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but a pack of dogs that, stacked 
up against those of grandpa’s 
time, stumble around and hunt 
hardly a lick.

The thesis that a trained dog 
of one of the sport-
ing breeds prob-
ably isn’t a produc-
tive hunting dog 
is likely to raise 
indignant howls 
from both pro-
fessional trainers 
and their custom-
ers, past, present 
and prospective. 
Trainers will as-
sert that they do 
turn out finished 
hunting dogs. A 
few do. Hunters, 
who have never 
given their dogs and 
adequate chance to learn the 
game, will charge trainers with 
misrepresentation. A few will 
be guilty as charged.

But get real. The ultimate 
factor in whether a pro-trained 
dog will be become a good 
hunter is the dog’s owner. This 
isn’t easy for a sportsman to ac-
knowledge after he has paid to 
have his dog, trained and per-
haps even emphasized to the 
trainer that he wants “a hunting 
dog not a field trial dog.” Blam-
ing something or someone else 
is always easier than accepting 
responsibility.

On the other hand, there 
are trainers who do not “level 
with” their clients. They infer 
they are training dogs to hunt. 
Until 30-or-so years ago, it was 
possible for a conscientious 

trainer to give a dog in training 
some experience on wild game. 
But todays’ trainer can hardly 
be criticized for not doing so. 
The same restrictions in regard 
to the availability of game, and 

grounds upon which to hunt it 
apply to him as to his hunter 
customer.

What does that mean? With 
rare exceptions, hunting dogs 
today are trained on planted 
or released pigeons or artifi-
cially reared game farm birds 
in a uniform and restricted area 

specifically licensed to permit 
shooting and training dogs.

Most are trained well. 
Where the  flush and retrieve 
breeds (spaniels and retriev-

ers) are concerned, 
the conversion from 
hand-reared game 
(even dummies) to 
hunting wild game 
is not as difficult as 
it is for the point 
and retrieve breeds, 
whether they be the 
traditional Point-
ers and Setters or 
one of the versatile 
Continental breeds. 
Training Labs, Gold-
ens, Springers et al is 
more structured and 

mechanical.

The pointing breeds can 
learn to find and handle wild 
game only by doing it on the 
real thing, not through a course 
in modified obedience train-
ing. 

The owner who gets his 
retriever or spaniel back from 
a responsible and competent 
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