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This region also experienced 
a wet winter, spring and sum-
mer. South Texas also had very 
few days 100 degrees or greater. 
Cool-wet summers are ideal for 
quail reproduction but similar 
to the Rolling Plains, carryover 
was a limiting factor. Overall, our 
surveys indicate an increase in 
population compared to last year 
but still below average across the 
region. The best opportunities will 
be on well managed sites that held 
over birds from last year.

The average number of bob-
whites observed per route was 
8.61 compared to 5.2 last year. 
This is well below the Long Term 
Mean of 18.6 and is predictive of 
a below average hunting season. 
The Chaparral and the Daughtrey 
Wildlife Management Areas pro-
vide public quail hunting oppor-
tunities.

Trans-Pecos
Portions of the Trans-Pecos 

ecological region received timely 
rainfall while other areas either 
missed the rains completely or re-
ceived it at times less beneficial to 
scaled quail. As a result, reproduc-
tion varied across the region. Field 
reports indicate that birds can be 
found in areas with good range 
condition. Reports from the west-
ern edge of the Edwards Plateau 
(the Stockton Plateau) indicate an 
improvement over last year but 
still below average.

The average number of scaled 
quail observed per route was 7.2 
compared to 16.9 last year. This is 
below the Long Term Mean of 17.5. 
Public hunter opportunities can be 
found at Elephant Mountain and 
Black Gap Wildlife Management 
Areas.

Other Areas
TPWD surveys indicate that 

bobwhite numbers in Gulf Prairies 
are similar to last season. Hunters 
should focus on the central and 
lower coast in native prairie habi-
tats. The Cross Timbers and Ed-
wards Plateau continue to report 
numbers well below their respec-
tive Long Term Means. Although 
there are certainly areas within 
each region where some quail 
hunting opportunity remains, this 
survey is not designed to detect 
changes in localized populations, 
especially in fragmented land-
scapes.

MigrATOry Bird re-
POrT NO. 8

Weekly migratory bird hunting 
reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

North Zone Dove: The North 
Zone season closes at sunset Oct. 
24, and reopens Dec. 25-Jan. 9, 
2011. Best flights occurred around 
the Panhandle in sunflowers and 
milo around Amarillo, Dumas 
and Spearman. Good shoots were 
posted around Lubbock and north 
of Abilene in plowed ground. 
Most of October has enjoyed 
chilly mornings from back-to-back 
fronts pushing through which has 
also encouraged birds to migrate 
steadily. Red River hunters have 
enjoyed steady flights around 
treelines and in harvested soy 
bean fields. Tanks and ponds hold-
ing water have been good in the 
afternoon due to dry conditions. 
Prospects are fair to good.

Central Zone Dove: A steady 
influx of birds has arrived over 
the past month due to back-to-
back cool fronts. The San Antonio 
area remains solid for whitewings 
over corn. Dove hunting priorities 
have shifted to preparations for 
the upcoming deer and waterfowl 

seasons. Strong hunts were posted 
near Hankamer and Winnie in the 
afternoon around trees and goat 
weed. Good afternoon shoots were 
had around Uvalde and Hondo. 
Waco, Stephenville and Brown-
wood hunters have seen best 
shoots around tanks and ponds in 
the afternoon.  The season closes 
at sunset Oct. 24, and reopens Dec. 
25-Jan. 9, 2011. Prospects are fair 
to good.

South Dove Dove: The absence of 
rain has helped South Zone hunt-
ers, especially in the Rio Grande 
Valley where birds have patterned 
better during the past two weeks. 
A steady influx of birds has greet-
ed hunters with steady cool fronts 
pouring into Texas during October. 
Port Mansfield and Raymondville 
hunters have enjoyed good shoots 
over milo and sunflowers. Bay 
City, El Campo and Port Lavaca 
shoots have been best in the after-
noon. George West, Three Rivers 
and Fashing has been good around 
tanks in the afternoon. The season 
runs through Oct. 31, and reopens 
Dec. 25-Jan. 18, 2011. Prospects are 
fair to good.

Waterfowl: The High Plains Mal-
lard Management Unit runs Oct. 
23-24 and Oct. 29, 2010-Jan. 23, 
2011 and prospects look good for 
the opener this weekend. A wet 
summer recharged playa lakes 
and habitat conditions are good. 
Teal, gadwalls, wigeons and a few 
mallards are using playas. A few 
Canada geese are showing, but 
the West Zone season does not 
get underway until Nov.6. Lots 
of sandhill cranes are showing in 
the Panhandle. September floods 
along the coast provided ample 
water for prairie ponds, however, 
high pressure has dominated for 
much of October and sunny blue 
skies have evaporated much of 
that water. Outfitters have had 
to turn on the pumps to begin 


