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Duffey’s Domain
Words of Wit & Wisdom From Dave Duffey

Creating a Great Gun 
Dog

By Dave Duffey

Experience and expo 
sure are the season 
ings that make great 

gun dogs. They enhance the 
“meat and potatoes” good train-
ing provides without those con-
diments; as a hunter, a dog will 
never be more than an appetizer 
or a truck stop main course.

Many sportsmen expect 
that all they have to do to ob-
tain the hunting dog of their 
dreams is turn their pup over 
to a reputable trainer. Although 
the professional trainer (or the 
talented amateur friend who 
lends a hand with his buddy’s 
dog) does his job, returning a 
well-trained dog to its owner, 
that doesn’t mean young Rover 
is going to be worth a hoot in 
a actual hunting situation on 
wild game.

A well-trained dog is not 
necessarily a good hunting dog. 
Don’t ever forget it. Don’t ex-
pect that yours will be, at least 
not until extensive experience 
is gained to compliment the 
mechanical training that results 
in the necessary control and the 
desired manners in a dog that 
is going to successfully “hunt 
for the gun.”

As a practical matter, there 
is only one way for a gun dog 
to become proficient at his vo-
cation. His owner must hunt 
him hard and often. The more 
hunting that is put on him, the 
quicker he will round into a 
brag dog.

At first blush, that probably 
sounds like the most welcome 
news to anyone who uses one of 
the sporting breeds to enhance 
his hours afield.  Alot of hunters 
can use it to “justify” lax train-
ing on their part or to convince 
themselves that dog trainers are 
con men and money spent with 
a professional would be better 
allocated elsewhere.

So there is grave danger in 
coming out with a statement 
that even infers that probably 
in 99 out of 100 cases, the pro-
fessionally trained individual 
among any of the sporting 
breed may be only ready to 
start hunting, still be a long way 
from being a good gun dog. So 
please don’t-stop reading yet.

Only in their dreams do 
many of today’s sporting dog 
owners do much hunting. More 
than lack of money, the shortage 
of time because of a demanding 

job, competition from other 
recreational pursuits and sheer 
lack of opportunity reduce ac-
tual hunting time to a matter 
of a few hours a day on a few 
days during the month, rather 
than the wished for long and 
frequent days throughout the 
hunting season. 

Putting a season or two 
(of three to five times a week 
hunting) on a started or trained 
dog and even where game is 
only moderately abundant, an 
owner will develop an accept-
able to bragging degree of game 
finding and handling.

But given the reality of 
the hunting world today, for 
most sportsmen their dogs are 
unlikely to develop any high 
degree of proficiency as hunt-
ers of wild game before they 
are six or  seven years of age. 
No matter how well-trained, 
only precocious youngsters 
instinctively search for and 
properly react to game after 
few fortuitous exposures. There 
being fewer precocious pups 
than there are mill-run, slower 
paced juveniles, it takes a great 
deal of exposure to wild game 
in its natural surroundings to 
get the hunting proficiency 
out of today’s dogs that once 
was acquired by relatively 
free-roaming dogs “doing what 
comes naturally.”

Thus, you can add forced 
confinement as a factor ex-
plaining why today we have 
so many more well-trained 
dogs and field trial performers 
than compared to yesteryear, 
are nothing short of amazing; 


