own well‑
being, but also to help en-
sure they become healthy 
pets with a good tempera-
ment.  Unfortunately, there 
are some operations that 
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Vets Corner

What is canine 
parvovirus?

Canine parvovirus type 2 
(CPV‑2) is a highly contagious 
and serious disease caused by a 
virus that attacks the gastroin-
testinal tract of puppies, dogs, 
and wild canids (e.g. foxes, 
wolves, coyotes). It was first 
identified in 1978 and is seen 
worldwide. It also can damage 
the heart muscle in very young 
and unborn puppies.

There are several variants 
of CPV‑2 (CPV‑2a, CPV‑2b, 
CPV‑2c) based on analysis of 
the genetics of the virus, but 
they produce similar signs in 
animals. CPV-2b is the most 
common variant in the US. 
CPV‑2c was first confirmed in 
the U.S. in 2006, and is becom-
ing the second most common 
variant.

How is parvovirus 
spread?

CPV-2 is highly contagious 
and is spread by direct dog‑to‑
dog contact and contact with 
contaminated feces (stool), 
environments or people. The 
virus can also contaminate 
kennel surfaces, food and wa-

ter bowls, collars and leashes, 
and the hands and clothing of 
people who handle infected 
dogs. It is resistant to heat, cold, 
humidity, and drying, and can 
survive in the environment 
for long periods of time. Even 
trace amounts of feces contain-
ing parvovirus may serve as 
environmental reservoirs of 
the virus and infect other dogs 
that come into the infected 
environment. CPV-2 is readily 
transmitted from place to place 
on the hair or feet of dogs or via 
contaminated cages, shoes, or 
other objects.

What dogs are at risk?
All dogs are at risk, but pup-

pies less than four months old 
and dogs that have not been 
vaccinated against canine par-
vovirus are at increased risk of 
becoming infected and ill.

What are some 
signs of parvovirus 

infection?
Dogs infected with the CPV‑

2 virus that are ill are often said 
to have “parvo.” CPV‑2 infec-
tion causes lethargy; loss of 
appetite; fever; vomiting; and 
severe, often bloody, diarrhea. 

Vomiting and diarrhea can 
cause rapid dehydration, and 
most deaths from parvovirus 
occur within 48 to 72 hours 
following the onset of clinical 
signs. If your puppy or dog 
shows any of these signs, you 
should contact your veterinar-
ian immediately.

How is canine 
parvovirus diagnosed 

and treated?
CPV‑2 infection is often sus-

pected based on the dog’s his-
tory, physical examination, and 
laboratory tests. Fecal testing 
can confirm the diagnosis.

No specific drug is avail-
able that will kill the virus in 
infected dogs, and treatment is 
intended to support the dog’s 
body systems until the dog’s 
immune system can fight off 
the viral infection. Treatment 
should be started immediately 
and consists primarily of ef-
forts to combat dehydration by 
replacing electrolyte and fluid 
losses, controlling vomiting 
and diarrhea, and preventing 
secondary infections. Sick dogs 
should be kept warm and re-
ceive good nursing care. When 
a dog develops parvo, treat-
ment can be very expensive, 
and the dog may die despite 
aggressive treatment. Early 
recognition and aggressive 
treatment are very important 
in successful outcomes.

Since CPV-2 is highly con-
tagious, isolation of infected 
dogs is necessary to minimize 
spread of infection. Proper 
cleaning and disinfection of 

Canine Parvovirus
By American Veterinary Medical Association. 

Revised December 2009
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contaminated kennels and 
other areas where infected dogs 
are (or have been) housed is 
essential to control the spread 
of parvovirus. The virus is not 
easily killed, so consult your 
veterinarian for specific guid-
ance on cleaning and disinfect-
ing agents.

How is parvovirus 
prevented?

Vaccination and good hy-
giene are critical components of 
canine parvovirus prevention.

Vaccination is extremely 
important. Young puppies are 
very susceptible to infection, 
particularly because the natu-
ral immunity provided in their 
mothers’ milk may wear off be-
fore the puppies’ own immune 
systems are mature enough to 
fight off infection. If a puppy is 
exposed to canine parvovirus 
during this gap in protection, 
it may become ill. An addi-
tional concern is that immunity 
provided by a mother’s milk 
may interfere with an effective 
response to vaccination. This 
means even vaccinated puppies 
may occasionally be infected 
by parvovirus and develop 
disease. To reduce gaps in pro-
tection and provide the best 
protection against parvovirus 
during the first few months of 
life, a series of puppy vaccina-
tions are administered. Puppies 
should receive a dose of canine 
parvovirus vaccine between 14 
and 16 weeks of age, regard-
less of how many doses they 
received earlier, to develop 
adequate protection.

To protect their adult dogs, 
pet owners should be sure that 
their dog’s parvovirus vaccina-
tion is up‑to‑date. Ask your vet-
erinarian about a recommend-
ed vaccination 
program for 
your canine 
companion.

In spite of 
proper vacci-
nation, a small 
percentage of 
dogs do not de-
velop protec-
tive immunity 
and  remain 
susceptible to 
infection.

U n t i l  a 
puppy has re-
ceived its com-
plete series of 
vaccinations, 
pet owners should use cau-
tion when bringing their pet to 
places where young puppies 
congregate (e.g. pet shops, 
parks, puppy classes, obedience 
classes, doggy daycare, kennels, 
and grooming establishments). 
Reputable establishments and 
training programs reduce ex-
posure risk by requiring vac-
cinations, health examinations, 
good hygiene, and isolation of 
ill puppies and dogs. Contact 
with known infected dogs and 
their premises should always 
be avoided.

Finally, do not let your pup-
py or adult dog to come into 
contact with the fecal waste 
of other dogs while walking 
or playing outdoors. Prompt 
and proper disposal of waste 

material is always advisable as 
a way to limit spread of canine 
parvovirus infection as well as 
other diseases that can infect 
humans and animals.

Dogs with vomit-
ing or diarrhea or other 
dogs which have been 
exposed to ill dogs 
should not be taken to 
kennels, show grounds, 
dog parks, or other ar-
eas where they will 
come into contact with 
other dogs. Similar-
ly, unvaccinated dogs 
should not be exposed 
to ill dogs or those with 
unknown vaccination 
histories. People who 
are in contact with sick 
or exposed dogs should 
avoid handling of other 
dogs or at least wash 
their hands and change 

their clothes before doing so.

Although this brochure 
provides basic information 
about canine parvovirus, your 
veterinarian is always your best 
source of health information. 
Consult your veterinarian for 
more information about canine 
parvovirus and its prevention.

And Now A Note On 
Your Pet’s

Article finished on 
page 66
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We get asked all the time 
about our marketing because it 
is ever changing and I am will-
ing to take a dabble at anything 
new. I try to get an hour or two 
of training a day on the latest 
and greatest technology. I did 
a column like this a few years 
ago and thought it was time 
to revisit it. Not that everyone 
should be doing all of these but 
you should at least know they 
exist.

Websites: If you are in busi-
ness these days and don’t have 
a website, you may not stay in 
business long. At very least you 
should have one with contact 
information so people know 
you exist. You can get one for 
under $200 a year, we offer 
them from $160 a year. It’s a 
great way to show your buyers 
your latest litter and the style 
of some of your older dogs and 
breeding stock.

Blogs: It’s the latest craze 
on the web. It is a lot simpler 
than people think. It’s like once 
a month writing that classic 
Christmas letter to relatives. 
You can go to Blogger, Blogspot 
or many others and set up a free 
blog. Write a page about what 
you did around your kennel or 

business that month, how ever 
so mundane. It may be of inter-
est to your customers to stay 
n touch. After setting up your 
blog you will need to get a hold 
of your customers e‑mail to let 
them know you have a blog.

Twitter: Some people think 
this is the most useless ap-
plication ever invented… and 
others think it is great. We have 
several Twitter feeds… hey to 
quote John Belushi in Animal 
House: it don’t cost nuthin! We 
have several thousand people 
following our Twitter feeds 
and periodically talk about our 
breeders and advertisers in the 
140 characters allowed. 

YouTube: With over a hun-
dred million people watching 
videos on Youtube it’s a good 
place to let people know you 
exist. Many of us have cute vid-
eo of pups or the classic hunting 
or dog-training scene that oth-
ers could watch and rave over. 
And as Belushi says… Don’t 
cost nuthin!

Google Adv Words: Do 
you ever get those calls that 
the voice on the other end says 
we’ll put you on top of Google? 
Most times they are just looking 

how much it cost per day on 
Google adv words then dou-
bling or tripling the cost and of-
fering it to you, they pocket the 
rest. We at Bird Dog & Retriever 
News are on the top of all kinds 
of Google Searches, not just one 
and pay so our advertisers get 
the traffic.

Chat Rooms and Bulletin 
Boards: Ever wanna put your 
two cents in or share your 
wisdom with others. There are 
millions of chat rooms and bul-
letin boards on the net for ex-
actly that… for the most part… 
don’t cost nuthin! A good place 
to start is Yahoo and click on 
Groups.

Facebook: We have only 
been on Facebook a few months, 
now we go to it daily. I have a 
dozen Facebook accounts. Seem 
nuts? Not really. I have a per-
sonal Facebook page, where we 
keep track of our long lost rela-
tives and the escapades of our 
son. I have one for Bird Dog & 
Retriever News, another for our 
Retriever News site, another for 
our Brittany site, another for a 
Wine Club we run. The Face-
book sites all are unique and it’s 
kinda like a two‑way blog. It’s a 
great way to exchange pictures 
and keep in touch in under a 
minute a day.

Well I could go on for hours 
but that is just a taste of the free 
or nearly free things you can be 
doing for your kennel or busi-
ness online.

Happy Holidays,

Dennis G

Publisher’s Pulpit

New Tools For Breeder/
Business Marketing

By Dennis Guldan
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Extreme Dogs

Brea, Calif., (October 12, 2010) 
— Lindsay and Anna King enjoy 
taking their 5-year-old English 
mastiff Moose to the vacant field 
across from their home in Green 
Valley, Ariz. There’s plenty of 
space to explore, and Moose usu-
ally doesn’t share the field with 
anything but the occasional graz-
ing cow. However, during a recent 
visit to the field, Moose caught 
sight of a mule that had ventured 
into the area. Eager to investigate, 
Moose slowly crept behind the 
mule for a better sniff. “And that’s 
when the mule kicked him right 
in the head,” Lindsay said. “The 
mule kicked him so hard that if 
he had been a smaller breed of 
dog, I know Moose would have 
been dead.”

The Kings examined Moose 
immediately and found a swollen 
knot under the dog’s jaw and a 
small amount of blood from a cut 
on his cheek. “We got him back 
home and by then, his head had 
swollen to about twice its normal 
size,” Lindsay said. “He was also 
staring off into space, so we knew 
he’d need to see a veterinarian.”

With their regular veterinar-
ian’s office closed for the weekend, 
Lindsay and Anna drove Moose 
30 miles to a veterinary hospital 
in Tucson. A lengthy examination 
and a series of X‑rays revealed 
that the kick to the head hadn’t 

resulted in any loose teeth or a 
broken jaw.

“We knew Moose was in a 
lot of pain 
when we got 
him home 
and he went 
straight for 
his kennel,” 
L i n d s a y 
sa id .  “He 
just wanted 
to  be  le f t 
alone.” The 
Kings kept 
Moose quiet 
a n d  c o m -
fortable, ad-
ministered 
t h e  p a i n 
medication 
prescribed 
by the veter-
inarian, and 
tried unsuc-
cessfully to 
ice the dog’s 
swollen jaw 
(“Moose didn’t like that at all”). 
Three days later, Moose was back 
on his feet.

The Kings haven’t seen the 
mule that kicked Moose during 
the few trips they’ve made back to 
the field since the accident, but the 
mastiff stays close to Lindsay and 
Anna just the same. “We’re going 
to keep Moose on his leash from 

now on,” Lindsay said.

Lindsay’s claim for Moose’s 
mule incident was one of more 
than 80,000 claims received in the 
month of September by Veterinary 
Pet Insurance Co. (VPI), the na-
tion’s oldest and largest provider 
of pet health insurance. Lindsay’s 
claim was considered along with 
other uncommon medical claims 
submitted in September and se-
lected by VPI as the most unusual 
of the bunch.

As the most unusual claim 
submitted in September, Lindsay’s 

claim will 
be placed 
in the run-
ning for the 
2011 VPI 
Hambone 
AwardSM. 
E a c h 
m o n t h , 
V P I  e m -
p l o y e e s 
nominate 
the most 
i n t e re s t -
ing claim 
s u b m i t -
ted, and in 
September 
2011, the 
company 
w i l l  a s k 
the public 
to vote for 
the most 
u n u s u a l 
c l a i m  o f 

the year. The VPI Hambone Award 
is named in honor of a VPI‑insured 
dog that got stuck in a refrigerator 
and ate an entire Thanksgiving 
ham while waiting for someone 
to find him. The dog was even-
tually found with a licked‑clean 
ham bone and a mild case of hy-
pothermia.

Dog Gets a Kick Out of 
Encounter With Mule

Nation’s Largest Pet Insurer Selects Most Unusual September Claim


